Dear PATH Intl Member or CTRI,
My name is Ellen Rankins and I am a researcher from Colorado State University at the Temple Grandin Equine Center in the Department of Animal Sciences. We are conducting a research study on adaptive/therapeutic riding instructors and instructors in training in the United States and your knowledge of horse behavior and training. The title of our project is A Survey of Instructor Perceptions of Horses in Equine-Assisted Services: Instructor Experience and Knowledge. The Principal Investigator is Caiti Peters, Temple Grandin Equine Center and I am the Co-Principal Investigator. Christine Rudd, Texas Tech University, and Sarah Reega, Colorado State University, Temple Grandin Equine Center, are co-investigators for this study. 
We would like you to take an anonymous online survey. Participation will take approximately 10-15 minutes. Your participation in this research is voluntary. If you decide to participate in the study, you may withdraw your consent and stop participation at any time without penalty by exiting your browser window. 
You can choose to participate anonymously, without providing your name or personal identifiers. At the end of the survey, you will have the option to provide your name and email address to be entered into a raffle for a $50 Dover Saddlery gift card. Even if you provide your contact information, your name will never be associated with the answers you provide. When we report and share the data to others, we will combine the data from all participants.  We will keep your data confidential; your name and data will be kept separately in a secure REDCap database or on a secure password-protected drive accessible only to the research team. While there are no direct benefits to you, we hope to gain more knowledge on adaptive/therapeutic riding instructors and their knowledge of horse behavior and training. We hope this information will be used to inform the development of educational resources and training for adaptive/therapeutic riding instructors.

If you choose to participate and provide your email address, you will be entered into a raffle for one of two $50 gift cards to Dover Saddlery. We expect about 1,000 participants to provide contact information, so the chances of winning are about 2 in 1,000.    
If you choose to take part in this study, the information could be used for future studies or distributed to another researcher for future research studies without your permission. 
All efforts will be made to keep your responses confidential, but there is always a risk that a data breach could occur. No identifiable information will be collected from you and responses will be collected through a secure, online database (REDCap). It is not possible to identify all potential risks in research procedures, but the researcher(s) have taken reasonable safeguards to minimize any known and potential (but unknown) risks. 
To indicate your consent to participate in this research and continue to the survey, please click here: https://redcap.link/90mn17ts.   

If you have any questions about the research, please contact Ellen Rankins at ellen.rankins@colostate.edu. If you have any questions about your rights as a volunteer in this research, contact the CSU IRB at:  CSU_IRB@colostate.edu; 970-491-1553.
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