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 Months ago, 

the Broadway Life 

headline at the 

top of the cover 

page was simply, 

“When?” It was a 

fitting question 

then and remains 

a fitting question 

now. While we 

have pressed 

through this 

season with strength by the grace of God, we continue 

to long for the return of our fellowship and worship, 

among other things, inside our church facility. Our 

virtual and outdoor in-person worship services remain 

inspired and well attended. In fact, we’re reaching some 

people in worship that we most likely would never have 

before.  

 Our expert COVID Advisory team of Steve 

Westgate, Lynelle Phillips, Mary Cunningham, Margaret 

Day and Jeff Overfelt stay engaged with our local and 

national safe and best practices in guiding us forward as 

a community. As college students have returned and 

Columbia Public Schools are soon to open, we know it 

is a critical time in the management of public gatherings. 

In this spirit, we intend to continue congregational 

operations as we 

are currently 

through the end of 

September. We will 

continue to re-

evaluate our 

practices week to 

week and will 

update you to any 

changes come 

October. As the 

late Fall and Winter 

weather naturally end our outdoor worship option, we 

are contemplating the ability to hold some in-person 

worship gatherings inside our facility. If such becomes 

possible, we will share detailed information about how 

we will do so safely. Thank you for praying for our 

church and community leaders as we grow through this 

unprecedented time. Pray for the scientists, medical 

professionals and others who are creating vaccines and 

treatments to help curb the deadly spread of COVID-19. 

May the combination of our best gifts help all rise from 

this season with greater compassion for one another 

and a strong determination to be our best selves moving 

forward.    

Coming Back From CoVid 

Outdoor Worship Continues Through September... 
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 Our own Ed Varnum recently 

offered an original song in worship 

built around the great third chapter 

of Ecclesiastes. Pete Seeger took a 

shot at doing the same in the song, 

“Turn, Turn, Turn” which became an 

international hit in 1965 when 

released by The Byrds. You’ve 

heard the famed scripture read at 

weddings and funerals and offered 

in a prayer or two over time. The 

passage offers a whole list of things 

for which there is an appropriate 

time or season: A time to be born 

and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to reap, a 

time to dance and a time to lean up against the wall 

during the Middle School dance in the school cafeteria. 

The text actually says, “a time to refrain from dancing” 

but you get the point. 

 The writer leaves out that there’s a time for 

retirement but we know such is a reality too. Perhaps 

the writer leaves that out because it’s hard to let go of 

beloved colleagues who have served so faithfully for so 

long. Debby Graham, while considering retirement for 

more than a year, has stuck with our team through 

some amazing transitional seasons. After seventeen 

marvelous years of ministry at Broadway, Debby has 

chosen to officially retire from her role on our staff team 

at the end of September. 

 Beginning as Rev. Rick Frost’s Administrative 

Assistant in 2003, Debby’s role grew and shifted over 

time as needs arose and her passions aligned. While 

her official title remains "Coordinator of Outreach 

Ministries", such only begins to cover the vast daily 

role she plays at Broadway. Not only does Debby 

serve our Outreach Ministry with tireless compassion, 

she creates and oversees every communications piece 

coming out of the church, works hand in hand with our 

Fellowship team to keep our congregation celebrating 

life together, serves as our Bereavement 

coordinator, and wears at least a dozen 

more hats associated with carrying out our 

ministry. While she will be greatly missed, 

we celebrate with her the new season she, 

Chris, and family will share together 

moving forward.  

 To celebrate and honor Debby’s 

ministry with us, we invite you to join us in 

the Broadway parking lot on Sunday, 

September 27th at 3:00 PM to share in a 

drive-by-blessing celebration with Debby. 

Cars will be directed in a line to drive 

under our covered drive where Debby will stand so you 

can celebrate her, thank her, and wish her well from 

the safety of your vehicle. We give thanks for Debby’s 

commitment to her faith and our community. She has 

served so very well! Thank you for helping express our 

deep appreciation to Debby.  

 To everything there is a season, a right time for 

every matter under heaven. I give thanks for this 

special time I have had to serve alongside of Debby 

Graham. She has not only been an invaluable resource 

to our community, but also a tremendous gift to me 

personally as I’ve found my way onto the Broadway 

team and resumed life in Columbia, Missouri after two 

decades elsewhere. Congratulations, Debby! You are 

loved and appreciated beyond measure. May this new 

season of retirement bring more joy than you even 

hope or imagine. We are grateful for your friendship, 

your laughter, and your dedicated commitment to 

serve.  

My (deepest) Regards, 

Mark 
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 With the departure of Nick 

Larson and the upcoming retirement 

of Debby Graham, there are natural 

questions about how we will round 

out our ministry team moving into 

the future. After discernment of our 

outgoing staff mates, current staff 

team, and input from Personnel, 

Vision and Youth Ministry teams, 

the following is the formulated plan 

forward at this time which will add three new members 

to our staff team.  

Director of Youth Ministries & Faith Formation  

 Without exception, and across generations of 

Broadway friends, the consensus for renewed and 

passionate focus on ministry to youth and their families 

is clear.  Whereas Nick’s role covered a wider range of 

ministries that included oversight of student ministries, 

this full-time position will have direct leadership of 

creating, leading, and resourcing ministries to nurture 

students grades 6-12 and their families. Additionally, 

this role will include focus on the faith formation needs 

of adults as well, resourcing new, and existing, small 

groups, Sunday school classes, and developing 

thematic educational events in partnership with our 

ministry team. Serving closely with Terry and Mark, this 

teammate will work within that circle of collaborative 

leadership, guiding the overall ministry of the church.  

 As Debby Graham covered a wide variety of roles on 

our staff team, it is nearly impossible to craft another full

-time position to assume the same functions. With input 

from Debby, other staff, and our Personnel team, it was 

determined best to move forward with two part-time 

positions with greater specificity of focus. Those 

positions have been defined as follows:   

Director of Community Engagement                          

 This part-time position, averaging 

fifteen hours weekly, will have close 

partnership with, and oversight of, our 

Mission and Outreach Ministries. This 

teammate will work with our M.O.M. team 

to strategize and carry out plans to connect 

volunteers to service needs in our 

community, the nation, and internationally. 

S/he will serve as a bridge to the city of 

Columbia – further connecting Broadway to the 

community and the community to Broadway. Together, 

the Director and M.O.M. team will nurture existing 

partnerships and imagine new ones. S/he will work 

closely with our staff team to align Broadway’s vision 

with community partners striving with similar passions to 

make Columbia a more just, loving, and grace-filled 

community. 

Director of Communications                           

 Averaging fifteen hours weekly, this Director will 

oversee and execute all communication needs of the 

church, engaging internal and external communiqué 

respectively. S/he will craft, edit and publish church 

newsletters, E-news, social media posts, and other 

written materials. This teammate will oversee our church 

website and connect with local media outlets concerning 

events associated with our church ministry. S/he will 

work closely with the staff team and lay leadership to 

understand the vision and direction of the church so as 

to best represent our ministry to our members and 

community, inspiring all to grow in their understanding 

and engagement of who we are called to be together.     

 We covet your prayers for these positions and those 

who will soon fill them. May the blessing of new 

partnerships be realized and honored as we move into a 

new chapter of ministry at Broadway Christian Church.  

Growing Our Broadway Staff  
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 Last Sunday, we were reading The 

Secret Place, a devotional for daily 

worship.  It described CareLink 

exactly.  First there was the scripture, 1 

Corinthians 12:14:  For the body itself is 

not made up of only one part, but of 

many parts.   

We were reminded that all of us play an 

important part. The CareLink team 

members  constantly use the gifts given 

to them by God to do the work required 

of us.  Each of us is important to the CareLink mission 

– Church family caring for church family.   And we're all 

important to God and to the body as a whole.  Thus, 

we matter to each other.  What a great feeling to know 

how much we matter. 

If you would like to join us in the CareLink ministry, call 

Patsy Dalton (573-356-6036) or Linda Poehlmann (573

-234-1950).  We always need more terrific team 

members. 

This month,  hear from some of our CareLink ministry 

chairs describe their group efforts during this 

challenging time of CoVid.  It's amazing how these 

ministries just keep on keeping on! 

Calls of Concern 

These team members keep the lines of communication 

humming with calls to our members who may feel be 

recovering from illness, adjusting to a move, dealing 

with a loss – in other word, they just need a call from a 

friend!  Referrals come from  our pastors or anyone 

who knows the situation.  When CoVid-19 impacted us 

in March,I reviewed a list of those who would benefit 

from a call.  A record number of calls were made and 

support was given.  This continues each month by our 

team of eight volunteers.  This 

ministry is a vital link for members to 

our church.  And as you may guess, 

we always need additional 

volunteers!  --  Ethel Okker, 573-449-

9124 

Care Center Visits 

Visits to all care centers have been 

suspended since March due to CoVid-

19.  Since we couldn't go in person, 

phone calls are made and cards sent since the start of 

the lockdown.  When visits are permitted we will 

resume face-to-face visits.  When that time comes, we 

will definitely need more CareLink care center 

volunteers. -Joyce Wood Harter.  Contact Patsy Dalton 

to join the team;573-356-6036. 

Bereavement Ministry 

` Before the pandemic, our  ministry would serve a 

luncheon or reception for family and friends either 

before or after a memorial service for their loved 

one.  Because of CoVid-19,bereavement gatherings 

has not been possible.  Our team would love to have 

more volunteers to provide food, help with set-up for a 

luncheon, and clean-up - please contact Dixie 

Fisher, rfisher003@centurytel.net or 573-474-3417.  

 

   

        Virtual  

  CROP Walk            

    Sunday,  Sept. 20 
    

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/columbiamo   

August 2020 Report 

♥ Services provided: 353 

♥ People served: 1168 

♥ Calls/emails: 379 

♥ Volunteers serving: 141 

These numbers do not include the 

ongoing regular visits and pastoral 

calls by our ministers. 

CareLink Co-chairs 

Patsy Dalton and Linda Poehlmann 

- A Ministry of Many Parts 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/columbiamo
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 CoVid has made doing 

outreach a bit of a 

challenge, but Mission & 

Outreach Ministry (MOM) 

is finding ways to serve!    

 Our Partner in 

Education, the Center for 

Early Learning –North, 

received 140 gift bags for teachers and staff on 

September 1.  These bags were assembled by MOM 

members (above photo), and contained small gifts and 

snacks for educators.  We were unable to provide 

breakfast for them on their first work day of the new 

school year, so bags was the next best thing! 

 For over two years, Don Day has been leading our 

Reconciliation Ministry emphasis.  In the midst of 

our country’s current turmoil this ministry 

and its goal of promoting understanding 

and reconciling with past and present 

injustices, is more important than ever.  

A fall book study is planned via Zoom,  

on the book White Fragility by Robin 

D’Angelo.  Contact Don at 

dday@centurytel.net to sign-up. 

 

 MOM has also initiated a Special Offering for 

victims of recent natural disasters in Iowa, Texas, 

Louisiana and Arkansas.  Your donations will be 

earmarked for “disaster relief” through Week of 

Compassion—see the online giving page of your 

Realm account.  

MOM Stays Busy...At A Safe Distance! 

 After a long day of ZOOM meet-

ings with our church staff, our 

Elder’s Circle, and the meeting of 

the Board last week, it was refresh-

ing to hear a Board member ex-

claim at the end of the night: “It’s so 

great we are pressing forward as a 

church into our bright future!”  

 And we are!  Our Vision Team, already reaching 

more than 300 Broadway members and friends with 

responses to the five questions proposed for congre-

gational discernment, is pressing forward in this 

identity confirming endeavor to help Broadway claim 

a Vision to guide us into the future. The congrega-

tional response has been insightful and formative. 

For any wishing to respond to the questions individu-

ally, please contact the church office to receive the 

questions and form by which to respond.  

 The hope is to release the results of this 

visioning effort around Thanksgiving that 

we might prayerfully hold such a gift during 

the season of Advent before birthing a stra-

tegic action plan in 2021. While the pan-

demic has introduced new challenges to 

this process as it has our lives in general, 

we believe such is an opportunity to imagine, like 

never before, who Broadway is called to be on the 

other side of this life-altering season.  

 Our Team, led by Ed Stansberry and Deb Ward, 

includes Colleen Colaner, Kristen Crews, Darren 

Day, Roger Fisher, Brent Ghan, Alison Hall, Tricia 

Marchack, Phil Schoo, Sandy Stallman, and Karen 

Weaver.  Thank you for your prayers for our team 

and your ongoing input in the process. May God con-

tinue to guide us into our bright future!   

 

Looking Ahead To Broadway’s Promising Future 



 

 BROADWAY FAMILY NEWS & BIRTHDAYS                   PAGE 6 

Continuing Recovery… 

...  Missy Blocher, Jana Day, Gay Gage, Maurice 

Gebhardt, Molly Frost Holmes, Resa Kerns, Bob Klein, 

Judy Letourneau, Donna Million, Mary Regan, Jim 

Thorne,  Ceresa Ward. 

Our Thoughts and Prayers… 

…. to Norman and Denise White and Donna White Mock 

and family, on the passing of Polly White, on August 29.  

 A virtual celebration of Polly’s life is planned for later t

 his fall. 

… to the family and friends of Lavona Virgen, who 

passed away on August 23. 

… to John and Mary Humlicek, on the passing of John’s 

brother. 

… to Kristin Kunze and family, on the passing husband 

Jim Weaver on August 18. 

Thanks Received… 

...Dear Broadway Friends,  

Thank you for your kindness following the death of my 

brother, Jeff. Your cards, texts, and emails are very 

appreciated. Thank you for being my Broadway family 

now and always.                                           Gina Muzzy 

… I feel such a deep sense of gratitude for the many 

cards, flowers, phone calls, food, and prayers during my 

recent illness. Thank you, each one of you. I am feeling 

much better and am looking forward to thanking all of 

you in person when we are able to meet again. 

                                                              Alice Jane Lanier 

… It is with deep appreciation that Audrey Spieler would 

like to thank the Broadway family for the prayers, texts, 

emails, phone calls, and sympathy cards.  They have 

been a great support in this time of shock and grief.   

                                                                           Audrey Spieler 

Celebrating September Birthdays 

9/7  Jan Holden, Sam Wright 

9/8  Linda Askren, Logan Howard 

9/9   Cindy Garrett 

9/10 Ashley Kidwiler, Todd Rauch  

9/11 Lily Fisher, Gina Hall 

9/12 Crystal Harrison 

9/13 Shelby Bryan, Charlie Day, Derek Howard,   

  Emerson Kenney 

9/14 Wayne Fenton, Anna Kirby, Wren Roark, Andrew 

  Sapp, Chloe Siemons 

9/15 Morgan Briley, Stacey Tonyan, Bryon Wiegand 

9/`6 Rebecca Atkins, Zach Blakey. Evan Crouse,   

  David  McGee, Mike Williams 

8/17 Adam Brenner, Sean Garfias, Herb Keller, Kristi  

  Larsen, Lila Morris, Austin Rauch 

9.18 Blake Hinkel, Paul Meyer 

9/19 Melissa Kern 

9/20 Addison Crews, Jalyssa Hardaway, Logan Moore 

9/21 Kimberly Kenney 

9/22 Dixie Fisher, Rachel; Griffin 

923  Kendall Flaherty, Nancy Muzzy 

924  Penny Adams, Emily Day, Dale Nelson, Jeff  

 Overfelt  

925  Scott Brees, Jillian Lybeck-Brown, Parker 

 Rainwater, Carrie Weaver  

926  Melody Freeman, Scott Hentges, Claire Willard 

9/27 Cami Jackman 

9/28 Bonnie Cassels 

9/29 Leslie Clay, Chris Shipman 

9/30 Kay Crouse 

Celebrating October Birthdays 

10/2 Cora Coil, Michael Tatum 

12/3 Cara Otto 

12/4 Lindsey Head  

 

Welcome to Our AGC Intern 

 Broadway’s All God’s Children 

adaptive Sunday School program 

is welcoming a new face this 

fall—our new intern, Younis 

Dabbagh.  Younis is a senior, who 

will graduate with his degree in 

Health Sciences in December.  

He will assist AGC Director, 

Crystal Harrison with finding new ways to engage our AGC 

kids during CoVid.  Younis likes to hike, play soccer and 

basketball, and is quite the chef!  welcome him to our staff! 
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Attendance:  August 2, 2020 

One Worship Service at 10:30 AM          

in Outdoor Worship Area       rained out                
  

Attendance:  August 9, 2020 

One Worship Service at 10:30 AM          

in Outdoor Worship Area        79              
 

Attendance:  August 16, 2020 

One Worship Service at 10:30 AM          

in Outdoor Worship Area                112 
 

Attendance:  August 23, 2020 

One Worship Service at 10:30 AM          

in Outdoor Worship Area           117 
 

Attendance:  August 30, 2020 

One Worship Service at 10:30 AM          

in Outdoor Worship Area               107      

All Women of Broadway are invited!

 

 BROADWAY FINANCIALS AS OF AUGUST 31, 2020     

           

          

 REVENUES   

Total 

Budgeted Received Percentage  Last Year's Numbers Percentage  

 OFFERING 2020-2021      At This Time    

                

 Pledged Giving $805,407.65 $143,905.54 17.80%  $110,591.88 15.15%  

 Unpledged Giving $106,530.27 $5,155.00 4.84%  $4,637.90 4.27%  

 Loose Offering $12,667.09 $50.00 39.00%  $1,599.81 14.48%  

 Sunday School $0.00      $2.00    

 Interest Income $0.00 $1.84    $46.66    

 Current Yr Net Activity        

  TOTAL $924,605.01 $149,112.38 16.13%  $116,878.25 13.75%  

          

 CURRENT YEAR ACTIVITY:  $16,902.37       

          

 EXPENSES 

Total 

Budgeted Expended Percentage  Last Year's Numbers Percentage  

    2020-2021      At This Time    

 Staff Payroll $615,386.52 $95,784.39 15.56%  $73,044.09 13.10%  

 Administration $46,935.00 $5,714.23 12.17%  $5,514.54 12.40%  

 Children & Youth $16,050.00 $165.75 1.03%  -$383.28 -2.63%  

 Fellowship $1,800.00 $0.00 0.00%  $123.51 9.15%  

 Discipleship $750.00 $0.00 0.00%  $80.42 11.17%  

 Property   $131,500.00 $19,746.39 15.01%  $21,855.37 17.02%  

 Mission & Outreach $92,460.49 $9,945.58 10.76%  $9,130.85 10.74%  

 Stewardship $630.00 $0.00 0.00%  $0.00 0.00%  

 Worship   $19,093.00 $853.67 4.47%  $1,487.32 8.77%  

  TOTAL $924,605.01 $132,210.01 14.30%  $110,852.82 13.04%  

          

          

Keeping Our Kids Connected During CoVid 

    Seventeen vehicles 

passed through our 

“drive through” Back-

pack Blessing on Au-

gust 23!  Several of 

those cars carried our 

Kindergartners inside, 

who received their “big 

kid” Bibles as well.  And 

everyone—parents included—received ice cream sandwiches from Fel-

lowship Ministry!  Thanks to all who came by, and blessings to our chil-

dren and their families as they navigate the school year. 
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