
KYLIE SILVERTHORNE

We’re in one of the paddocks on the Silverthorne’s property at Rosa Glen and Kylie  Silverthorne is calling in her pet 
lambs so I can meet them. They recognise swiftly it’s their favourite human and begin to gallop toward us. As they 
approach Kylie begins introducing me to a few of her favourites, there was Jonny, Chardy, Squirt, Boof and Margaret to 
name just a few. I ask Kylie how on earth she distinguishes them, “ it’s easy”, she says, “they all have different facial 
features and markings”. Somehow I think that might be an inherited skill.
 
 
Kylie is a third generation Rosa Glen sheep farmer, carrying on her family’s working tradition on the land. Kylie has an 
unwavering passion for sheep (every year her pet sheep numbers increase but don’t tell Kevin her dad). As we talk I find 
out that Kylie’s ancestor Seth Silverthorne arrived in South Australia in 1852, and that he was a shepherd; the Silverthorne 
vocation did not waiver too far from sheep farming with an apparent stint in gold mining. Both of Kylie’s grandfathers were 
sheep farmers; arriving at Rosa Glen in 1948 Lindsay Silverthorne converted what was a dairy farm into the Corriedale 
and Texel sheep farm we see today.
 
Kylie was born and raised in Margaret River; in her later teenage years she spread her wings a little and left to study at 
Harvey Ag School which, she says gave her a broad sense of farming. “I loved it, especially the social side”  she says, “ I 
learnt so much and I had the best sheep farming teacher, she was awesome!”. After graduating Kylie set off on a few 
adventures within Australia as well as overseas, always attracted to the outdoors and farm work.  On one of those 
adventures she found herself in Canada on a cattle feed lot, she realised something was amiss; she missed sheep. Sheep 
are not so common in Canada however Kylie discovered there was a sheep farm just twenty kilometres from where she 
was staying and did two winter lambing seasons with them. That’s when she realised .."this is it, this is what I love to do".
 
Kylie speaks passionately about her role on her family farm. Since 2010 Kylie has gradually been learning all the aspects 
of managing her family’s farm, “not that dad will ever retire” she laughs. Kylie’s farm skills are many and varied, from 
lambing, shearing and wool classing as well as the associated administrative work. She loves the outdoor physical side 
and the indoor mental side, “it’s pretty much perfect, I wouldn’t change anything”.
 
In the past eighteen months Kylie has faced and overcome a huge life challenge; she broke her neck and needed 
between six and nine months off to undertake all of the necessary healing and rehabilitation treatments required. She 
couldn’t believe the kindness and care she received from the medical staff all the way through, “…they were all just 
amazing! When I was up in Perth for my weekly treatment I realised I was so lucky, so many others worse off than me”. 
Kylie is wholehearted committed to her family, their farm and her animals. She is close to being a 100% fit and 
appreciating and enjoying every moment.
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