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FALL NEWSLETTER, 2020 
  Large or Small, we 

represent you all! 
 

A Note from Your Region Representative  

Hello and Welcome to your Region 8 Newsletter! 

It is an honor to connect with you, our members,  this  quarter as we enter the Season of the falling leaves.   

Change is in the air, the land, and sky.  Change is also inside of us as our bodies prepare for the leaner part of the year. 
I trust everyone is grateful for cooler winds and temperatures.  Or not, for those that celebrate summer and her heat! 
This is the time of year when the grass changes from green to golden hues  and our equine partners begin to fuzz up, 
losing their sleek summer sheen. 

Large and small changes have been reflective of this year's persona since day one!  Working  from home, a first for 
many, and planning the proper protocol to allow for safety and protection against the  “C” word while we serve our 
participants.  Zoom is no longer red and blue rugby shirts, but meetings and conferencing with our horsey peeps!. 
Through the highs and lows, our industry has remained strong and united.  We have held together and we rode the 
waves of inconsistency and change. The beauty of it is, we have found ourselves  standing tall with our feet on the 
ground!  

Many of you have taken hits from hurricanes, storms, high winds and budgets due to closures and reorganization. 
Many have felt the pains of the closures deeper than others.  Our Regional Leadership Team has worked hard to reach 
out to those needing assistance. You, our PATH International members, are the foundation of the EAAT industry!  We 
tuck and roll, we tumble, we pull ourselves and each other up by the bootstraps. We”Cowgirl Up” or “Cowboy Up”, 
whichever fits your stride.  We have prayed for each other,  held hands when words were lost, and shared  donations 
of hay and tack without hesitation.  We continue to bless  each other in both Large and Small ways!   

I commend all of our center’s staff, volunteers, donors, and supporters for keeping our PATH Intl centers open and 
operating.    At each center,  amazing changes are created to overcome the challenges in the lives of every individual 
that participates in the programs provided. Fall is meant for regrouping and gathering from the summer sowing!  Take 
time to reflect on the amazing accomplishments that were made during a very perplexing year. 

Keep supporting, connecting, and reaching for the sky with each other.  The sky is limitless~ 

Respectfully,  Jen Donahue Region 8 Representative 
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PATH International 2020 Region 8 Winners  

While the 2020 PATH Intl Region 8 Conference was cancelled, there are still region winners to celebrate! 

Congratulations to all winners! 

 
Shayna Bolton: PATH Intl. Region 8 
Credentialed Professional (sponsored by 
Markel Insurance) SIRE, Inc, Houston, Tx 

 

Jessie Enchanted Proof (Jessie): PATH Intl. 
Region 8 Equine (sponsored by Purina and 

EQUUS Foundation) Compadres Therapy, Inc. 
El Paso, TX 

Dr. Kenton Arnold: PATH Intl. Region 8 
Veterinarian(sponsored by American Regent 
Animal Health, maker of Adequan®) Equest, 

Dallas, TX 

Cathy Wirz 
PATH Intl. Region 8 Volunteer 

Born 2 Be Therapeutic Equestrian Center 
Aubrey, TX 

 

 

2 Like and Follow us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/PATHIntlRegion8


A Changed Appearance, but the Same Heart 

As centers begin to adjust to a “new normal” we all celebrate and overcome challenges. Hear from across your region 
about center struggles and triumphs. Do you have news that you would like to share? Contact your state chair, a 
complete list is provided on page 5 of this newsletter. Large or small, we represent you and want to hear from you!  

Arkansas 
Equestrian Zone           Russellville, AR           (479) 970-9379    ezrussellville@gmail.com 

Equestrian Zone in Russellville, Arkansas has over 40 
clients in their Fall session that started in August and ends 
in December of 2020.  Although down 20 clients due to 
COVID 19 they are seeing an upswing in the Hippotherapy 
programs.  Equestrians Zone has been a long standing 
presence in the Russellville area with Connie Holt as its 
Executive Director.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily and Justin Hoskinds                Cushman, Arkansas          (501) 454-4145 
hoskindspt@gmail.com  

Update from Hoskinds Physical Therapy: Last year we were able to cover our 
arena, and this Spring we finished a bathroom and wash stall under the arena 
cover. The bathroom came in handy for hand washing when we started riding 
again this June. We opened back up one day a week for 5-6 clients with 
COVID-19 precautions. My volunteers and I wear masks, we clean/sanitize 
toys, helmets, belts and equipment between clients, and wash hands between 

clients. The 
parents/families 
observing are spaced 
out for social 
distancing, and we try 
not to overlap times of 
service too much to 
limit contact. We plan 
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to continue services one day a week this fall. 

A Changed Appearance, but the Same Heart Continued… 

Louisiana  

Reins of Hope Lake Charles, LA   ( 337) 905-5867      info@lebocagestables.com  

The image to the left is from Reins of Hope in Lake 
Charles, LA.  On August 27, 2020, their center was hit 
hard by Hurricane Laura.  They sustained 150 mph winds 
for about 8 hours and had three tornadoes touch down 
on their property at different times during the storm.  As 
a result, both cupolas were ripped off the main barn, 
most of the fencing was destroyed, and it was a struggle 
to get water to the horses.  According to the Program 
Director and instructor, Jeanne Dennis, “It looks like a 
bomb exploded.” Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Reins of Hope as they begin the process of rebuilding, so 
they may continue to serve their riders. 

 

 

 

Oklahoma 

Coffee Creek Riding       Edmond, OK               (405) 340-837         coffeecreekriding@sbcglobal.net  

Covid 19 has been a new  experience in providing our 
program and I am sure many of you have been 
impacted as well. Our normal program includes special 
education classes from various schools across the 
greater metro OKC area. Many  of the  school systems 
we serve  are  virtual at this time with others having in 
school classes but not allowing field trips this semester. 
Because we were not able to have  our normal summer 
program, we are now having some of those  students 
come to ride scheduled two at a time with few 
volunteers.  We take temperatures as they arrive and 
have masks for every one even children’s masks with 
cute puppy dogs. 
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Praying blessings on everyone's program.  
-Joy Milligan 

A Changed Appearance, but the Same Heart Continued… 
 
TLC Therapeutic Riding Center                 Stonewall, OK               (580) 559-3084              rodeoa@tds.net  

TLC Therapeutic Riding Center had an active summer, with new riders and new 
training! Everyone, including this young lady (pictured below), enjoyed seeing 
familiar faces and the outdoors.  Like all centers, TLC was closed for a few 

months but we are “back in the 
saddle”! 

Our annual Kentucky Derby fundraiser 
had to be cancelled, but Caroline, TLC 
Therapeutic Riding Center ‘s miniature 
donkey (pictured right), wore her bow 
anyway!  

 

 

 

 

Texas 
Upward Transitions Therapeutic Horsemanship, Helotes, TX  (210) 867-1188 
info@upward-transitions.org  

The Summer  has been a busy one for Upward Transitions of Helotes, Texas. Though they experienced COVID-19 
related closures for their regular therapeutic horseback riding lessons, They took that time to work with new horses 
and improve their facility. They not only welcomed two new members to their herd, Archie and Autumn,  but they 
also, with the help of volunteers, painted fences and much more.  
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A Changed Appearance, but the Same Heart Continued… 

Compadres Therapy Inc.                 El Paso, TX              (915) 244-6409        compadrestherapy@aol.com  

Compadres Therapy Inc. of El Paso, Tx were the winners of 
PATH Intl. Region 8’s Equine of the Year! As well as 
celebrating their horse Jessie (pictured below with the 
other award winners) Compadres received the help of 
their local Junior League of El Paso in funding a new 
ramp. Jim, as pictured below, helped build the ramp.  

 

 

 
 

Stay in Contact with Your State Chairs and Region Representative 
 

Jen Donahue- Region Representative, region8rep@pathintl.org  
Kimberly Haley- AR CoChair, merlin_angel@hotmail.com 

Becke Williams- AR CoChair, beckew1995@gmail.com  
VIcki Eiland - LA Chair, Vicki.Eiland@newheightstherapy.org  

Rachel Royston - OK CoChair, rachel@turningpointriding.org 
Andi Holland- OK CoChair, ed1@savannahstation.org  

Emilie Thomason - TX Chair, emiliekt91@gmail.com  
 

 
 
 

Are you interested in becoming a 
PATH Intl Region 8 State Chair? 

Contact Jen Donahue, listed 
above, to learn how you can be a 
part of the Region 8 Leadership 

Team as Texas or Louisiana state 
co-chairs.  
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