The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 20, 2020

Join us for online worship on our Facebook page

facebook.com/christchurchtx

An Episcopal Parish since 1883

The Rev. Janice Krause, Interim Rector
The Rev. Dave Scheider, Assisting Priest
The Rev. Becky Sparks, Deacon

We Episcopalians believe in a loving,
liberating, and life-giving God:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
An Episcopal Parish since 1883

Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church!
If you are visiting, we are glad you joined us for worship today. Please connect
with us using the online Connect Card: https://bit.ly/358NMwf
Christ Church is a diverse gathering of Christians, dedicated to Knowing
Christ and making Him known.
We are most grateful for your financial support as we navigate new ways to
connect to each other in these challenging times. Your gifts directly enable
us to use modern technology to stay connected to each other and the world.
Donate online: http://bit.ly/2TbZoIV.
Sunday, December 20, 2020
The Rev. Janice Krause, Interim Rector, is preaching at the 9 AM service.
We will gather in-person for worship for a 10:30 AM (simplified) Eucharist
service outdoors in the parking lot. Everyone must wear a mask and follow
socially-distanced guidelines. Chairs and bulletins will be provided. This
service will last approximately 45 minutes.
Advent Contemplation & Prayer
Tuesdays in December // 4 - 5:30 PM
During Advent, the church will be open on Tuesdays from 4 - 5:30 PM for
contemplation and prayer. Masks and sanitizer will be available.
Longest Night Service
Monday, December 21 // 6 PM
A Longest Night of the Year Service, also known as Blue Christmas, is a
deeply meaningful way to support those who struggle during the holiday
season. The service will be streamed live on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/christchurchtx.
In-Person Outdoor Christmas Eve Service
Thursday, December 24 // 4 PM
We will gather in-person for worship for a (simplified) Eucharist service
outdoors in the parking lot. Everyone must wear a mask and follow socially-distanced guidelines.
Christmas Eve Sing Along accompanied by the Christmas Pageant
Thursday, December 24 // 6 PM
Watch at facebook.com/christchurchtx
Join us to see and hear the blessed Christmas story!
Online Christmas Eve Service
Thursday, December 24 // 7 PM
Watch at facebook.com/christchurchtx
Join us to celebrate the birth of our Savior with a traditional service. You are
invited to tune in 15 minutes prior to the service at 6:45 PM for the Christmas prelude music.

As constituent members of the
Anglican Communion in the
United States, we are descendants of and
partners with the Church of England
and the Scottish Episcopal Church,
and are part of the third largest group
of Christians in the world.
We believe in following the teachings
of Jesus Christ, whose life, death, and
resurrection saved the world.
We have a legacy of inclusion,
aspiring to tell and exemplify
God’s love for every human being;
women and men serve as bishops,
priests, and deacons in our church.
Laypeople and clergy cooperate as
leaders at all levels of our church.
Leadership is a gift from God,
and can be expressed by all people
in our church.
We believe that God loves you –
no exceptions.

Our Bishops
Presiding Bishop
The Most Rev. Michael Curry
Bishop of Texas
The Rt. Rev. Andy Doyle
Suffragan Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher
Suffragan Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan
Assistant Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Hector Monterroso
Clergy & Staff
254-773-1657
The Reverend Janice Krause, Interim Rector
The Reverend Dave Scheider, Assisting Priest
The Reverend Becky Sparks, Deacon
Sally Louth, Director of Parish Life
Gerald Nicholas, Choir Director
Leon Couch, Director of Music
Ami Hooper, Dir. of Communication
Johnny DeLeon, Sexton
Sean Baker, Chef

Monday, December 21
Noonday Prayer // 12:05 PM
Link to view: facebook.com/christchurchtx
Tuesday, December 22
Noonday Prayer // 12:30 PM
Link to view: facebook.com/christchurchtx
Link to view: facebook.com/christchurchtx
Longest Night Service // 6 PM
Advent Prayer & Contemplation
Church // 4 - 5:30
Wednesday, December 23
Noonday Liturgy of the Word // 12:05 PM
Link to view: facebook.com/christchurchtx
Small Group // 5:30 PM
Facilitator: Valerie Sanders
Zoom link to join class: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/229137562?pwd=QzBILzhBNXNkU0ZnQUdCdnhkMnZlQT09
Meeting ID: 229 137 562
Passcode: 761112
Small Group // 6 PM
Facilitator: Michelle Weller
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81598018144?pwd=KzM2MG9nRFVLalkrdHFHMVhTN2FCZz09
Meeting ID: 815 9801 8144
Passcode: 832613
Thursday, December 24
Noonday Prayer // 12:05 PM
Link to view: facebook.com/christchurchtx
In-Person Outdoor Christmas Eve Service // 4 PM
Christmas Eve Sing Along accompanied
by the Christmas Pageant // 6 PM
Link to view: facebook.com/christchurchtx
Traditional Christmas Eve Service // 7 PM
Link to view: facebook.com/christchurchtx

Friday, December 25
Merry Christmas!
Noonday Prayer // 12:05 PM
Link to view: facebook.com/christchurchtx
Saturday, December 26
Noonday Prayer // 12:05 PM
Link to view: facebook.com/christchurchtx
Sunday, December 27
Online Worship Service // 9 AM
Link to view: facebook.com/christchurchtx
Worship Service in the Parking Lot // 10:30 AM
Adult Forum // 12:30 PM
Today’s class will be a discussion about the upcoming
Sacred Ground series. If you are interested in
participating or want to learn more, join us!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86946656924?pwd=Q0gzM1U0aTNzOHJFYUxkTU5VTUFndz09
Meeting ID: 869 4665 6924
Passcode: 597126

Want to know more?
Do you need information about something listed on the
calendar? Email or call, the church office 254-773-1657.
You can also join the Christ Church Facebook
Parishioners Group. If you would like to join, email Ami
Hooper, ami@christchurchtemple.org, and give us the
email that you used to set up your Facebook account.
Look for an invite in your email inbox. You will need to
click the link in the email to accept the invitation.

Text-To-Give 844-984-0619

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD RITE II
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2020
The words in bold are spoken/sung by all.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Ringing of the Bell
(please stand)

Lighting of Advent Wreath Candle
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Opening Prayer
Officiant and People: Almighty God of the Cross and Loving God of

Community, we are not in a church building today but Church is never
canceled. We are not wise, and not very often kind. But we are the Body of
Christ in your suffering world. We know that our vocation is to be the Light of
this Christ whose Body we are. Give us courage to be the Church and to keep
our minds on what matters—which is to keep loving the world which you
have called good. Buildings crumble; the Church Year passes; but your
Church endures from generation to generation. Make this for us a Feast Day
of your Protection, your Plenty, your Purpose, your Plan and your Peace. All
this we ask with all the Saints and with each other. Amen.
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Opening Hymn #54 “Savior of the Nations”

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
People

Nun komm der Heiden Heiland

Book of Common Prayer p. 351

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant:

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8, 9
The Confession & Absolution

Book of Common Prayer p. 352

The Deacon or Celebrant then says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
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we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.
Hymn of Praise

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

The Collect of the Day
Book of Common Prayer p. 212
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
(please be seated)

First Lesson: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
When the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do
all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you." But that same night the word
of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD:
Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the
day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the
people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel,
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built
me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus
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says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be
prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have
cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like
the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people
Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed
no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your
enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house.
Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne
shall be established forever.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(please stand)

Response Canticle 15 in Unison

Book of Common Prayer p. 91

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
(please be seated)

Epistle: Romans 16:25-27
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was
kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is
made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to
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bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be the glory forever! Amen.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(please stand)

Sequence Hymn #265 “The Angel Gabriel”
Stanzas 1-2 before Gospel reading and Stanzas 3-4 after
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Gabriel’s Message

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am
a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy;
he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant
of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed
from her.
Deacon
People

Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Stanzas 3-4 of sequence hymn after the reading of the Gospel

The Sermon

The Rev. Janice Krause
Sermon Notes
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We Fall Down (please stand and sing, dance and clap along)

The Nicene Creed

Words and Music by Chris Tomlin

Book of Common Prayer p. 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
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he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Deacon: Dear God of heaven and earth, we anticipate the coming winter solstice,
when sunlight grows stronger and we greet the new light of Christ at his birth.
Remind us of the hope that lives in you.
People: We ask for that light to shine in our hearts and in all that we say and
do.
Deacon: We pray for our Presiding Bishop Michael; our Bishops Andy, Jeff, Kai, and
Hector; our Interim Rector Janice, Assistant Priest Dave, Priest Rachel, Deacon
Becky, and all ministers, and all those who serve your holy church that in their public
and private lives they may do good, love mercy and walk humbly.

People: We ask that your holy church would be a beacon of light and hope
upon your holy hill.
Deacon: We ask for your blessings on your earthly creation, that all who work for
justice and peace may be guided by you, especially for our president Donald, our
president-elect Joe, our governor Greg, our mayor Tim, our district attorney Henry,
and our city manager Brynn.
People: We ask that your will may spread like branches of a tree to cover the
world with your love.
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Deacon: We pray for our community -- the homeless, the unemployed, the hungry,
the sick, the anxious, the lonely, especially for those on our parish prayer list Bev,
Rowena, Fr. Mark, Emilio, Adrienne, Dave, Mark, Ike, Mina, Jay, Tim, Teresa,
Christie, Kelley, Dawn, Barry, Rick, Shirley, and Jonnie. We pray for all who are
experiencing the effects of COVID. Open our eyes that we may see other’s needs,
open our hearts to serve and lift us up from the petty trappings of the season.
People: We ask for your guidance that we might serve them.
Deacon: We pray for those who have died in the hope of the resurrection, especially
for Pat, and Sydney and for those who are grieving.
People: Lord we ask for mercy and grant them gentle rest.
Deacon: We pray for ourselves as we turn our hearts to you and to each other. We
ask that your hope inspire us and touch those around us.
People: We thank you, Lord, for your light. We thank you that it inspires us to
hope.
ALL: We pray all this as we prepare our hearts this Advent season. Come,
Lord Jesus.
Deacon: Let us join in the prayer for our search committee.
People: Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on Christ
Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a Rector for this
parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and
equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(please be seated)

Announcements
Offertory Sentence Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an
offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2
Thank you for your generosity to God and to Christ Church. There are many ways to present your offerings.
You can mail in your donation to 300 N. Main, Temple, TX 76501
Your Bank’s Bill Pay: You may login to your bank account and create a recurring or one-time
payment through online bill pay.
Online Giving: If you would like to give electronically, please visit http://bit.ly/2TbZoIV to
create your online profile and set up your donation.
Text-To-Give: Simply send a text message to 844-984-0619 with the amount you would like to
contribute.

Offertory Anthem

Gerald Nicholas & Cristal Conner
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(please stand)
Celebrant
People

All things come of thee, oh Lord,
And of thine own have we given thee.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness
from before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Celebrant
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Closing Hymn #437 “Tell Out My Soul”

Postlude
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Birmingham

Thank you for your generosity to God and Christ Episcopal Church.
Thank you for your support
We are most grateful for your financial support as we navigate new ways to
connect to each other in these challenging times. Your gifts enable us to use
technology to stay connected to each other and the world. Christ Episcopal
Church depends on the ongoing support and care of committed members of
our Parish like you. We want to respect your preferred way of giving:
Checks
Please mail your check to the church. Our address is 300 N. Main, Temple
Texas, 76501.
Drop your donation in the mail slot.
Our address is 300 N. Main, Temple Texas, 76501. Go to the parking lot at
the corner of Main Street and W. Downs Avenue. Look for the single door
directly across from the Rector’s parking spot. The mail slot is located in that
door.
Donate Online
Visit http://bit.ly/2TbZoIV.
Recurring Donation
Please consider setting up a recurring donation through your bank. This
reduces our fees and 100% of your donation supports the ministry of the
church. Contact the church office for more information, 254-773-1657.
Text-To-Give
Text to 844-984-0619 and follow the prompts.
If you are not already giving, please consider making Christ Church your giving
priority this year.
Want to know more about
Christ Episcopal Church?
If you want more information about the church, please email Sally
Louth, sally@christchurchtemple.org, our Parish Administrator, and she
will get back to you very soon!
How Can We Help You?
You can reach out to Christ Church in several ways:
Email us or call, 254-773-1657;
we are regularly checking voicemail.
For pastoral concerns, please send an e-mail to the Rev. Janice Krause,
Interim Priest, janice@christchurchtemple.org.

Want to know more about
the Episcopal Church?
Visit the website:
https://episcopalchurch.org/
The Book of Common Prayer
The Book of Common Prayer is
a treasure chest full of devotional
and teaching resources for
individuals and congregations,
but it is also the primary symbol
of our unity, as Armentrout and
Slocum note in their An Episcopal
Dictionary of the Church, that
“Anglican liturgical piety has been
rooted in the Prayer Book tradition
since the publication of the first
English Prayer Book in 1549.”
https://www.bcponline.org/

Weekly Services
facebook.com/christchurchtx

Sunday Worship Service
Online 9 AM
Ooutdoor 10:30 AM
Noonday Service
Wednesday
12:05 PM
Daily Noonday Prayer
12:05 PM
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

