
2022 Deacon Candidates 

On Sunday, August 14, we will be electing deacons to serve a three year term. The following 
candidates have agreed to serve and are qualified to lead in service. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Pastor Steve or Deacon Chairman, Paul Wilder.  

Keith Butner       Age: 60     Years at Piney Grove: 30+ years 
Keith is married to Kym and they have two grown children, Lauren and Jonathan. 
He is a licensed nuclear power plant operator. At Piney Grove he has served as a 
Deacon, on the Property and Space Committee, and as a member of the Baptist 
Men. In his free time, Keith enjoys spending time with his grandchildren, riding his 
motorcycle, and woodworking. As he is looking toward retirement, Keith hopes to 
be able to spend even more time serving those in need.  

Travis Howard      Age: 42        Years at Piney Grove: 13 years 
Travis is married to Emily and they have two daughters, Avery and Brenna. In his 
professional career, Travis works as an Environmental Consultant. Here at Piney 
Grove he has served in the past as a Deacon, and currently teaches in the Garner 
Discipleship Sunday School class. In his free time, Travis enjoys spending time with 
his family and dogs, deer hunting, hiking, sports, and Wolfpack athletics.  

Aaron Betts       Age: 82          Years at Piney Grove: 2 years 
Aaron is married to Maxine and they have an adult daughter, Elaine.  Aaron retired 
from Capital Area Trusses in 2017. He enjoys collecting antiques and going to farm 
shows. He has a heart for rest home ministry. He has been ministering at the Senior 
Citizens village in Dunn for about 13 years. He faithfully attends the 8:30 am 
worship service and is an active member of the Friendly Joy Sunday school class.  

Mukesh Patel        Age: 52        Years at Piney Grove: 18 years 
Mukesh is married to Stacie and they have 18 year old triplets, Hannah, Matthew, 
and Grace as well as two older children, Andrew and Ryan. They also care for their 
nephew, Jay, who lives with them. Mukesh has served at Piney Grove as an 
Deacon, RA Leader, Sunday school teacher, Upwards Soccer, VBS, TLC, Nursery, 
Youth, and more. In his free time he enjoys spending time with his family, fishing, 
and golfing.  

Luann Bumgardner     Age: 66        Years at Piney Grove: 21 years 
Luann is married to Wayne and they have an adult son, Cliff. Luann retired in January 
from Nihon Kohden America where she worked as Project Manager. She has served at 
Piney Grove as a Sunday school teacher, WMU Director, and helped with VBS, and 
Operation Christmas Child. Luann has a passion or baking and has her own cookie 
business. She also enjoys flowers, gardening,  and all things decorating.  


