Continuation of Jon Davis Interview, part 1


3. How did you feel the call to Cedar Key in the Diocese of Florida? What is it about the parochial ministry in NW Florida that excites you? How do you see your new parochial role in relation to your wider interests and commitments?

I was feeling fulfilled in my work with Fresh Expressions and not really looking or thinking about anything else. Then in the Fall of 2019 I was scrolling through my digital copy of The Living Church and saw an advertisement – Part-Time Priest in Cedar Key.  After a number of conversations, much prayer, a call quickly developed and I began as the part-time Vicar at Christ Church in Cedar Key on January 1, 2020. 

One of the things that let me hear this call and excited me was something that was in the church’s profile concerning; Is it time for Christ Church to go by another way?  Taking a cue from the wisemen who were directed by the Lord in a dream to return home by another way that was unfamiliar and new; Christ Church was asking this question of themselves. This sounded like Fresh Expressions to me and after listening and discerning I found there was a willingness by the people at Christ Church to think about the mission of the church in a new and different way. 

After 2+ months the pandemic hit and we were thrown into a forced disruption of what had been normal. We are still praying, listening and in many ways, feel the pandemic has been a cocoon we have entered and I believe we will emerge in new life and new mission on the other side.  We are being prepared in these days, I preach a lot about the mission of the church and weave Fresh Expressions into mix.  I see some places in the quaint island community where the ground is fertile for a new kind of church, especially around a food pantry and some other community places in our midst. 

Ultimately, I get to do both; be a parish priest, serve at the altar, preach and have a sacramental ministry in a calling that is familiar and dearly loved. I also get to work with a congregation to develop and cultivate a new (actually ancient) model for being the church in a community. It is joyful and full of the Holy Spirit working in us, for us, and through us to bring the Gospel to people in need of Good News!   

