
What Will Northwood’s Music Program Look Like After the 

Pandemic? 
  
On March 1, 2020, composer Mark Hayes led our 40 voice Chancel choir, youth choir, and 

instruments in a magnificent Sunday of worship ending with a superb closing concert performing 

8 of his compositions.  Two weeks later, March 15, 2020, Northwood closed its doors due to a 

pandemic.  The Celebration Ringers were to play in worship that morning.  The children’s Orff 

instruments were supposed to play in worship that morning.  Our music program was thriving. 
  
54 Sundays later we opened our doors again on Palm Sunday after that many weeks of just 

livestreaming our worship and a few weeks of outdoor services.  We saw a lot of change.  Not 

only worshipping with masks on, but a great number of people had moved away.  Some people 

had sadly passed away. Some people had moved on to other churches.  Northwood looks 

different.  
  
But the Spirit of God is still in this place.  The Word is still being spoken.  The songs are still 

being sung.  Jesus is still present in our hearts and in the building.  And so, as school re-opens 

and summer comes to a close, when music rehearsals usually begin again, what will the music 

ministry looks like? 
  
It will certainly be smaller:  smaller numbers in the adult, youth and children’s vocal and bell 

choirs.  But smaller does not have to be less-than.  There can be great quality among lesser 

quantity.  How can we grow these numbers? 
  

This ministry is made up entirely of volunteers – YOU!!  If you feel you have gifts to 

offer, but in the past were thinking, “Oh, they don’t need me”, think again.  The 

opposite is true.  We truly need you. 
  
Have you sung in a choir before or would like to try?   

 Please consider singing in our Chancel Choir, Youth and Children’s Choirs.   

Do you read music – or have in the past? 

 Please consider ringing handbells. (I will train you) 

Do you have other musical gifts? 

 Do you play an instrument?  Band, orchestra instrument, guitar, etc.     
If you aren’t gifted musically, we could sure use your prayers.  Please pray for open hearts as we 

begin again; to open your hearts to new musical possibilities and to have open hearts as we 

worship.  We have so much to be thankful for.  Thank you for your support during this time and 

thanks be to God! 
  
 

 

Stephanie Carson, Director of Music 
  

 


