
Treasurer’s Article 

As I write this, it’s late October, the church administration is busy.   
 
We just did the annual generosity / stewardship / pledge drive, with cards being turned in 
this morning.  It will be a couple of weeks before we have any kind of quantitative 
results. I thought it came together well.  And I didn’t have to do anything but watch. The 
Stewardship Committee, Pastor Jill, and Business Manager Lindsey pulled this event 
off.   One of the innovations was presenting what the church wants to do this coming 
year as a “narrative budget” pamphlet, rather than as bullet points in a letter.  Did you 
feel the narrative budget was helpful? 
 
I’d say we will now transition to the building renovation project, except there have been 
teams tightly focused on that for months.   Jack Dunn reports that the construction 
committee has met with the architect to review the original design, walk thru the building, 
and generally get things going again.    The architect’s interior design people have been 
by. Meetings are scheduled with the engineers to discuss power and heating/air 
conditioning. They’re starting to get into furnishing details on Biel Hall and the 
Kitchen.  There are decisions to be taken about the actual layout of the lower level.   
 
None of those decisions can be taken until we know how much we can afford, and That 
Part of the project is going to be taking a main stage in November.    The goal remains to 
have construction drawings in hand, and a number for what we can afford in hand, at the 
end of the year, then reconcile plans with reality and, finally, make something happen. 
 
And then, Christmas is coming.   
 
I don’t have final September financials yet, much less October.  Apparently Lindsey 
spent most of October pulling together the generosity campaign.  (I remember those 
days. Thank you Lindsey.) I did get some advance hints on the numbers, and on the 
revenue side it’s going to be normal early-fall “not as good as we hoped”.  The expense 
side will get some relief from not paying Mitch, offset by expenses for acting leadership 
and musicians. We need to pay attention to keeping up our contributions even if we’re 
not in church, and as always to expense management.  Let’s try and stay on course thru 
Christmas and then figure out where we are on all the fronts. 
 

	


