
 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 Biggerstaff Christian Retreat Center 

9 am  Worship  Service 
 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23, 2026 

Welcome! 
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from 
which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s 
bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the 
church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies 
as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the 
table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 



 

 

PRE-GATHERING MUSIC 
 

WELCOME  
 
 

GATHERING SONG  “Open Our Eyes, Lord”   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Worship! 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore 
us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus, 
To reach out and touch Him 
And say that we love Him. 
 
Open our ears Lord 
And help us to listen, 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus. (Repeat all) 



 

 

OPENING SONG      “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you.  
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our 
life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly 
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE                                 Adriana McMurphy 
 
 



 

 

THE FIRST READING                                  Isaiah 51:1-6  
1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lඈඋൽ. Look to the rock from 
which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2 Look to Abraham your 
father and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him 
and made him many. 3 For the Lඈඋൽ will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places 
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lඈඋൽ; joy and 
gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4 Listen to me, my people, 
and give heed to me, my nation, for a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light 
to the peoples. 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out, and my 
arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6 Lift up 
your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath, for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats, but my 
salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 

Psalm 138— Read Responsively 
1 I will give thanks to you, O Lඈඋൽ, with my whole heart;  
before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,  
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness;  
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
3 When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O L ,  
when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
5 They will sing of the ways of the Lඈඋൽ, that great is the glory of the Lඈඋൽ. 
6 The L  is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against 
the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
8 You will make good your purpose for me; O L , your steadfast love endures forever; 
do not abandon the works of your hands.  
 

THE SECOND READING                                    Romans 12:1-8 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of 
worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, 
so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not 
all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; 
the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 

THE GOSPEL             Matthew 16:13-20 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but 
others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  
19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he 
sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

  

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 

THE MESSAGE                                   Pastor Rachel Connelly

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Thy Word” (2x) 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 



 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
After each prayer petition— Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. Congregation: And also with you. 

SONG OF RESPONSE     “Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land”                     

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate and was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come to judge the living and  the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Refrain 
Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 
a weary land, a weary land; 
my Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 
a shelter in a time of storm. 
 
No one can do like Jesus, 
not a mumbling word he said; 
he went walking down to Lazarus' grave,  
and he raised him from the dead.  Refrain 
 
When Jesus was on earth, 
the flesh was very weak; 
he took a towel and girded himself 
and he washed his disciples' feet.  Refrain 
 
Yonder comes my Savior, 
him whom I love so well; 
he has the palm of victory 
and the keys of death and hell.  Refrain 



 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Assisting: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

THE MEAL 
 

All are welcome at the table of communion 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

THE OFFERTORY SONG       “We Are an Offering”      

THE OFFERING 
Our gifts and offerings are gathered for the mission of the church.  

Plates are passed by the ushers.  

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
We lift our lives up to You: we are an offering. 
Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 
Lord, use our lives they are Yours: we are an offering 
 
All that we have, all that we are,  
all that we hope to be, we give to You, we give to You. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, 
we are an offering. 



 

 

THE BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen. 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Assisting: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 “Sanctuary” 

Lord prepare me, to be a sanctuary pure and Holy, tried and true.  
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living sanctuary for You.  
 

Holy Spirit, fill this vessel make my heart to, burn within  
Purify me, make my life be a sanctuary for You. 

COMMUNION SONGS   

 “Give Me Jesus”  

In the morning when I rise, in the morning when I rise,  
in the morning when I rise, give me Jesus. 
 

Refrain 
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus. You may have all the rest, give me Jesus. 
  

Dark midnight was my cry, dark midnight was my cry,  
dark midnight was my cry, give me Jesus.  Refrain 
  

Just about the break of day, just about the break of day,  
just about the break of day, give me Jesus.  Refrain 
 

Oh, when I come to die, oh, when I come to die,  
oh, when I come to die, give me Jesus.  Refrain 
  

And when I want to sing, and when I want to sing,  
and when I want to sing, give me Jesus.  Refrain 
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Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26326.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.    
All rights reserved. Music permission CCLI,   Christian Copyright Licensing International  #11166774. 

  Serving Today 
Pastor:         The Rev. Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Lay Assistant:                          Patty Shepard 
Lector:                                     Adriana McMurphy 
Greeters:                                  Stan & Kay Gartner 
Musicians:                                Ray Burroughs, Tom Ward & Dave Devoe  
Videographer:                          Jason Dickard 

THE DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

SENDING SONG  “We All Are One in Mission”   



 

 

Our Church Family  
Sandy Yuda, healing (AnMed) 
Libby McLean, healing 
Wilma Cobb, healing 
Gary Cabbage, healing 
Michael Pode, healing 
Deb Blackmore, healing 
Andrea Carlson, healing 
Stephanie Jackson, healing 
Chris Radford, healing 
Tina Barrett, healing 
Tiffany Chapman, healing 
Charlie (health) & Debbie (lung cancer) Busch 
 

Those Grieving 
The family of Jeanne Welch 
 

Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living  
Andera Stroud, Foothills 
Betty Mantell, The Residences (Wells Highway) 
Thelma Miller, The Residences (Wells Highway) 
Brenda Cantrell, home  
Linda Humphries, home 
Frances Carter, home/hospice 
Marie Palmatier, home  
Lynne Williams (Pawleys Island) 
 

Other Prayer Concerns  
For those affected by earthquakes in Japan & Columbia. 
For those affected by military actions in the Middle East.. 
For our country amidst on-going nationwide violence.  
For wisdom for military leaders involved in the events 
  unfolding in the Middle East. 
For those dealing with loss from recent natural disasters 
  and severe weather. 
For all those who have lost their jobs due to recent 
  government changes. 
For peace for our country and protection for our  
  government officials. 
For colleges & universities across our country. 
For those dealing with loss and fear from gun violence. 
For peace in the Middle East, and comfort to those 
  impacted by violence. 
For Bishop Ginny Aebischer and Synod staff 
All military Personnel 
 
 
 

Our Extended Family and Friends  
Archie Yusef, tests (great nephew of Sandra Pruitt) 
Kyle Hollandsworth, job search (grandson of Millie) 
Charlotte Eaker, breast cancer (sister-in-law of Ann  
  Brackett) 
Valarie Bentley (infant) hole in heart (Tina Barrett) 
Mary Jane Rees, healing (mother of Rod Rees) 
Bobbie Williams, hospice (aunt of Jan Day) 
Susan Ward, cancer (daughter of Joan Lewis) 
Barbara Williams, hospice (mother of Cathy Plowden) 
Jon Fowler, brain cancer (cousin of Wilson’s) 
Jean Deal, healing (sister-in-law of McLean’s) 
Joan Kramer, successful treatment (friend of Williams’) 
Riley Medlin, cancer diagnosis (WHS student) 
Kathy Quickel, healing (mother of Mike Goyne) 
Doug Scanlon, healing (friend of Grace Schmeelcke) 
Maggie Ormes, healing (friend of Mary Sprouse) 
Billy Joe Lindley, healing (friend of Kents) 
Barbara Cary, comfort (sister of Dave Devoe) 
Teresa Newton, healing (friend of Kents) 
Buffy McCarthy, healing (daughter-in-law Kathy Scherter) 
Stephanie Williams, cancer/chemo (cousin/ Pastor Rachel) 
Kathy Smith, liver cancer (cousin of Cathy Plowden) 
Isabel Fogel, healing (granddaughter of Fogel’s) 
Dwight Amick, hospice (Stephanie Champion, step dad) 
Danny Childress, comfort (nephew of Safrit’s) 
Larry Smith, (friend of Jane Harris) 
Bonnie Blanchett, healing (mother of Ryan Raab) 
E. Christian Gauderer, hospitalized in Lisbon, Portugal 
  (brother of Michael) 
Janelle Gibson, healing (aunt of Jan Day) 
Erica McKee Skinner, healing (friend of Tina Barrett) 
Ben Harding, healing (brother of Allen Harding) 
Chad Cobb (son of Wilma) 
Kay Davis, recovery (mother of Stephanie Champion) 
George Rogers, lung cancer (half brother of Micky) 
Kelsey Bowman, healing (daughter-in-law of Bowmans) 
Lauren Bowman, Lyme disease (daughter of Gary and 
  Barb Bowman)  
Jacqulyn Moore, (niece of Kathy Scherter)  
Bennie Smith, health (nephew of Wards)  
Dohnvan (grandson of Kathy Scherter)  
Dolorico Perez (father of Josie Perez)  
Gina Daly, health (daughter of Bob Johnson)  

Please let the church office know of 
any updates to our prayer list. 



 

 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 

) 

WEDNESDAY LUNCH 
Wednesday Lunch starts again on August 26. We know that means 
DELICIOUS! All are welcome to join us at 11:30am on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of the month for tasty food, fun and fellowship. We ask for a 
$5 donation towards the meal. Sign-up on Information Alley so we can 
estimate attendance. 

This year we will be looking for "Guest Chefs" to prepare our meals. Please let me know if 
you would like to volunteer to cook lunch for approx. 20 people on a Wednesday. Contact 
Joan Lewis with questions or if you would like to help. 

MONDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
On Monday, August 24, Monday Evening Bible study will begin again 
starting at 6pm at the church. Contact Adriana with any questions. 

NOTICE - CONGREGATION MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26 

5:30pm - Light Meal served 
6:00pm - Meeting 
Agenda 
Updates on: 
 Main Street Accessibility Project 
 Biggerstaff Capital Project 
 Recommendation from Council to sell the Ballenger House and Short St. properties. 

MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND 
The St. John's Mission Endowment Fund was created in 2004 on a gift from 
John and Betty Ansel. It has continued to grow over the years and funds are 
distributed annually for the objective "to provide for and enhance mission 
outreach beyond the operational budget of St. John's."  Applications are due 
by Monday, September 14, for the Endowment committee to deliberate. 
Applications are available on the church website or in the church office. 

ST. JOHN'S YOUTH GROUP 
The Middle School Youth Group will be meeting TODAY at noon.  
The High School Youth Group will be meeting on Sunday, August 30  
at noon. 



 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

 
Pastor—The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 

Cell: (910) 515-0897 or Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 
 

Director of Family Life Ministry—Adriana McMurphy 
Email: stjohnsadriana@gmail.com 

 
Administrative Assistant—Melissa Rasley 

(864) 638-6363 or Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 
  Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8:30am to 1:00pm 

 
Additional St. John’s Staff 

  Ray Burroughs,  Facilities Manager 
  Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

  Cathy Plowden, Congregational President 
 

 
Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey.  
 Electronic offerings may be given through the GIVELIFY app.   
 You may also go to our website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org and click on 

the “Give Now With Givelify” button 
 Another option is to scan this QR code to go directly to our Givelify 

page. 


