
 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 Biggerstaff Christian Retreat Center 

9 am  Worship  Service 
 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 19, 2026 

Welcome! 
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and 
the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long 
for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both 
weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from 
the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 



 

 

PRE-GATHERING MUSIC 
 

WELCOME  
 

GATHERING SONG  “I Love You Lord”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to Worship! 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In 
your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us 
to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 



 

 

OPENING SONG      “Ten Thousand Reasons”  

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you.  
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in 
the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE                       Adriana McMurphy 
 

THE FIRST READING                             Isaiah 44:6-8  
6 Thus says the Lඈඋൽ, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lඈඋൽ of hosts: I am the 
first, and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; 
let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to 
come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8 Do not fear or be afraid; have I not told you from 
of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other 
rock; I know not one.  

 
 
 
 

Refrain 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul; 
Worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; 
I'll worship Your holy name. 
 

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning; 
It's time to sing Your song again, 
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 
Let me be singing when the evening comes. Refrain 
 

You're rich in love, and You're slow to anger. 
Your name is great, and Your heart is kind. 
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. Refrain 
 

And on that day when my strength is failing, 
The end draws near, and my time has come; 
Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore! Refrain 



 

 

Psalm 86:11-17— Read Responsively 
11 Teach me your way, O Lඈඋൽ, and I will walk in your truth;  
give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 
12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,  
and glorify your name forevermore.  
13 For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; 
they have not set you before their eyes. 
15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,  
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 
16 Turn to me and have mercy on me; give your strength to your servant, and save the 
child of your handmaid. 17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may 
see it and be put to shame; because you, L , have helped me and comforted me.  
 

THE SECOND READING                                    Romans 8:12-25 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with 
him. 
  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its 
enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of 
labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees?  
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Thy Word” (2x) 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 



 

 

THE GOSPEL            Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was asleep 
an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So when the 
plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the 
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The 
slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for 
in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them 
grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds 
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
 
  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who 
sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the 
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just 
as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The 
Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin 
and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
  

THE MESSAGE                                   Pastor Rachel Connelly

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

 

SONG OF RESPONSE      “We Plow the Fields and Scatter”                     



 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Assisting: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

THE OFFERTORY SONG       “We Are an Offering”      

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
After each prayer petition— God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. Congregation: And also with you. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate and was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come to judge the living and  the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE OFFERING 
Our gifts and offerings are gathered for the mission of the church.  

Plates are passed by the ushers.  

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
We lift our lives up to You: we are an offering. 
Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 
Lord, use our lives they are Yours: we are an offering 
 
All that we have, all that we are,  
all that we hope to be, we give to You, we give to You. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, 
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, 
we are an offering. 



 

 

THE BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen. 

THE MEAL 
 

All are welcome at the table of communion 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Assisting: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 “Sanctuary” 

Lord prepare me, to be a sanctuary pure and Holy, tried and true.  
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living sanctuary for You.  
 

Holy Spirit, fill this vessel make my heart to, burn within  
Purify me, make my life be a sanctuary for You. 

COMMUNION SONGS   

 “Come to the Table of Mercy” 

Come to the table of mercy, prepared with the wine and the bread. 
All who are hungry and thirsty, come, and your souls will be fed. 
Come at the Lord’s invitation; receive from his nail-scarred hand. 
Eat of the bread of salvation; drink of the blood of the Lamb. 



 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26326.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.    
All rights reserved. Music permission CCLI,   Christian Copyright Licensing International  #11166774. 

  Serving Today 
Pastor:         The Rev. Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Lay Assistant:                          Adriana McMurphy 
Lector:                                     Patty Shepard 
Greeters:                                  David Blakeney & Gary Bowman 
Musicians:                                Ray Burroughs, Tom Ward, Dave Devoe & Sadie Thatcher 

THE DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

SENDING SONG  “Blessed Assurance”   

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 
Refrain 
This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior, all the day long: 
this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 
 
Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 
 
Perfect submission, all is at rest; 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915  



 

 

Our Church Family  
Gary Cabbage, healing 
Chris Radford, healing 
John Fallon, healing 
Tina Barrett, healing 
Andera Stroud, AnMed 
Jerry Cobb, healing/home 
Beth Davis, health/healing 
Tiffany Chapman, healing 
Katie Johns, home, healing 
Charlie (health) & Debbie (lung cancer) Busch 
 

Those Grieving 
The family of Brock Jackson, (friends of Lattimore’s) 
 

Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living  
Jeanne Welch, Terra Bella Summit, Greenville 
Betty Mantell, The Residences (Wells Highway) 
Thelma Miller, The Residences (Wells Highway) 
Brenda Cantrell, home  
Linda Humphries, home 
Frances Carter, home/hospice 
Marie Palmatier, home  
Lynne Williams (Pawleys Island) 
 

Other Prayer Concerns  
For those affected by earthquakes in Venezuela. 
For those affected by military actions in the Middle East.. 
For our country amidst on-going nationwide violence.  
For wisdom for military leaders involved in the events 
  unfolding in the Middle East. 
For those dealing with loss from recent natural disasters 
  and severe weather. 
For all those who have lost their jobs due to recent 
  government changes. 
For peace for our country and protection for our  
  government officials. 
For colleges & universities across our country. 
For those dealing with loss and fear from gun violence. 
For peace in the Middle East, and comfort to those 
  impacted by violence. 
For Bishop Ginny Aebischer and Synod staff 
All military Personnel 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Extended Family and Friends  
Bobbie Williams, hospice (aunt of Jan Day) 
Susan Ward, cancer (daughter of Joan Lewis) 
Joe & Peggy Dilworth, healing (brother & sister-in-law of  
   Barbara Wilson) 
Barbara Williams, hospice (mother of Cathy Plowden) 
Jon Fowler, brain cancer (cousin of Wilson’s) 
Jean Deal, healing (sister-in-law of McLean’s) 
Joan Kramer, successful treatment (friend of Williams’) 
Riley Medlin, cancer diagnosis (WHS student) 
Kathy Quickel, healing (mother of Mike Goyne) 
Doug Scanlon, healing (friend of Grace Schmeelcke) 
Maggie Ormes, healing (friend of Mary Sprouse) 
Billy Joe Lindley, healing (friend of Kents) 
Barbara Cary, comfort (sister of Dave Devoe) 
Teresa Newton, healing (friend of Kents) 
Buffy McCarthy, healing (daughter-in-law Kathy Scherter) 
Stephanie Williams, cancer/chemo (cousin/ Pastor Rachel) 
Kathy Smith, liver cancer (cousin of Cathy Plowden) 
Isabel Fogel, healing (granddaughter of Fogel’s) 
Dwight Amick, hospice (Stephanie Champion, step dad) 
Danny Childress, comfort (nephew of Safrit’s) 
Larry Smith, (friend of Jane Harris) 
Bonnie Blanchett, healing (mother of Ryan Raab) 
E. Christian Gauderer, hospitalized in Lisbon, Portugal 
  (brother of Michael) 
Janelle Gibson, healing (aunt of Jan Day) 
Erica McKee Skinner, healing (friend of Tina Barrett) 
Ben Harding, healing (brother of Allen Harding) 
Chad Cobb (son of Wilma) 
Kay Davis, recovery (mother of Stephanie Champion) 
George Rogers, lung cancer (half brother of Micky) 
Kelsey Bowman, healing (daughter-in-law of Bowmans) 
Lauren Bowman, Lyme disease (daughter of Gary and 
  Barb Bowman)  
Jacqulyn Moore, (niece of Kathy Scherter)  
Bennie Smith, health (nephew of Wards)  
Dohnvan (grandson of Kathy Scherter)  
Dolorico Perez (father of Josie Perez)  
Gina Daly, health (daughter of Bob Johnson)  

Please let the church office know of 
any updates to our prayer list. 



 

 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 
of  

) 

CHURCH RENOVATIONS STARTING SOON 
Renovations to the Main Street campus will be starting during the Summer. 
All activities that normally use the Fellowship Hall will need to relocate to 
the Education Building. If you would like to use Biggerstaff for your group 
meeting, please contact Melissa to schedule. 

St. John’s Meetup and Connect   
Every Wednesday in July at Biggerstaff - 5pm-8pm 

MIDWEEK DIP AND DIVE - We are opening up Biggerstaff 
Retreat to the community every Wednesday in July from  
5-8pm. BYO chairs, blanket, food and non-alcoholic drink, 
floats, etc. Because there is no lifeguard on duty, an adult 18+ 
must be present to swim. Life jackets are available. Event will be 
cancelled during inclement weather. 

Email meetupandconnect@gmail.com for further information   

Back to School Bash 
On Sunday, July 26 from 4-6pm, we will be having our Back to 
School Bash at Biggerstaff, rain or shine. We will have food, frozen 
treats, outdoor games, a pinata and a service project! Families and 
friends are invited. Contact Adriana with any questions. 

School Supplies Collection 
The Gloria Shealy Circle will be collecting school supplies for Oconee County 
students during the month of July. There will be collection boxes at 
Biggerstaff and at the church. Any new school supplies will be accepted: 
notebooks, notebook paper, pens, pencils, crayons, glue sticks, rulers, index 
cards, composition books, spiral bound notebooks, calculators, notebook index 
tabs, report folders, etc. The last day for donations will be Sunday, August 2. 



 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

 
Pastor—The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 

Cell: (910) 515-0897 or Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 
 

Director of Family Life Ministry—Adriana McMurphy 
Email: stjohnsadriana@gmail.com 

 
Administrative Assistant—Melissa Rasley 

(864) 638-6363 or Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 
  Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8:30am to 1:00pm 

 
Additional St. John’s Staff 

  Ray Burroughs,  Facilities Manager 
  Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

  Cathy Plowden, Congregational President 
 

 
Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey.  
 Electronic offerings may be given through the GIVELIFY app.   
 You may also go to our website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org and click on 

the “Give Now With Givelify” button 
 Another option is to scan this QR code to go directly to our Givelify 

page. 


