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Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote seven principles, which members hold as strong values and moral guides. Continuing its exploration of the seven principles, Forum focuses this week on the Fifth Principle: The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large.

Of, By, and For the People
The UUA is not a religious denomination. It is an association of autonomous congregations that are democratically governed, and mutually committed to principles derived from a variety of belief sources. We’ll discuss members’ democratic rights and obligations. Leader: Jim Kepler.

Definitions:
Human conscience refers to that part of one's mind that tells one whether his or her actions are right or wrong. It derives from the Latin conscientia, meaning knowledge, awareness.
The word democracy has its origins in Greek. It combines two shorter words: demos, meaning whole citizen living within a particular city-state, and kratos, meaning power or rule.
There are five basic concepts of democracy:
1.	Worth of the Individual
2.	Equality of All Persons
3.	Majority Rule / Minority Rights
4.	Necessity of Compromise
5.	Individual Freedom

For your consideration:
Is our (UCE, USA) representational democracy really democratic? 
How does the UUA live out its commitment to the Fifth Principle? Where does its ultimate authority lie?
Does UCE speak to its greater community with a voice of conscience?
Why are there so few UUs within our elected municipal, county, state, and national governments?

