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Registration Open for Milestones Autism Resources 2021 Virtual National Conference
Remote annual event to feature two keynote speakers, more than 90 sessions, sponsor and exhibitor expo and networking breakout sessions
CLEVELAND – April 1, 2021 – Milestones Autism Resources will be presenting the Milestones National Autism Conference, June 16-17, as a completely virtual experience, with on-demand access for all registrants through August 15. Registration is now open for the annual conference targeted toward autism professionals, individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder       (ASD) and their family members. Offering practical strategies to use at work, school and home, this year the highly anticipated and renowned 19th annual conference will feature:
· Discounted registration rates/fees
· Financial scholarships available
· 90 pre-recorded and/or live sessions led by one or more of 120  leading speakers across the U.S.
· Two keynote speakers 
· Morenike Giwa Onaiwu, June 16 – Educator, Author, Parent, Social Justice Activist, Autism Self-Advocate. Morénike Giwa Onaiwu, MA, is a woman of color on the autism spectrum, an educator, public speaker, parent of children on the spectrum, and advocate. She is involved in various social justice activism endeavors and is a contributing author/editor of several publications, abstracts, and books focusing on community engagement, intersectionality, disability, advocacy, and inclusion.

Morénike has spoken at the White House, the United Nations, the AIDS Clinical Trials Group Network plenary, and several national conferences. Her board membership includes Autistic Self-Advocacy Network, Autism in Adulthood Journal, Ethical Autism Research Expert Group, the National Disability Parenting Research Center and other entities. She has written for or been featured in Salon, Huffington Post, Spectrum, NPR, Medium, POZ, and Conde Nast. Morénike is a full-time college faculty member, a Humanities Scholar at Rice University’s Center for the Study of Women, Gender, and Sexuality and Co-Chair of the Women’s HIV Research Collaborative. She is also co-editor of the first anthology of Autistic people of color, All the Weight of Our Dreams: On Living Racialized Autism and the upcoming Sincerely, Your Autistic Child: What Every Person on the Autism Spectrum Wishes Their Parents Knew About Growing Up, Acceptance, and Identity and Neurodiversity in Noir: A Collection of Black Voices.

· Alix Generous, June 17 – Mental Health Champion, TED Talk Sensation, Entrepreneur, Autism Self-Advocatexu. Alix Generous is a mental health activist, writer, entrepreneur, child therapist, and artist. Her TED talk, “My Inner Life with Asperger's” has been viewed over 1.9 million times and she has spoken around the world about her life experiences.

As an #ActuallyAutistic influencer, Alix Generous is passionate about her work in autism and mental health advocacy. Alix takes on projects that increase awareness and acceptance of those with mental differences, advocating for non-violence, sustainability and equality. Her drive is derived from her childhood having undiagnosed autism and facing collateral institutional abuse. Now she acts as a voice for young people with both mental health and developmental disabilities.

By the age of 22, Alix was a cofounder of Autism Sees, a biotech company that develops assistive technology such as apps to help people with ASD develop communication skills. In 2015 Alix spoke at the TEDWomen event, where she discussed what it is like to live with autism. It was a video of her TED Talk that served as an inspiration for the autistic main character in the hit ABC comedy, “Everything’s Gonna Be Okay”, with the most notable parallels being the character’s love for piano and a lovable Saint Bernard inspired by Alix’s service dog, Chauncey. Alix has also acted as a script consultant for the show as well as consulted for such companies as The Spectrum Works, which runs initiatives to get individuals with ASD hired by corporations.

An artist who has created private character art for clients, Alix graduated from the University of Vermont in 2016 and now lives in Los Angeles, where she runs her own LLC, Generous & CO and pursues her life goal of expanding the availability of resources for the autistic community across the globe.

· CEU credits (pending) within 12 disciplines, including:
· Adult Services
· Behavioral Analyst Certification Board (BACB)
· Counseling
· County Board Members
· Early Intervention
· Education
· Marriage & Family Therapy
· Occupational Therapy
· Psychology
· Service & Support Administration
· Social Work
· Speech-Language Pathology

· Virtual networking opportunities
· Sponsor and exhibitor expo
· Virtual art exhibit featuring the work of individuals on the autism spectrum from across the world
“Going into our second year presenting the conference as a virtual event, our team has found ways to improve an already amazing online opportunity for autism professionals, students, individuals with ASD, and their families,” said Ilana Hoffer Skoff, MA, executive director, Milestones Autism Resources. “The      content is cutting-edge, the world-class experts will impress and opportunities to learn and engage will be nonstop—all from the safety and comfort of a computer, phone or tablet.”
Individuals, families and groups may learn more and register here. To become a sponsor, exhibitor or  advertiser, contact Vanetta Perry at vperry@milestones.org. For more information about Milestones Autism Resources’ mission and services, please visit milestones.org or contact 216.464.7600 ext. 200.


About Milestones Autism Resources
Founded in 2003, Milestones Autism Resources improves the lives of individuals on the autism spectrum by educating, coaching and connecting the autism community with evidence-based information. Milestones envisions a community in which individuals on the autism spectrum reach their full potential as contributing members of society, recognized for their strengths and supported in their challenges. Each year, Milestones serves more than 2,000 parents, professionals, and individuals with autism through an annual educational conference, free autism helpdesk, trainings and coaching services. In        addition, milestones.org has more than 1,400 autism resources.
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