
 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 Biggerstaff Christian Retreat Center 

9 am  Worship  Service 
 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 30, 2026 

Welcome! 
The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s 
words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, 
Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is 
described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with 
evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of 
our suffering world. 



 

 

PRE-GATHERING MUSIC 
 

WELCOME  
 
 

GATHERING SONG  “Amazing Grace/Peaceful Easy Feeling”   

Welcome to Worship! 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore 
us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 
 
Refrain 
And I’ve got a peaceful easy feeling 
and I know that you won’t let me down 
because I’m already standing on holy ground. 
 
`Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! Refrain 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come; 
`tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. Refrain 



 

 

OPENING SONG      “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you.  
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of 
the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 
strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



 

 

YOUTH MESSAGE                                 Adriana McMurphy 
 

THE FIRST READING                           Jeremiah 15:15-21 
15 O Lඈඋൽ, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my 
persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer 
insult. 16 Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the 
delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O Lඈඋൽ, God of hosts. 17 I did not sit in the 
company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you 
had filled me with indignation. 18 Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to 
be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 19 Therefore thus 
says the Lඈඋൽ: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you 
utter what is precious and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who 
will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 20 And I will make you to this people a 
fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I 
am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lඈඋൽ. 21 I will deliver you out of the hand 
of the wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

Psalm 26:1-8— Read Responsively 
1 Give judgment for me, O Lඈඋൽ, for I have lived with integrity;  
I have trusted in the Lඈඋൽ and have not faltered. 
2 Test me, O L , and try me; examine my heart and my mind. 
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. 
4 I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the deceitful.  
5 I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit down with the wicked. 
6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O L ,  
that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
8 L , I love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory abides.  
 

THE SECOND READING                                    Romans 12:9-21 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; 
serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to 
the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless 
and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live 
in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to 
be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble 
in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed 
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning 
coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 

 
THE GOSPEL             Matthew 16:21-28 
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to 
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of 
the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must 
never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they 
gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here 
who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

  

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 

THE MESSAGE                                   Pastor Rachel Connelly

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Thy Word” (2x) 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 



 

 

SONG OF RESPONSE     “Will You Come and Follow Me”                     



 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Assisting: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

THE OFFERTORY SONG       “We Are an Offering”      

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
After each prayer petition— Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. Congregation: And also with you. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate and was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come to judge the living and  the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE OFFERING 
Our gifts and offerings are gathered for the mission of the church.  

Plates are passed by the ushers.  

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
We lift our lives up to You: we are an offering. 
Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 
Lord, use our lives they are Yours: we are an offering 
 
All that we have, all that we are,  
all that we hope to be, we give to You, we give to You. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, 
we are an offering. 



 

 

THE MEAL 
 

All are welcome at the table of communion 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Assisting: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 “Sanctuary/I Exalt Thee Medley” 
Lord prepare me, to be a sanctuary  
Pure and Holy, tried and true.  
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living  
Sanctuary for You. 
 

I exalt Thee, I exalt Thee, I exalt Thee O Lord 
I exalt Thee, I exalt Thee, I exalt Thee O Lord 
 

Holy Spirit, fill this vessel  
Make my heart to, burn within  
Purify me, make my life be  
A sanctuary for You. 

COMMUNION SONGS   



 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
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  Serving Today 
Pastor:         The Rev. Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Lay Assistant:                          Jan Long 
Lector:                                     Jan Long 
Greeters:                                  Anne Fogel 
Musicians:                                Ray Burroughs, Dave Devoe & Faith Goyne 
Videographer:                          Jason Dickard 

THE BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen. 

THE DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

SENDING SONG  “Beautiful Savior”   

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! Truly I'd love thee, 
truly I'd serve thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 
Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, 
robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; Jesus is fairer, 
Jesus is purer, he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 
Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, 
bright the sparkling stars on high; Jesus shines brighter, 
Jesus shines purer than all the angels in the sky. 
 
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man!  Glory and honor, 
praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine! 



 

 

Our Church Family  
Sandy Yuda, healing (AnMed) 
Libby McLean, healing 
Wilma Cobb, healing 
Gary Cabbage, healing 
Michael Pode, healing 
Deb Blackmore, healing 
Andrea Carlson, healing 
Stephanie Jackson, healing 
Chris Radford, healing 
Tina Barrett, healing 
Tiffany Chapman, healing 
Charlie (health) & Debbie (lung cancer) Busch 
 

Those Grieving 
The family of George Rogers (brother of Micky Ward) 
The family of Caren von Hippel (BabyRead) 
The family of Jeanne Welch 
 

Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living  
Andera Stroud, Foothills 
Betty Mantell, The Residences (Wells Highway) 
Thelma Miller, The Residences (Wells Highway) 
Brenda Cantrell, home  
Linda Humphries, home 
Frances Carter, home/hospice 
Marie Palmatier, home  
Lynne Williams (Pawleys Island) 
 

Other Prayer Concerns  
For those affected by earthquakes in Japan & Columbia. 
For those affected by military actions in the Middle East.. 
For our country amidst on-going nationwide violence.  
For wisdom for military leaders involved in the events 
  unfolding in the Middle East. 
For those dealing with loss from recent natural disasters 
  and severe weather. 
For all those who have lost their jobs due to recent 
  government changes. 
For peace for our country and protection for our  
  government officials. 
For colleges & universities across our country. 
For those dealing with loss and fear from gun violence. 
For peace in the Middle East, and comfort to those 
  impacted by violence. 
For Bishop Ginny Aebischer and Synod staff 
All military Personnel 
 

Our Extended Family and Friends  
Archie Yusef, tests (great nephew of Sandra Pruitt) 
Kyle Hollandsworth, job search (grandson of Millie) 
Charlotte Eaker, breast cancer (sister-in-law of Ann  
  Brackett) 
Valarie Bentley (infant) hole in heart (Tina Barrett) 
Mary Jane Rees, healing (mother of Rod Rees) 
Bobbie Williams, hospice (aunt of Jan Day) 
Susan Ward, cancer (daughter of Joan Lewis) 
Barbara Williams, hospice (mother of Cathy Plowden) 
Jon Fowler, brain cancer (cousin of Wilson’s) 
Jean Deal, healing (sister-in-law of McLean’s) 
Joan Kramer, successful treatment (friend of Williams’) 
Riley Medlin, cancer diagnosis (WHS student) 
Kathy Quickel, healing (mother of Mike Goyne) 
Doug Scanlon, healing (friend of Grace Schmeelcke) 
Maggie Ormes, healing (friend of Mary Sprouse) 
Barbara Cary, comfort (sister of Dave Devoe) 
Buffy McCarthy, healing (daughter-in-law Kathy Scherter) 
Stephanie Williams, cancer/chemo (cousin/ Pastor Rachel) 
Kathy Smith, liver cancer (cousin of Cathy Plowden) 
Isabel Fogel, healing (granddaughter of Fogel’s) 
Dwight Amick, hospice (Stephanie Champion, step dad) 
Danny Childress, comfort (nephew of Safrit’s) 
Larry Smith, (friend of Jane Harris) 
Bonnie Blanchett, healing (mother of Ryan Raab) 
E. Christian Gauderer, hospitalized in Lisbon, Portugal 
  (brother of Michael) 
Janelle Gibson, healing (aunt of Jan Day) 
Erica McKee Skinner, healing (friend of Tina Barrett) 
Ben Harding, healing (brother of Allen Harding) 
Chad Cobb (son of Wilma) 
Kay Davis, recovery (mother of Stephanie Champion) 
Kelsey Bowman, healing (daughter-in-law of Bowmans) 
Lauren Bowman, Lyme disease (daughter of Gary and 
  Barb Bowman)  
Jacqulyn Moore, (niece of Kathy Scherter)  
Bennie Smith, health (nephew of Wards)  
Dohnvan (grandson of Kathy Scherter)  
Dolorico Perez (father of Josie Perez)  
Gina Daly, health (daughter of Bob Johnson)  

Please let the church office know of 
any updates to our prayer list. 



 

 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 

) 

MONDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
Monday Evening Bible study is at 6pm. We are studying the book of 
Proverbs. Contact Adriana with any questions. 

MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND 
The St. John's Mission Endowment Fund was created in 2004 on a gift from 
John and Betty Ansel. It has continued to grow over the years and funds are 
distributed annually for the objective "to provide for and enhance mission 
outreach beyond the operational budget of St. John's."  Applications are due 
by Monday, September 14, for the Endowment committee to deliberate. 
Applications are available on the church website or in the church office. 

ST. JOHN'S YOUTH GROUP 
 

The High School Youth Group will be meeting TODAY at noon.  

ALL AGES BINGO 
On Sunday, September 13 at noon there will be “All Ages Bingo” in the 
Fellowship Hall. Gloria Shealy Circle will be providing a simple lunch. 
Prizes will be available for children, teens and adults. Contact Adriana with 
any questions. 

JESUS BY THE LAKE 
On Sunday, September 27, we are hosting our first "Jesus by the Lake" 
at Biggerstaff from 4-6pm. This is a new, "holy experiment," 
collaborating with the youth and families from University Lutheran, to be 
every fourth Sunday of the month. The theme of the day will be "Who is 
my Neighbor?" and the parable of the Good Samaritan. This is an exciting 
opportunity for the entire family (children, teens, AND adults) to come 

together, see old and new faces, and make new friendships in a new way of doing faith 
formation. Games, music, small group discussions, and food are all included. Contact 
Adriana to learn more about this exciting new event.  



 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

 
Pastor—The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 

Cell: (910) 515-0897 or Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 
 

Director of Family Life Ministry—Adriana McMurphy 
Email: stjohnsadriana@gmail.com 

 
Administrative Assistant—Melissa Rasley 

(864) 638-6363 or Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 
  Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8:30am to 1:00pm 

 
Additional St. John’s Staff 

  Ray Burroughs,  Facilities Manager 
  Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

  Cathy Plowden, Congregational President 
 

 
Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey.  
 Electronic offerings may be given through the GIVELIFY app.   
 You may also go to our website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org and click on 

the “Give Now With Givelify” button 
 Another option is to scan this QR code to go directly to our Givelify 

page. 


