[image: ]My name is Nancy Martinez Urieta-Garcia and above all, I’m a big sister, a wife, a daughter. I grew up in West Modesto from the age of 5 when my parents and I immigrated from Morelia, Michoacan. Since then, I’ve had the opportunity to experience firsthand how important it is to have a community center like WMCC in your neighborhood. There were many years when my mom depended on this organization for her own sense of belonging and connection to a place, she was so unfamiliar with. I grew up going to the King-Kennedy Center and Mellis Park (now Dr. MLK Jr. Park), even back when there was a pool! Now, in my current roles, I look back to those memories as a source of motivation to contribute in the ways that others contributed to myself and my family. 

Currently, I’m the CEO of Debrief, an organization that amplifies voices of underrepresented communities in decision-making processes. I’m also the Community Prosperity Lead at BEAM Circular where I help ensure that as the circular bioeconomy grows in the North San Joaquin Valley, it brings true benefits to the communities most impacted by economic and environmental inequities. I’m on the board for Empower 8, an organization that serves youth and young adults in Stanislaus, and a member of the Stanislaus Latino Giving Circle, a philanthropy network whose members raise funds to support local Latino-led nonprofits and leaders. And one of my favorite things is that I’m also a Girl Scout Troop leader for a group of 15 girls in West and South Modesto! 

As a new board member of West Modesto Community Collaborative, I’m looking forward to working closely with staff to help bring additional resources for the type of programming that strengthens community relationships between nuestros vecinos.
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