Business Alert: New California Laws Aim to Reduce Red Tape and Support Small Businesses
Dear Rocklin Area Chamber Members,
Governor Gavin Newsom has signed a package of business-related legislation designed to strengthen competition, reduce permitting delays, support entrepreneurs, and create new opportunities for small businesses across California. These measures may have a direct impact on local businesses looking to open, expand, renovate, or occupy commercial space. 
Highlights for Local Businesses
✅ Faster Permitting for Tenant Improvements
New laws are intended to streamline certain commercial permit review processes. Qualifying small businesses may be able to utilize approved third-party plan review services when local permitting reviews experience significant delays, helping projects move forward more quickly. 
✅ Quicker Openings for Retail Businesses
Certain tenant improvement projects can now be reviewed and certified by qualified architects or engineers, potentially reducing timelines for retailers seeking to open or remodel locations.
✅ More Opportunities for Pop-Up Businesses
Cities will be required to establish permits allowing temporary pop-up businesses to operate in vacant storefronts for up to 120 days, creating opportunities for entrepreneurs while helping activate empty commercial spaces.
✅ Stronger Protections Against Anti-Competitive Practices
AB 1776 expands California's antitrust laws and provides additional tools to address monopolistic business practices, with the goal of creating a more competitive marketplace for small businesses. 
✅ Small Business Financing Protections
Additional safeguards are being implemented to protect businesses from predatory or abusive financing practices. 
✅ Expanded Business Support Services
The state will continue supporting organizations that provide free or low-cost business consulting, technical assistance, and training to help entrepreneurs start, grow, and expand their businesses. 
✅ Cocktails To-Go Continues
Restaurants and bars will be able to continue offering cocktails to-go, providing added flexibility and convenience for customers and hospitality businesses. 
Key Bills Signed
· AB 1776 – Competition and antitrust law reforms
· AB 2418 – Alternative review options for certain commercial permits
· AB 1693 – Accelerated approval process for retailer tenant improvements
· AB 1679 – Local pop-up business program
· AB 685 – Small Business Development Technical Assistance
· AB 2116 – Commercial financing protections
· AB 2663 – Cocktails-to-go authorization for restaurants and bars 
Timeline & Implementation
These bills were officially signed by Governor Newsom on September 30, 2026, the final day for gubernatorial action on legislation passed during the legislative session. 
At least one of the measures, AB 1776 (the COMPETE Act), is scheduled to take effect on January 1, 2027.
Implementation timelines for the remaining bills may vary and, in some cases, will require action by local governments or regulatory agencies before businesses see the full impact. The Rocklin Area Chamber will continue monitoring implementation and will share updates as additional guidance becomes available.
Why This Matters
Many of these laws are intended to help small businesses reduce delays, access resources more easily, activate vacant commercial properties, and navigate government processes more efficiently. As implementation moves forward, these changes may create new opportunities for businesses throughout Rocklin and the greater Sacramento region.
The Rocklin Area Chamber will continue to advocate for a strong business climate and keep members informed of legislative and regulatory developments that affect our local economy.
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