Jon Davis interview, continued

Fresh Expressions at its core is a missional movement to provide a place for None’s and Done’s to explore faith, ask questions and to see a church formed where they live. I am both a Fresh Expressions practitioner and trainer / mission strategist.  I have run a number of Fresh Expressions in Oviedo, Florida one most notably is doing a healing service at a hospital. Part of my Fresh Expression’s work is to offer training for people to learn how to do, create and cultivate Fresh Expressions in their context.   

Since the pandemic Fresh Expressions has pivoted strongly to an on-line digital training – teaching people to adapt their ministry to a pandemic world and to the digital platform for engagement and connection. (In many ways the Digital Platform has become a Fourth Place).   We have offered courses through the Resilient Church Academy – with a new slate of ministry tracks to be offered in a Post- Easter time frame.  https://resilientchurchacademy.com/ There have been dozens of webinars, think tanks, training cohorts and more designed and offered in these days and since the pandemic began nearly 15,000 people have gone through Fresh Expressions training. 

We practiced what we preach; adaptation.  In 2019 I did 100k miles on Delta, moved up a couple of medallion levels in travel, teaching and training for Fresh Expressions.  In 2020 I did not get on a plane but was engaged with hundreds of hours of training people on-line to do Fresh Expressions.  The pandemic has accelerated the need for mission and ministry adaptation and when we get on the other side of this, we will not go back to what was.  Some statistics and projections call for: 30% of mainline churches to close their doors; 40% of people who were regular in church attendance prior to COVID will not return to Sunday morning worship services.  We have a crisis if we continue to do what we always have done. We need to be pioneers and venture out in to this uncharted territory with the Good News of God in Christ and call people to faith and repentance. 


Jon, what has your experience with Fresh Expressions in regard specifically to other Episcopal dioceses or churches taught you that might be adaptive?

Fresh Expressions is an ecumenical mission reaching mainline denominations across some 60+ judicatories and can fit within any ministry framework.  It is anchored in what is essentially Christian so it can work with congregationalists, sacramentalists, Methodists, Calvinists, Pentecostal, non-denoms, mega-churches, small congregations, etc..  It fits well within Anglicanism (that is where it was birthed) especially within a parish structure.  We don’t often think that way but I have English priest friends who comment that they are there for everyone in their parish, a certain geography.  They are to shepherd their whole community and responsible for the spiritual lives of every resident regardless of their religious affiliation or lack thereof.  

Fresh Expressions is about community and relationships like we see in the Gospels in Bethany, Capernaum, Samaria, really wherever Jesus went. We see this in the Acts in places like Jerusalem, Antioch, Philippi, Corinth, and Athens to name a few. Trace Paul’s missionary journeys and what you find is not just a map but people who come to believe the Gospel and start doing life together. 

Fresh Expressions is a BOTH/AND mission.  Michael Beck wrote a book called Deep Roots and Wild Branches drawing on the analogy from Romans 11 where Paul speaks of the Olive Tree of Israel being the trunk and these wild branches of Christianity being grafted in and sustained by the root.   In a similar way the inherited, traditional church (that term used specifically as the there is an inheritance and treasure therein) has branches of Fresh Expressions grafted into it, giving life to the grafts and creating a blended ecology working together to bear fruit.   

In our Christendom, reformation model church became a place you went on Sundays to hear a sermon, message or teaching.  It was about learning the catechism and being formed in faith.  These are good and essential things but there is more when we truly share our lives, connect with others, bound together by the love of God.  Fresh Expressions holds up the foundational truths of the Great Commandment and the Great Commission; Love God with all we are, love one another as Jesus loves us and share this love with the world by word and example. 

So we adapt what we have done to the new world we have stepped into.  Phyllis Tickle in her book The Great Emergence wrote about 500 year Epochs in the life of the church.  I believe we have come to the end of the Reformation Epoch in the last 50 years or so and we are on the cusp off a new Post-Christendom Epoch.  A Christendom model for church is quickly fading and will not be effective in the Epoch to come.  I know and believe deep in my bones that a Post-Christendom world calls for a Pre-Christendom model of ministry; one that is depicted in the Gospels and the Book of Acts.   Fresh Expressions has much to contribute to building the church of the future. 

Is there anything else you would like to share with us?

TONS!  ;-) 


