
 

 

 

 

Burnt Mills Seventh-day Adventist Church 
 

June 15, 2020 

 

Re:  COVID-19 reopening plan 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

The world has been deeply affected by the virus known as SARS-Cov-2 that causes the infection 

COVID-19.  Because of the directives given by the State of Maryland and Montgomery County, we 

have not had regularly scheduled worship services at the church for some time.  The last time that the 

Burnt Mills Church family met all together in person was on March 7.  Since that time, we have been 

worshipping remotely thanks to the possibilities afforded to us by technology. 

 

We have missed meeting in person with our brothers and sisters during this time.  Even though Zoom 

gives us some chance to see each other’s faces and hear each other’s voices, it is just not the same.  We 

are moving now to reopen, and we want to do so in such a way that we follow the guidance of the 

federal, state, and local health departments as well as Adventist Risk Management in this process.  

Based on these guidelines, there are gradual steps we will be taking as we move through the process of 

reopening in phases.  

 

The following are some of the steps the church will be taking in order to resume larger, in-person 

worship services: 

 

 We will start with a small group as we worship together in order to phase in the steps we will be 

taking. We anticipate that there will be wrinkles to iron out, so we want to take a few weeks to 

get the process figured out. For worship services up to this point, we have kept the number of 

worship participants present to 10 or less in compliance with government restrictions. This 

weekend marks the beginning of the church reopening (June 19 and 20), and we will continue 

streaming without additional persons present. During successive weeks, we will gradually add 

worshippers as follows: 

o Friday June 26, and Sabbath June 27:  15 total worshippers at each service. The 

additional 5 will be by invitation only. They will be deacons, deaconesses, and greeters 

who are getting things ready for implementing the new procedures. 

o Friday July 3, and Sabbath July 4:  20 total worshippers. The additional 10 will be by 

invitation only. Again, they will be teams that are training in to implement the new 

procedures. 

o Friday July 10, and Sabbath July 11:  20 total worshippers. The additional 10 will again 

be by invitation only. 

o Friday July 17, and Sabbath July 18:  30 total worshippers.  Individuals or families who 

desire to attend may submit a request to attend by Tuesday, July14, through an email to 

info@burntmillssda.org or text to Eddie Hyder at 301-717-2570. (Calls are OK, but a text 

message with your name and number of people in your family is best.) 

 

 



 
o Friday July 24, and Sabbath July 25:  40 total worshippers. 

o Friday July 31, and Sabbath Aug 1:  50 total worshippers (we plan to use the youth 

chapel to accommodate more persons) 

o Friday August 7, and Sabbath August 8:  We will reevaluate our situation in accordance 

with the government’s guidelines at this time. 

 If you are over 60, have health conditions like high blood pressure, diabetes, or heart disease, 

know that, according to reliable health information, you are at elevated risk of severe 

complications if you are infected with COVID-19.  Please consider taking appropriate steps in 

accordance with your risk level. 

 If you have active symptoms, like a persistent cough or a fever, we ask that you worship with us 

from home. 

 We will give the church a more detailed cleaning in anticipation of more people being present. 

 We will check temperatures at the door; if anyone has a fever, we will require that they worship 

remotely. 

 We will have more hand sanitation stations throughout the church building. 

 We will mark off every second pew for seating and ask that individuals who are not from the 

same household sit at least six feet from those of another household. 

 We recommend that worshippers (except for children under 8) wear face coverings inside the 

building and will require them if you wish to participate in active congregational singing. 

 We ask that individuals check with others with regard to their comfort level in touching to greet 

one another.  We discourage hugs, handshakes, and other close contact greetings in accordance 

with physical distancing guidelines. 

 

Thank you so much for your patience and understanding as we navigate this reopening process.  We 

want to do what we can to provide a worship environment that enables all of our church members to be 

as healthy and as safe as we can reasonably make the church environment. 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

Daniel Royo 

Pastor, Burnt Mills Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

 


