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Behavioral health disorders, including mental and addictive disorders, are among the leading causes of 
disability world-wide. The Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute (FMHI) conducts research on 
mental illness, substance use, health care financing, disability law, juvenile justice, involuntary commit-
ment, child abuse, developmental disabilities, and other pressing social issues. FMHI has established the 
Summer Research Institute (SRI) as a research experience for student-scholars interested in conducting 
research and to help them prepare for graduate school, medical school, law school or Senior Thesis. 
Although geared toward behavioral health issues, the research methodologies studied apply to a wide range 
of social science disciplines.

Program Structure
The undergraduate SRI is funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse. This year’s SRI began in late 
May 2024 and culminates with today’s Research Day after 11-weeks of intense in-person instruction. Each 
scholar was matched with a faculty mentor with whom he or she conducted his or her research study. In 
addition, scholars participated in a variety of activities coordinated by the SRI core faculty: a substantive 
seminar series on research design, methods and process; a pro-seminar series on ethics, graduate schools 
and funding/publication; a skills workshop series exploring areas such as analytic tools, speaking/
presentation skills and writing; and finally a broad array of community field experiences. In addition to the 
presentations offered today, each scholar has written a research report describing his or her work and is 
encouraged to submit the completed paper for consideration at an Undergraduate Research Symposium as 
well as regional and national conferences. Many papers will also be redrafted for submission to scholarly 
research journals.

Summer Research Institute Core Faculty
Kathleen Moore       Khary Rigg

Melissa Carlson, Emilie Ellenberg, Brooke Haney, Kelsey Greenfield, Kimberly Menendez,              
Tracy Bales, & Ela Wiedbusch



Iyanna Perry
Mentors: Brooke Haney & Dr. Kathy Moore 
Major: Psychology
Home School: Florida State University

Anushree Rustagi
Mentors: Dr. Ji-Young Lee and Dr. Nik Lampe 
Major: Psychology
Home School: The College of Wooster

Madison Sakalosky
Mentor: Dr. Judith Biesen 
Major: Psychology
Home School: Cornell University

Aishwarya Shanbhogue
Mentor: Dr. Jessica Rice 
Major: Psychology
Home School: Texas A&M University

Christian Stephens
Mentor: Dr. Chae Jaynes
Major: Psychology
Home School: University of Alabama

2024 Summer Research 
Institute Scholars

Program

Isabella Barham
Mentors: Dr. Linda Callejas & Dr. Anna Abella 
Major: Psychology
Home School: Tulane University

Sarah Dickerson
Mentors: Dr. Ráchael Powers & Jacquelyn Burckley  
Major: Psychology & Criminology
Home School: University of Florida

Maria Eduarda Monteiro
Mentors:       Dr. Ráchael Powers & Jacquelyn Burckley  
Major: Psychology & Criminology
Home School: University of Florida

Mia Kouveliotes
Mentor: Dr. Kristin Kosyluk
Major: Anthropology: Global Health and Environment 
Home School: Washington University at St. Louis

Shifa Malik
Mentors: Dr. Svetlana Yamposkaya & Cathy Sowell 
Major: Psychology
Home School: University of Michigan

Matthew McGovern
Mentors: Kimberly Menendez & Tracy Bales
Major: Psychology 
Home School: University of Central Florida

Tatyana Olevich
Mentor: Dr. Rick Moule
Major: Psychology
Home School: University of Pittsburgh

Isabel Oliveira
Mentors: Dr. Tom Massey & Dr. Kathy Moore Major: 
Psychology & Behavioral Healthcare
Home School: University of South Florida

12:00pm – Introduction and Welcome 

12:10pm – Panel #1
Maria Eduarda Monteiro, Perceptions of Sexual Assault Against Adults with Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities
Isabella Barham, Evaluation of Peer-Led Support Groups for Parents Experiencing Child Removal             
Matthew McGovern, Parental Use of Restrictive Mediation in Preventing Cyberbullying Across Grade Levels 
Aishwarya Shanbhogue, Exploring Protective Factors: Adolescent Perspectives on Psychiatric Hospitalization 
Mia Kouveliotes, Deconstructing Mental Illness Self-Stigma: Key Stages that Shape Treatment Attitudes, 
Recovery, and Self-Determination

12:50pm – Questions for Panel #1 
1:00pm – Panel #2

Sarah Dickerson, Violent Juvenile Offenders: The Effect of Age and Being Female on Out-of-Home Placement 
Outcomes
Christian Stephens,Community Perspectives on Opioid Policy
Tatyana Olevich, Legal socialization across nativity status: Examining Hispanic parents’ discussions of police with 
their children 
Anushree Rustagi, More Than a Heartbeat: Community Member Reactions to the 2016 Pulse Nightclub Shooting 
1:40pm – Questions for Panel #2 
1:50pm – Panel #3 
Shifa Malik, Interventions for Vulnerable Child Welfare Involved Populations: Matching Needs and Services 
Isabel Oliveira, College Students and Substance Use: Understanding Trends and Perceptions
Iyanna Perry, Do Participant Characteristics Predict Veteran Treatment Court (VTC) Outcomes? Findings from a 
West Central Florida VTC             
Madison Sakalosky, How Do Personality Traits Correlate with Anxiety and Depression Among Couples?: An 
Actor-Partner Interdependence Model                                                                                                               
2:40pm – Questions for Panel #3 
3:00pm – Farewell Reception 

Please join us in outside of MHC 1430 for a farewell and awards reception immediately following the program.




