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WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US TODAY. 
We welcome all visitors this morning to our service of Word and Sacrament. ALL are 

invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at CELC this common meal is 

for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to 

membership, doctrine or creed. 

 

6th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

February 17, 2019 
9:00am  

 

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to listen closely 
to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find our place in the crowd among 
those who desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper 
with an invitation to live in him and the power to heal us all. 

Overview 

A fundamental decision is placed before us this day: Will we choose the way of blessing or the way of 
woe? The death and resurrection of Jesus is the pivot on which the decision turns. To be in Christ 
means that we get planted by streams of water and are rooted among those who thirst for God’s reign. 
The mystery of our faith points the path to life: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again. 

 

 

-we celebrate and we rejoice- 

http://www.christevangelical.org/


The Gathering 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP         “AFRICAN PSALM”    by Viktor Johnson 

                          
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND RESTORATION (excerpt from Iona Abbey Worship) 
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.)  
 

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates us and forms us, 
who redeems us and calls us, 
who unites us and sends us. Amen. 

 
 
A:  Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 

  
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination  

 
Mighty and loving God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We seek our own way. 
We divide the body of Christ. 
In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. 
Let the words of our mouths, 
the thoughts of our hearts, 
and everything that we do 
be filled with faith, hope, and love. Amen. 

 
Hear the voice of Jesus: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 
to proclaim release to the captives.” 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

I proclaim to you 
that your sins are forgiven and you are released. 
The joy of the Lord is your strength, 
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN  ELW 728   “BLEST ARE THEY”     

 



 

 

PASTORAL GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Let us pray.  
Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of 
our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make 
known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
[Congregation is seated.] 

The Word 
 

FIRST READING:  JEREMIAH 17:5-10 
These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings 

(17:5-11) that contrast two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and 

vitality of God is active in our life. Life without God brings a curse, the power of 

death. 
 
 5Thus says the Lord: 

 Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 

  and make mere flesh their strength, 

  whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 

 6They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 

  and shall not see when relief comes. 

 They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 

  in an uninhabited salt land. 

 

 7Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, 

  whose trust is the Lord. 

 8They shall be like a tree planted by water, 

  sending out its roots by the stream. 

 It shall not fear when heat comes, 

  and its leaves shall stay green; 

 in the year of drought it is not anxious, 



  and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

 

 9The heart is devious above all else; 

  it is perverse— 

  who can understand it? 

 10I the Lord test the mind 

  and search the heart, 

 to give to all according to their ways, 

  according to the fruit of their doings. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM:   PSALM 1 
R: They are like trees planted by streams of water. (Ps. 1:3) 

 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 

 2Their delight is in the law | of the Lord, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R 

 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves 

that | do not wither; 

  everything they | do shall prosper. 

 4It is not so | with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 

 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 

 6For the Lord knows the way | of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R 

 
 

SECOND READING:  1 CORINTHIANS 15:12-20 

For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ 

has been raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new 

life beyond death.  
  

12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no 

resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 

raised; 14and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your 

faith has been in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we 

testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are 



not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ has 

not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who 

have died in Christ have perished. 19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of 

all people most to be pitied. 

  20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 

died. 

 

         Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   (Mass of Light - Haas) 

 
 

GOSPEL:   Luke 6:17-26 
After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the 

nature and demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising 

statements about who is truly blessed in the eyes of God. 

 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 6th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
17[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 

disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre 

and Sidon.18They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who 

were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd were trying to touch 

him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 

  20Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

 “Blessed are you who are poor, 

  for yours is the kingdom of God. 

 21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, 

  for you will be filled. 

 “Blessed are you who weep now, 

  for you will laugh. 



  22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and 

defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely 

your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 

 24“But woe to you who are rich, 

  for you have received your consolation. 

 25“Woe to you who are full now, 

  for you will be hungry. 

 “Woe to you who are laughing now, 

  for you will mourn and weep. 

  26“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the 

false prophets.” 

 

       The gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON: REV. JEFF GALLEN 

 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Apostle’s Creed) 

A   With the whole church, let us confess our faith.  

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A  United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need. 

          
A brief silence.  
 
We pray for the church. Raise up faithful leaders to proclaim the gospel. Guide us 

in the ways of love. Empower us in ministry and service. Lord, in your mercy, 



hear our prayer. 
 
For the earth. Bless deserts and canyons, farmlands and vineyards. Bring 

sufficient rainfall to lands parched by drought, and restore places scorched by 
wildfire. Protect fragile environments from harm. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

 
For the nations. Grant wisdom to our elected leaders for the sake of the common 

good. Give courage to those who suffer persecution. Give patience and perseverance 
to those who work to bring an end to injustice. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

 
For those in need. For those who do not have enough food; for those who lack 

money; for those who are estranged from their families; for those who worry about 
many things. Comfort those who mourn. Heal and strengthen those who are sick 
(especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
For this assembly. For newcomers, visitors, longtime members, and those who are 

absent from us today. Root us deeply in your word and increase our faith. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

P And because you are one with us, O Christ, enable us to share your life with the 

world by sharing our own lives with the world. And so we pray, in the words you have 
taught us: 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

The Meal 
OFFERTORY / OFFERTORY  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

A  Let us pray. 

God of all creation, 
all you have made is good, 
and your love endures forever. 
You bring forth bread from the earth 
and fruit from the vine. 
Nourish us with these gifts, 



that we might be for the world 
signs of your gracious presence 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  (Holy, Holy from Mass of Light - Haas) 

 
 

It is indeed right and good that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to 

you…And so with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 



 
[THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE] (from Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks) 

 

P    Almighty Lord, we praise your shining light, your glowing grace. From before the earth’s 

foundation, you loved us and promised us life forever. Within the earth’s deep sadness, we laud 

your great and glorious might. Despite our tears and sinning, we sing of the gladness of your 

mercy. We praise your Son, our Morningstar. Christ is our diamond bright, our treasure dear. He 

is our living Savior who has ransomed us in love. He keeps us yours and fails us never – today, 

tomorrow, and every day.  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed… 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks… 

 

With joy we proclaim our faith: 

 We remember his death. 

 We proclaim his resurrection. 

 We await his coming in glory. 

 

 We call for your Spirit on us and this meal. Refresh our soul with this heavenly food, the body 

and blood of your Son. Nourish us as branches of your tree, and enlighten us with your undying flame.  

  Alleluia!  

 

 We sing out to the Father, we ring out to the Son, we exult in the Spirit. Transport us in our 

yearning, and be for us the end and the beginning, our purest pleasure, our victorious crown, our 

never-ending love. And so we pray and praise: Amen, amen, amen.  

Amen, amen, amen.   

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

P   May the peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. 

 



LAMB OF GOD   (Mass of Light) 

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Bread of Life, you take away the sin of the world; 
gave mercy on us. 
Cup of Love, you take away the sin of the world: 
Grant us peace. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS:    ELW 790   “DAY BY DAY” 

 
 



ELW 697 “JUST A CLOSER WALK WITH THEE”   
  

 
 

PASTORAL BLESSING 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P  We thank you, O God, 

that you have fed us at your banqueting table 

with bread and wine beyond compare, 

the very life of Christ for us. 

Send your Spirit with us now, 

that we may set the captive free, 



use your gifts to build one another up, 

and in everything reflect your glory 

revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

The Sending 
 

SENDING HYMN:    ELW 723 “CANTICLE OF TURNING”     VS. 1 & 2 



 



 

BENEDICTION   

P  God the Creator who delights in you, 

Jesus the Savior who is born for you, 

and the life-giving Spirit who shines on you, 

☩ bless you and keep you in hope and peace. Amen.  

 
DISMISSAL 

P  Go in peace. Christ is your light. 

Thanks be to God.  
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