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The TUXPS AdPiQiVWUaWiRQ aW Whe UN: A RecRUd Rf AbdicaWiRQ aQd DefeaW
 

TUXmS: ³I don'W belieYe WheUe haV been an\ adminiVWUaWion in Whe hiVWoU\ of WhiV coXnWU\ WhaW haV
done moUe in WZo \eaUV«.´

AXdience: [LaXghWeU]

UN GeneUal AVVembl\, SepWembeU 2018

 

:ASHINGTON, D.C. -- PUHVLGHQW TUXPS DQG KLV DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ KDYH WXUQHG APHULFD¶V EDFN RQ WKH
8N, FHGLQJ JOREDO LQIOXHQFH DQG OHDGHUVKLS WR RXU ULYDOV. TrXmp has insWead adopWed an ineffecWiYe
approach of YindicWiYe and bXll\ing diplomac\ WhaW has done liWWle e[cepW erode American inflXence,
Zeaken coaliWions and alliances YiWal Wo oXr naWional secXriW\, and leaYe core American YalXes ZiWhoXW a
champion. This is an adminisWraWion WhaW has, someWimes liWerall\, abandoned iWs seaW aW Whe Wable as Whe
Zorld, someWimes liWerall\, laXghs aW Whe UniWed SWaWes Xnder TrXmp. 

TKH 8QLWHG SWDWHV KHOSHG FUHDWH WKH 8N WR FKDPSLRQ RXU YDOXHV DQG JLYH WKH ZRUOG D SODFH WR
SHDFHIXOO\ PHGLDWH LWV GLVSXWHV. DHVSLWH WKH 8N¶V LPSHUIHFWLRQV, SUHYLRXV DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV KDYH
EHHQ DEOH WR OHYHUDJH LW WR DGYDQFH DQG GHIHQG RXU LQWHUHVWV DV ZHOO DV SURPRWH RXU YDOXHV. BXW Whis
adminisWraWion has hardl\ Wried Wo sWand Xp for eiWher aW Whe UN, ZasWing an imporWanW opporWXniW\ and
hXrWing oXr sWanding along Whe Za\. 

FRUPHU 8N APEDVVDGRU NLNNL HDOH\¶V WHQXUH ZDV FKDUDFWHUL]HG E\ EOXVWHU\ VSHHFKHV EXW
IHZ UHVXOWV IRU WKH 8QLWHG SWDWHV. On core U.S. naWional secXriW\ issXes, inclXding Middle EasW
peace and Iran, Ze are more isolaWed Whan eYer, as Hale\ focXsed on \elling aW oXr closesW allies
and bXrnishing her poliWical credenWials aW home insWead of mobili]ing oWher coXnWries Wo help Xs
Wackle global problems. Too ofWen Xnder Hale\, Whe UniWed SWaWes Zas on Whe losing end of lopsided
YoWe coXnWs, diplomaWic defeaWs WhaW Xndermine oXr sWanding and make iW harder Wo lead. FeZ pasW
U.S. ambassadors Wo Whe UN haYe lefW Whe job ZiWh so feZ accomplishmenWs.
CXUUHQW 8N APEDVVDGRU KHOO\ KQLJKW CUDIW LV D ORQJWLPH FOLPDWH GHQLHU ZKR KDV RYHU $63
PLOOLRQ SHUVRQDOO\ LQYHVWHG LQ FRDO, JDV, DQG RLO DVVHWV. She earned Whe nod onl\ afWer TrXmp
XnsXccessfXll\ aWWempWed Wo insWall a former Fo[ NeZs personaliW\ Wo Whe posW. The demoWion of Whe
UN Ambassadorship Xnder CrafW Wo a sXb-cabineW leYel posW makes plain Whe disdain Whe TrXmp
adminisWraWion has for Whe insWiWXWion and iWs doXbWs regarding iWs--or CrafW¶s--abiliW\ Wo score
YicWories ZiWhin Whe UN s\sWem. CrafW, Zho had no major foreign polic\ e[perience before joining
Whe adminisWraWion, Zas described as displa\ing a ³lack of depWh on ke\ foreign polic\ issXes´
dXring her confirmaWion.

OQ LVVXH DIWHU LVVXH DW WKH 8N, WKH TUXPS DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ KDV UDFNHG XS D UHFRUG RI DEVHQFH IURP
WKH WDEOH, IDLOXUH, RU, LQ WRR PDQ\ FDVHV, ERWK. 

AEDQGRQLQJ KXPDQ ULJKWV: TrXmp has largel\ forsaken America¶s commiWmenW Wo defending hXman
righWs ZiWhin Whe UN s\sWem. From China Wo SaXdi Arabia and Whe UAE, TrXmp has backed doZn from
holding coXnWries accoXnWable for hXman righWs abXses and oWher bad behaYiors--in some cases ciWing
liWWle more Whan Wheir pXrchases of American arms. The adminisWraWion loXdl\ inYokes hXman righWs onl\
Zhen bashing iWs adYersaries, Zhile ofWen remaining silenW Zhen TrXmp¶s pecXliar seW of friends, sXch as
RXssia, commiW YiolaWions. 
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8N FRQGHPQDWLRQV RI WKH 8QLWHG SWDWHV haYe become more common. UN High Commissioner
for HXman RighWs Michelle BacheleW has criWici]ed Whe TrXmp adminisWraWion for iWs XnilaWeral
sancWions againsW Vene]Xela, arbiWrar\ separaWion of families, and Xse of haWe speech. In an
inWerYieZ ZiWh Whe GXardian, former UN High Commissioner for HXman RighWs Prince Zeid Ra¶ad
al-HXssein said: ³The TrXmp adminisWraWion seems Wo haYe separaWed iWself from preYioXs
adminisWraWions in iWs Xpholding of hXman righWs globall\.  
APHULFDQ ZLWKGUDZDO IURP WKH 8N HXPDQ RLJKWV CRXQFLO abandoned an opporWXniW\ Wo defend
hXman righWs, adYance American inWeresWs, and reform Whe Za\ Whe UN responds Wo egregioXs
hXman righWs YiolaWions. WiWhoXW Whe UniWed SWaWes aW Whe Wable, oXr adYersaries and riYals,
inclXding China, haYe Waken oXr place on Whe CoXncil, heralding an open season for looking Whe
oWher Za\ in Whe face of abXse. 
TDUJHWLQJ WKH IQWHUQDWLRQDO CULPLQDO CRXUW: Former NaWional SecXriW\ AdYiser John BolWon Xsed
his firsW pXblic speech in office Wo somehoZ conclXde WhaW Whe ICC is a WhreaW Wo Whe UniWed SWaWes
and eYen WhreaWen sancWions againsW iWs jXdges and prosecXWors. ConWinXing his feXd from Whe BXsh
adminisWraWion, BolWon issXed an XnprecedenWed Yisa ban againsW FaWoX BensoXda, Whe chief ICC
prosecXWor, a peWW\ and small WacWic. 
TKH 8QLWHG SWDWHV GLG QRW QRPLQDWH D FDQGLGDWH IRU WKH 8.N. CRPPLWWHH RQ RDFLDO
DLVFULPLQDWLRQ in 2019. A SWaWe DeparWmenW official reporWed WhaW Whe WhiWe HoXse inWerYened Wo
block Whe renominaWion of Whe incXmbenW apparenWl\ becaXse she Zas an Obama-era nominee. 
TKH 8.S. UHIXVDO WR VXSSRUW WKH GOREDO CRPSDFW IRU MLJUDWLRQ isolaWed Xs from noW jXsW from
oXr WradiWional parWners, bXW from nearl\ Whe enWire planeW. AfWer Whe inWernaWional commXniW\ creaWed
an hisWoric agreemenW recogni]ing eYer\ naWion¶s righWs and obligaWions Yis-a-Yis Whe challenge of
migraWion, Whe adminisWraWion joined onl\ Whe increasingl\ aXWhoriWarian goYernmenW of HXngar\ in
opposing Whe agreemenW, leWWing TrXmp¶s [enophobia leaYe Xs fXrWher alienaWed from Whe Zorld. 
LRVLQJ WKH WRS SRVLWLRQ DW WKH IQWHUQDWLRQDO OUJDQL]DWLRQ IRU MLJUDWLRQ (IOM) LQ 2018, a posW
WhaW, ZiWh onl\ one e[cepWion, had alZa\s been held b\ Americans, Zas a sWXnning break from a
long WradiWion of American leadership. The caXse Zas simple; Whe TrXmp adminisWraWion nominaWed
a noWorioXs Islamophobe Zho sWood in locksWep ZiWh iWs anWi-immigranW agenda.
TUXPS¶V ZDU RQ ZRPHQ KDV JRQH JOREDO, folloZing Whe reinsWaWemenW of Whe ³global gag rXle,´ a
parWisan polic\ WhaW denies all U.S. fXnding Wo inWernaWional aid groXps and agencies WhaW so mXch
as adYise on Whe issXe of aborWion. The gag rXle falls hardesW on some of Whe mosW YXlnerable
Zomen in Whe Zorld, inclXding sXrYiYors of rape in Zar ]ones and YicWims of child marriage and
female geniWal mXWilaWion. 
The adminisWraWion WKUHDWHQHG WR EORFN D 8N SHFXULW\ CRXQFLO RHVROXWLRQ WR FRPEDW VH[XDO
YLROHQFH DQG UDSH in armed conflicW. Press reporWs indicaWed WhaW Whe adminisWraWion Zorked Wo cXW
langXage from Whe resolXWion WhaW ZoXld haYe ensXred WhaW Whe mXlWinaWional bod\ Zas Zorking Wo
proYide medical care Wo sXrYiYors of se[Xal Yiolence. 
U.S. diplomaWs EOHZ XS QHJRWLDWLRQV RQ D GHFODUDWLRQ IRU D 8N HLJK-LHYHO MHHWLQJ RQ
8QLYHUVDO HHDOWK CRYHUDJH oYer minor references Wo ³se[Xal and reprodXcWiYe healWh,´ Zhich
e[Wreme Yoices in Whe adminisWraWion inWerpreWed broadl\ Wo mean aborWion. This Zas jXsW Whe laWesW
UN negoWiaWion in Zhich Whe adminisWraWion Zas Zilling Wo sacrifice imporWanW global healWh iniWiaWiYes
in order Wo appease iWs base YoWers aW home.  

A EXOO\¶V DSSURDFK WR IRUHLJQ DLG: The TrXmp adminisWraWion¶s approach Wo iWs UN fXnding commiWmenWs
has mirrored iWs larger WransacWional, crXel, and ineffecWiYe foreign polic\.  InsWead of seeing foreign aid as
YiWal leYerage Wo adYance U.S. inWeresWs, Whe adminisWraWion proposes cXWs WhaW ZoXld Xndermine oXr
inflXence aW Whe UN and aroXnd Whe Zorld.

TKUHDWHQLQJ GUDFRQLDQ UHWDOLDWRU\ FXWV Wo America¶s UN dXes pa\menWs has become sWandard
procedXre. In 2018, Whe adminisWraWion aWWempWed Wo ZiWhhold $27 million in pa\menWs, Whe
esWimaWed amoXnW WhaW Whe UN ZoXld allocaWe for fXnding of Whe Office of Whe High Commissioner
and Whe UN HXman RighWs CoXncil, boWh poliWical WargeWs of PresidenW TrXmp. The adminisWraWion is
on Wrack Wo rXn Xp $1 billion in arrears for oXr conWribXWion Wo UN peacekeeping Wroops deplo\ed in
dangeroXs regions WhaW mighW oWherZise reqXire Whe deplo\menW of U.S. personnel
CUXHO DQG FRXQWHUSURGXFWLYH FXWV WR IRUHLJQ DLG haYe hiW Whe UN hard. The TrXmp
adminisWraWion aXWhori]ed a moYe Wo cXW $32.5 million in fXnding for Whe agenc\¶s core operaWions,
in addiWion Wo den\ing Whe UN PopXlaWion FXnd an\ U.S. fXnding for emergenc\ hXmaniWarian
operaWions in places sXch as Vene]Xela and S\ria. 
EQGLQJ DOO 8.S. IXQGLQJ IRU WKH 8N DJHQF\ IRU PDOHVWLQLDQ RHIXJHHV, inWended Wo e[erW
pressXre in Whe peace process, has insWead Zorsened an alread\ bad siWXaWion. All aid Wo
PalesWinians in Whe WesW Bank and Ga]a has sWopped. The UniWed SWaWes had preYioXsl\ been Whe
largesW donor Wo UNRWA. NoZ, hoZeYer, Whe TrXmp adminisWraWion Zill onl\ pXnish innocenW
PalesWinians and Xndermine Israel¶s secXriW\.

IJQRULQJ FOLPDWH FKDQJH: The adminisWraWion¶s climaWe denialism has seW back Whe UN¶s efforWs Wo address
an e[isWenWial collecWiYe WhreaW and fXrWher sWrained oXr global alliances. 

TUXPS DQQRXQFHG DQ LQWHQW WR ZLWKGUDZ IURP WKH PDULV COLPDWH AJUHHPHQW, Xndermining Whe
effecWiYeness of Whe agreemenW b\ giYing coYer Wo oWher coXnWries Wo abandon Wheir commiWmenWs
and b\ increasing Whe aWWracWiYeness of fossil fXel inYesWmenWs. AfWer S\ria joined Whe Paris climaWe
agreemenW in 2017, Whe UniWed SWaWes became Whe sole coXnWr\ Wo declare iWself oXWside of Whe
agreemenW. When TrXmp sWands before Whe UN General Assembl\, he Zill be alone in his refXsal Wo
face Whe facWs on climaWe change, endangering all Americans and Whe planeW as a Zhole. 

8QGHUPLQLQJ HIIRUWV WR FRQVWUDLQ NRUWK KRUHD: DespiWe TrXmp¶s claim afWer his firsW meeWing ZiWh Kim
Jong-Xn, P\ong\ang has conWinXed iWs nXclear and ballisWic missile programs, eYen WesWing shorW range
missiles. TrXmp¶s Wendenc\ Wo e[cXse Whe WhreaW posed b\ NorWh Korea--going so far as Wo sa\ WhaW he is
Xnconcerned b\ Whe regime¶s ballisWic missile WesWs--has alleYiaWed Whe pressXre Whe UniWed NaWions has
broXghW Wo bear againsW NorWh Korea. NorWh Korea is no longer Whe oXWlier; TrXmp noZ holds WhaW role. 
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TKH SHFXULW\ CRXQFLO KDV OD\HUHG WHQ URXQGV RI VDQFWLRQV RQ NRUWK KRUHD, and Whe UN Panel
of E[perWs assessed Whis March WhaW NorWh Korea¶s programs remain inWacW, and WhaW Whe coXnWr\
conWinXes Wo def\ UN resolXWions. Then-AcWing SecreWar\ of Defense Shanahan confirmed WhaW
NorWh Korea laXnched shorW-range ballisWic missiles in YiolaWion of UN resolXWions. (TrXmp
conWradicWed him, his naWional secXriW\ adYisor, and foreign officials b\ claiming, incorrecWl\, WhaW Whe
resolXWions did noW ban sXch laXnches). 

BUHDNLQJ WKH SHFXULW\ CRXQFLO FRQVHQVXV RQ IUDQ: The adminisWraWion¶s reckless decision Wo e[iW Whe
Iran nXclear deal spliW Xs from Whe UN SecXriW\ CoXncil, caXsing Xs Wo lose sXpporW from eYen oXr closesW
parWners and moYing Xs repeaWedl\ Wo Whe brink of Zar. 

FRXU \HDUV DJR, WKH 8N SHFXULW\ CRXQFLO XQDQLPRXVO\ HQGRUVHG WKH IUDQ GHDO.  All members
of Whe CoXncil, boWh oXr allies and adYersaries, recogni]ed Whe deal as a major diplomaWic
accomplishmenW WhaW ZoXld preYenW Iran from geWWing a nXclear Zeapon.   
TKH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ KDV XQDEOH WR XVH WKH 8N WR UHVSRQG WR IUDQ. Beginning in 2006, Whe UN
SecXriW\ CoXncil acWed in response Wo Iran¶s coYerW nXclear Zeapons program, imposing sancWions
WhaW eYenWXall\ goW Iran Wo Whe negoWiaWing Weam.  BXW in Whe Zake of Wensions creaWed b\ Whe U.S.
ZiWhdraZal from Whe Iran nXclear deal, SecreWar\ of SWaWe Pompeo has Wried bXW failed Wo conYince
members of Whe CoXncil Wo increase pressXre on Iran, giYing Iran a ³Zin´ and leaYing Whe UniWed
SWaWes more isolaWed Whan eYer.  

MLVVLQJ RSSRUWXQLWLHV WR WDFNOH ELJ SUREOHPV: BecaXse of Whe adminisWraWion¶s disarra\ and lack of
sWraWeg\, Whe UniWed SWaWes has failed Wo Xse Whe UN General Assembl\ Wo rall\ Zorld leaders Wo respond Wo
serioXs WhreaWs. 

PUHVLGHQW OEDPD DQG KLV WHDP XVHG WKH 8N GHQHUDO AVVHPEO\ WR WDFNOH WKH ZRUOG¶V PRVW
LQWUDFWDEOH SUREOHPV.  He personall\ hosWed major UN meeWings on coXnWering proliferaWion of
Zeapons of mass desWrXcWion (2009), sWopping Whe floZ of foreign WerrorisW fighWers (2014),
bolsWering UN peacekeeping (2015), and responding Wo Whe Zorld¶s ZorsW refXgee/migraWion crisis
since World War II (2016).
TKH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ LV XQDEOH WR EXLOG FRDOLWLRQV DW WKH 8N.  WiWh Whe firing of TrXmp¶s foXrWh
naWional secXriW\ adYisor, conWinXed Yacancies in senior foreign polic\ posiWions, and a neZ and
ine[perienced UN ambassador, Whe adminisWraWion lacks Whe capaciW\ Wo bring Zorld leaders
WogeWher Wo solYe big problems.  InsWead of doing Whe hard Zork of diplomac\, Whis adminisWraWion¶s
onl\ Xse for Whe UN General Assembl\ is as a sWage for Whe presidenW¶s made-for-TV blXsWer.    

APHULFD¶V DELOLW\ WR LQIOXHQFH JOREDO HYHQWV LV ZHDNHU WKDQ HYHU. UN SecreWar\ General AnWonio
GXWerres, Zho came inWo office eager Wo Zork ZiWh Whe UniWed SWaWes, remarked lasW \ear: ³I Whink WhaW Whe
sofW poZer of Whe UniWed SWaWes is being redXced aW Whe presenW momenW... Whe aWWracWion of American
socieW\ WhaW Zas a dominanW facWor in inWernaWional relaWions jXsW a feZ decades ago is Woda\ less clear.´ 
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