
 

Breakout Session RFP for 11th Annual Farm to Plate Network 

Gathering, November 11-12, 2021 

For the 2021 Annual Gathering we will be selecting breakout sessions from proposals submitted through the 

following form: https://goo.gl/forms/p8ZgJ48Zhq8Kl9N33. We are looking to fill a minimum of 10 time slots, 

with a standard session running 1.5hrs, though we are open to shorter sessions or sessions that would span two 

1.5hr blocks for a total of 3hrs (with a break in-between). You may apply as a breakout session organizer, or as a 

panelist if you would like to be considered to share your story as part of a longer session but are not able to 

organize and facilitate an entire session yourself. This also means that if you apply as a session organizer, you do 

not need to have all of your panelists pinned down (though you should provide some examples/ideas), as we 

may be able to help matchmake between submissions. 

For this year’s Gathering we are prioritizing submissions that relate to implementing priority strategies and brief 

recommendations from the Vermont Agriculture and Food System Strategic Plan 2021-2030. "Implementation”  

can include initiatives at a wide range of stages, from completed, successful projects, to early stage 

conversations on “what might it even look like to implement this strategy?”. While we are looking to create a 

balance of sessions that cover the four goal categories of the plan - Sustainable Economic Development, 

Environmental Sustainability, Healthy Local Food for All Vermonters, and Racial Equity - we recognize the 

intersectionality of these goal categories and encourage proposals that highlight successful intersectional 

approaches or raise challenges and tensions of trying to do intersectional work. 

Within these four topic areas there is a wide range of potential session content and structures. We ask you to 

identify your session as a Deep Dive, a Findings from the Field session, or a Training (each described below). 

While we also ask you to identify which of these broad goal categories your proposal addresses, please submit 

your proposal even if you do not yet have a clear articulation of how it directly relates to the specific priority 

strategies included within the Plan – we are able to help identify these connections. 

Based on our commitment to diversity and inclusion as a Network, and direct feedback from participants that 

diversity enriches sessions, we encourage and will prioritize session proposals that feature race, gender, and age 

diverse panelists and/or contributors. We also encourage and will prioritize sessions that feature a diverse 

mixture of backgrounds, voices, and perspectives that includes farmers/food workers/members of the private 

sector, underrepresented groups, and those impacted by the issues presented. Farm to Plate can support 

farmers and farm workers, small food business owners and employees, BIPOC, and student/youth panelists with 

a stipend and comped registration for their time and contributions.   

Please submit your session proposal by end of day Wednesday, August 4th. If you have any questions, please 

contact Jake Claro (jake@vsjf.org) and/or Sarah Danly (sarah@vsjf.org). We look forward to reviewing your 

submissions!  

 

https://goo.gl/forms/p8ZgJ48Zhq8Kl9N33
https://www.vtfarmtoplate.com/plan/


Deep Dives:  

Deep Dives should examine a challenging idea or provocative question those in the food system have been 

wrestling with, and should help pollinate ideas and systems-level problem solving. The Deep Dives are our way 

of getting the collective brain power of the network into a room together to 

explore/examine/scrutinize/understand a pressing issue in the food system. Session design for deep dives 

should minimize presenting time and maximize discussion time, with the assumption being that everyone in the 

room has experiences relating to the subject.  The role of the panelists is to provide grounding, context, and 

some framing around the relevancy of what is being explored, and then let the conversation evolve into a 

dynamic collaborative discussion. Because Deep Dives are dynamic in nature, creative design and strong 

facilitation are essential. This may be an especially appropriate session type for implementation efforts that are 

in early, exploratory stages, or existing efforts in need of greater coordination and partnerships. 

Findings from the Field: 

“Findings from the Field” sessions are knowledge based and an opportunity for storytelling about your work. 

This may be an especially appropriate session type for implementation efforts that are well underway or even 

completed. We strongly encourage panels, rather than featuring only a single initiative, and the traditional 

presentation portion should be limited to a maximum of 40 minutes, leaving time for group discussion or small 

breakouts. 

 

Training: 

Trainings are skills based – a professional development opportunity for attendees. Trainings should be highly 

interactive and offer attendees the chance to learn or practice a specific skill that will be helpful to their work in 

implementing the Plan. 


