
H E A L T H Y  
W A T E R W A Y S  =   

H E A L T H Y  F A R M L A N D

F A C T  S H E E T

 

Q: How can livestock grazing pose threat to the health of my waterways?   

 
A: Livestock that have free access to waterways can have a number of damaging effects (single 
and/or cumulative):
 
   - Grazing and trampling vegetation.
   - Preventing regeneration of native vegetation.
   - Compacting soil.
·  - Increasing/causing erosion of banks.
   - Transportation of weed seeds through fur and faeces.
   - Poor water quality not just at the farm scale but  also along the catchment.
   - Increasing public health issues related to water quality.
 
(continued over)
 
 

Healthy waterways support a healthy and productive farming environment.
 

A well-managed waterway with healthy riparian vegetation increases the 
environmental, social and economic benefit of a farm.

 
Healthy waterways provide landscape refuge for native flora and fauna, as well 

as shade and shelter for stock. Riparian vegetation helps to maintain water 
quality by reducing soil erosion and organic loads as well as enhancing the 

uptake and removal of nutrients.



Q: What can I do to ensure that stock doesn’t impact on my waterways?
A: fencing is the single most important management tool in the protection of waterways (major 
and minor, permanent and seasonal) in rural areas. Other strategies include restricted access 
watering points and formalised crossing points. Revegetation is also critical particularly on 
waterways where sediment trapping and filtration is required and where it is important to restore 
ecological linkages.
 
Q: On my farm, waterways have been cleared. What are the benefits of fencing them off? 
 
Fencing is also effective along man-made waterways that are not covered by native vegetation 
(because extensively cleared). Planting natives is important to restore the ecological functions. 
However, in some cases to avoid weed infestation stock can be allowed in the fenced off areas 
for short periods.
 
Q: I have stock in my creek and the vegetation doesn’t seem to be suffering. Is fencing 
necessary?
 
Fencing off waterways where riparian vegetation is already present provides invaluable help to 
the existing vegetation. It enables you to:
·         Encourage natural regrowth (stock would suppress it instead).
·         Improve quality of water (stock should not drink dirty water).
·         Increase shelter for stock from winds and sun.
·         Improve habitat for native fauna.
·         Improve structural strength to river banks.
 

Funding is available through the LCDC from the Regional Estuaries 
Initiative for stock exclusion works and riparian habitat restoration. 
REI is a $20 million State Government project dedicated to improving 
the health of six key WA estuaries.  For more information visit 
www.lowerblackwood.com.au  
 
For eligible sites, landowners are required to contribute at least 50 
per cent of the cost of the project through either cash or in-kind 
contributions for example, installation of fencing or completion of 
revegetation.
 
Please note that: revegetation and fencing projects are undertaken in 
partnership with landowners and in no way alter the tenure or 
ownership of the land.


