INTERVIEW ARTICLE WITH KAREN VOYLES, CHRIST CHURCH, CEDAR KEY

Question: If you can recall, how did Christ Church decide to switch from
in-house to online worship services, e.g. starting in March?

Karen: We were in the planning phase for drive-in services when we learned
that there would be no services permitted. At about the same time, our
community on a rural, barrier island underwent a transition to limited
entry, so only those who lived or were considered an essential worker
were permitted entry. It became clear our church would need to be
closed.

Question: If you went from in-house worship services to on-line only, how was
the response to the on-line offerings?

Karen: We recognized that many churches with larger congregations and  access
to a wider variety of electronics were providing beautiful on-line
worship so we decided to enjoy those offerings and share the
information about where and when they could be found with the
congregation. Then we focused on a Saturday morning Zoom call created
by Fr. Jon Davis that became our virtual Sunday School.

Question: When did you return to some in-house in person services, e.g. June?

Karen: We returned to in-house services as soon as Bishop Howard approved them.

Question: Are people still ambivalent or un-sure about attending services in
church again?

Karen: We have some members who are ambivalent or staying away, but most of
us have returned to our new way of worship. The steps we took to meet
the protocols of social distancing assuaged many of our members, such
as adding UV filtration to our air handlers, offering Communion at
each pew (to limit touch points as people moved to the Communion
rail), identifying which pews and spaces were available.

Question: If you moved to on-line Christian formation classes, how was the attendance?

Karen: Fr. Jon had a varying number of participants in his Zoom calls.

Question: Did you have Vacation Bible School at Christ Church this last
summer? If so, did you have to be inventive? If in person, what safety
protocols?

Karen: We have a joint VBS with other churches in our community and agreed
that we will offer this over the Christmas break this year.

Question: Is Christ Church providing in-house services once again on Sunday
and during the week? If so, what does that look like? What are the
safety protocols? How is communion distributed?

Karen: Among the changes we made were the decisions to add a second service,
discontinue singing, require masks, provide Communion in single-serve,
disposable cups delivered to each pew, designate which portions of
each pew could be used, reducing another touch point by discontinuing
BCP use in favor of pamphlets,

Question: Have you re-started in house classes and activities for children
or adults in Christ Church?

We have re-opened our Fellowship Hall for church business, Mission
Board meetings, and AA meetings but the federal Senior Lunch program
has not yet resumed.

Question: Is there anything else you might add about how the Christ Church
clergy and lay leaders have responded constructively and imaginatively
in these extraordinary times?

Karen: Despite the uncertainties the pandemic wrought and although we just
met our new vicar, we have been able to maintain our ASA. This is the
result of a concerted effort by the Mission Board and the congregation
to remain in touch with each other and assist each other with whatever
we could offer. For example, Fr. Jon began a weekly email newsletter
(News, Information, and Reflection).

Also, we began to focus on planning for the future and finding ways we
can bless our community in this season. We are planning a Blessing of
the Animals on St. Francis Day weekend, which will be an outdoor event
with social distancing easily accomplished (and instead of masks for
our furry or feathered friends, we will provide each with a neck
kerchief!), as well as a Blessing of the Fleet later in the year (and
even kayakers will be able to social distance!).
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