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CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES IN OUR COMMUNITIES

Inn Along the Way’s 2024 

Challenging Conversations Series
Affordable Housing: Integrating Community Landscapes

   Panel Discussion – community Resiliency and HOUSING
  
 Damariscotta, Maine – June 14, 2024: Maine’s surging real estate market during the pandemic and beyond has put home ownership and rental opportunities out of reach for many Maine families as well as displacing renters from what had been stable, affordable housing. According to Governor Mills “Maine has made strides in easing the state’s housing crisis over the past year but construction is not keeping up with population growth and continues to be hampered by resistance to development in many communities”.
What changes related to housing do you see in your community? Whether it’s within a local community, with family and friends, municipal governments or at a higher state policy level, conversations and collaboration between different generations can make a difference. Affordable Housing: Integrating Resilient Community Landscapes will be the focus of the Inn Along the Way’s First Summer 2024 Community Conversation as the topic relates to contemporary challenges facing our communities is taking place in the 
*** MORE ***
Long Barn at the Chapman Farm, 741 Main Street in Damariscotta, Maine on Sunday, June 30, 2024 at 3:00 p.m. 
Resilient communities promote individual and community wellbeing and cohesiveness to strengthen their communities for everyday, as well as extreme, challenges such as affordable housing. Our interactive “beyond the four walls” conversation promises to be insightful, engaging, challenge conventional wisdom and shed light on innovative approaches to affordable housing. These concepts can make a real difference in your life and the way you think about the future of your community. 

“Affordable housing" means decent, safe and sanitary dwellings, apartments or other living accommodations for low-income and moderate-income households. The state’s housing crisis has been well documented, and although it’s most acute right now, it’s been ongoing more or less since the Great Recession of 2008. A report last year from MaineHousing concluded that the state needs to add up to 84,000 new housing units by 2030 to keep up with population growth that has surged since the pandemic. But there are many interrelated barriers to reaching that goal including NIMBYism.
Addressing the issue of Adorable Housing at the State, County and local level will be panelist’s …
· Housing: Erik Jorgensen,  Maine State Housing Authority, Nesterly Home Sharing Initiative 

*** MORE ***
· Planner: Emily Rabbe, Executive Director Lincoln County Regional  Planning Commission

· Municipal: Kevin Sutherland, Town Manager, Town of Newcastle, Maine
Join us as they respond, under the guidance of moderator Steve Ward, through stories, words and creative thinking to the following questions: 
· What brought you to this place in your life and what have you discovered?
· What perspectives, challenges about affordable housing and community resilience, do you wish to share today?
· How can we overcome the concept of “Not in My Back Yard?

· What actions can we take within our community to change the narrative and local outcomes?

Listen to the panelist’s stories and perspectives on affordable housing, community resilience and Maine’s changing development landscapes. Tell us what’s on your mind as we build healthy relationships by providing community members with an opportunity for self-reflection, exploration and sharing conversations in a welcoming and safe environment. 
At a recent housing summit Governor Mills noted that "For the towns and people in the towns who questioned why there should be new projects in their neighborhoods – there 
*** MORE ***
is nothing to fear. We are all in this together. The whole state needs you to do your part too. We've got to work on this together." 
IAW’s mission is to create a collaborative community offering older adults, and those seeking temporary relief from the responsibilities of caregiving, an 
environment of support, purpose, and sustainability in a multigenerational and mutually interdependent setting (www.innalongtheway.org). 
FMI: Sherry Flint (207-751-6261) sherry@innalongtheway.org.. To make a donation: https://www.innalongtheway.org/contribute or mail a check to: IAW, PO Box 1133, Damariscotta, ME 04543. 

Save the dates and join us throughout the summer and fall for conversations about contemporary challenges in our communities Sunday afternoon starting at 3 p.m. with a focus on the following topics: July 28 -  Dimensions of Caregivers and Caregiving, August 25 – Social Drives of Health and Community, September 29 – Connecting the Dots.
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