
  

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 
  

 

 

GRACE CHANGES EVERYTHING 
 

  

 

Dear Family & Friends, 

 

I hope you are all well! Here is our annual year in review!  
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January 2018: We began our 5th year of church planting on a good note! As I’ve 

mentioned before, winter in the Northeast is, in many ways, a gift from God to His 

church. It’s cold, snowy, and dark. As a result, we tend to get a lot of new visitors 

checking out our community. This year was no exception! We had several new 

families and a good group of singles start attending. 

  

February:  We had a fantastic Winter Olympics outreach party, which drew in a 

good number of Non-Christian friends from the neighborhood.  

 

March: We launched a new Artist’s Fellowship ministry directed toward reaching 

the Arts community in Somerville. Somerville has the second largest population of 

Artists, per capita, in the United States (Only second to New York City). Therefore, 

we have been very excited about getting this ministry up and running! Our first 

event was a house show by a Nashville Singer Song Writer named Suzanna Van 

Norstrand (The sister of one of our elders). It was a great night of music and 

relationship building that has born a lot of fruit.  

  

April: Our Easter service this past year went very well. We had a good turn out and 

several new visitors, which is a big blessing since Easter in New England is not 

considered a big holiday. Plus, our 5th annual Easter Egg Hunt was a big success. 

We had around 300 people from the neighborhood attend (We ran out of eggs in 5 

minutes!), which produced a lot of exposure for the church, as well as a good 

number of interested contacts. 

 

May: For the 4th year in a row we put a team together to help set up for the 

Somerville Homeless Coalition’s annual support raising dinner, which led to a lot of 

exposure, new relationships, and contacts for the church. Moreover, we had our 

2nd annual officers retreat, which was a wonderful time of evaluation, dreaming, 

and planning for the future.  

  

June / July: Our weekly “Think & Drink” discussion group hit 4500 online members 



on Meetup.com and continued to grow throughout the summer, despite it being a 

typically slower time of year. This ministry has been a wonderful way to engage 

Non-Christians in our City and build gospel relationships.   

  

August: We began discussions with the leaders of three other churches in the area 

to form a new city service and mercy ministry organization called CityServe 

Somerville. The organization is modeled loosely after a similar organization in 

Portland, OR, and promises to provide a wonderful and much needed avenue to 

partner with other churches to serve our city. Also during this month, we had a 

major change in our leadership. Our church planting apprentice, Matt Owens, 

moved with his family to Quincy, MA, to begin the process of planting a new church 

in that city. Moreover, our new church planting apprentice, Josh Henderson and his 

family, moved to Somerville to take Matt’s place. This was a big transition for our 

community. Please pray for the Lord’s blessing for Matt and his family as they seek 

to follow the Lord’s calling to forward our vision of church planting in greater 

Boston. Also, please pray for Josh and his family as they join our work here in 

Somerville.  

  

September: We celebrated our 4th year of weekly public worship as a church with 

a community picnic and epic kick-ball game. It was a wonderful day of rejoicing in 

the Lord’s grace and a great way to kick off the Fall! Also during this month, we 

had a good number of new visitors (including several non-Christians) start 

attending the church. 

  

October: Our City Service Team helped organize a 5k race for the 3rd year in a 

row to help raise money for homeless families in Somerville. This year we even put 

together our own team of runners!  

 

November: We had our 4thannual all CTKS church retreat at a camp in 

Western Massachusetts. Almost our entire church community attended, including a 

good number of new comers and non-Christians. The teaching and breakout 



sessions were rich, people seemed to really enjoy the time away together, new 

relationships were built, and old relationships were deepened. All in all, it was a 

great weekend! Then, the week before Thanksgiving, our church sponsored our 

5th annual Thanksgiving Dinner for a group of students at Tufts University. A large 

group of ravenous college students attended and quickly cleaned up all the food. 

Then, my Church Planting Apprentice, Josh Henderson, gave a wonderful 

devotional in which he clearly shared the gospel.  

 

December:  Our weekly church attendance grew during this historically slow 

month. Moreover, our Artist’s Fellowship Ministry put on an Advent Play called 

“Midwinter”, which was a big success and attracted a large number of Non-

Christian friends from the neighborhood. Also in December, our City Service Team 

put on a winter coat drive, which collected winter clothing for some of our 

neighbors in need.  

 

The Lord has been very gracious to us over the past year. We have been given 

numerous opportunities to reach out and build relationships with our neighbors in 

Somerville. We are continuing to see slow, steady, growth in our community. We 

continue to be well ahead of our growth projections. But most excitingly, we are 

seeing people come to faith in Jesus.  

  

However, even though this has been a good year in many ways, it has also been 

a  year of many struggles.  We had our first discipline case as a congregation, 

which was a truly heartbreaking experience for everyone involved. We had five 

families (two from our original core group), move away from Somerville this 

summer for work, which is a big blow for a small church plant. Moreover, we are 

still trying to raise money to remain financially viable, which gets harder and harder 

every year. Therefore, we would ask you to pray for our church plant. 

 

Please pray that the Lord would continue to open doors and allow us to build 

relationships with our neighbors.  



 

 

Please pray that the non-Christians who have been  attending our services and 

community events this past year would continue to see their need for a greater 

hope, respond to the gospel, and put their faith in Jesus. 

  

Please pray that our little community would continue to grow through the winter 

and that many new visitors would come and choose to stick around and join our 

church. 

 

Please pray for our building situation. The building we are currently in is too small 

for our church (especially our nursery -- our childcare area is already full and we 

have lots of babies on the way). This is a great problem to have. However, finding 

a meeting space in the city can be very difficult. So please pray for the Lord to 

provide!  

 

Finally, please pray for our financial situation. The Lord continues to provide. 

However, we still need to raise money to sustain us through this the next couple of 

years. The longer we are here, the more difficult it becomes to sustain our support 

base and find new donors. So please continue to pray for the Lord's grace and 

provision.  

 

If you, or someone you know, would like to give a year-end gift to our ministry to 

help cover our needs, please follow this link to our SUPPORT PAGE.  

 

Thank you all so much for your continued support and prayers! We are so very 

grateful to Lord for each and every one of you! 

 

Grace & Peace, 

David  
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In May of 2012, David and Kelly 

Richter were called by Christ the King 

Boston's Church Planting Network to 

plant a new church in Somerville, MA 

(located right in the heart of metro 

Boston). After much prayer, the 

Richter's accepted this call and 

launched The Somerville Project to 

help raise the necessary funds to 

make this vision a reality. Thank you 

so much for your interest in the 

Richter's life and ministry. Please 

consider supporting them, either 

through prayer, or by making 

a financial donation to this project.   
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