
Steve’s United Article  
 
Hello friends! I can’t believe it’s September! How did that happen? Wasn’t it just a few weeks 
ago that we were celebrating the 4th of July?  
 
September is a great month. There is so much to look forward to. I love the Aspen’s turning 
gold, the first hints of snow, and the taste of winter around the corner. I start bringing in the 
winter’s firewood and the years’ worth of hay. By November my barn is bursting with enough 
to get us through till June.  
 
At the church there’s also so much going on. We launch all of our fall programming. There are 
small groups, adult education classes, and the different committees continue their work. We 
start our yearlong study of Brian McLaren’s book, “We Make the Road by Walking: A Year Long 
Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation, and Activation.” The book will guide our 
preaching, teaching, and small groups.  
 
I also want to launch my goal of becoming an inclusive church. If you watched last week’s 
worship video, you heard me share my vision. I believe God is calling us to take the next step in 
becoming a fully inclusive congregation. Just as we took radical steps to become a gender 
inclusive congregation, I believe we need to take the same radical steps to become racially 
inclusive. We need to begin by listening, exploring and engaging in dialogue with people of 
different cultures. Instead of waiting for people to come to us I believe we need to begin by 
reaching out to them. What if we formed a fellowship with our fellow Ecumenical church in 
Montebello where after the covid restrictions are lifted and our renovation is done we 
exchange preachers and choirs? What if we worshiped with a Hispanic community? How about 
doing a mission project with a Korean congregation? We need to be creative in how we 
approach this vision. I’m going to be taking the vision to the church Council for their 
consideration. Over this next year I’ll be laying out concrete steps we can take to fulfill this 
dream. Columbine is an inclusive congregation, let us truly become the rainbow God intends for 
us.  
 
This month we also welcome our newest staff members. Samantha Bronson is our new Director 
of Youth and Children’s ministry. Look for her article in this addition. Hali Wimbush becomes 
our new Business Manager. A new face to his position, but a long-term member, Dwight Rudolf 
becomes our new financial manager. We now officially begin a new staff journey. I want to 
thank Jim Sexton, the chair of the Staff Parish Relations Committee, for all of his hard work. He 
and his committee did an excellent job spearheading the searches for these positions. Thank 
you. Thank you.  
 
I have some great news. I’m going to become your pastor! Many of you might not know but 
we’ve engaged a journey over these past two years to change my title with the Presbytery. For 
twenty-eight years I’ve been the Stated Supply of Columbine. I’ve long wanted to change this to 
become fully titled and installed as the Sr. Pastor of Columbine United Church. Well thanks to a 
group of people led by Terri Townsend, it was presented to the Presbytery of Denver this past 



week and was unanimously approved. Wahoo!! After all these years I’ll finally officially be your 
pastor. There will be a virtual installation later in October. Justin Spurlock wanted to make sure 
he was able to do the ceremony while he was still moderator of Presbytery. It will be a fun 
celebration. One of the Presbyters said I have a great deal of patience. I replied that both 
Moses and I wandered for thirty years. It’s great to enter into the promised land.  
 
Lastly, I want to talk about worship at Columbine. We have a double challenge to face. Not only 
do we have Covid limitations to contend with, but we have no building to worship in due to our 
renovation. Since March we’ve been trying to address these challenges by providing an on-line 
virtual presentation. As creative as these are, they don’t take the place for face to face worship 
as a community. To meet this need we’re going to be having midweek outdoor worship 
services. Right now, we will be meeting Tuesday evenings, 6:30 at the Audubon amphitheater 
at the mouth of Waterton Canyon. We might change the location depending upon the 
availability of another worship site. This will work until the weather changes. As we head into 
winter, we will need to be creative to stay connected in as many different ways possible. Our 
project is just now beginning. It may be until late winter/early spring before we’re able to move 
back in. This means we must lock elbows and stay committed to each other and to the 
congregation we all love, Columbine United Church.  
 
As always, it’s my gift and blessing to serve as your “Sr. Pastor” (Hip! Hip! Hurray!)  
 
 
Steve  
 
 
 


