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April 22, 2020 
 
Dear Students (and Parents and Guardians): 
 
Greetings from Virtual Headquarters! I am writing to share this week’s news and information. 
 
 

          
 

 
A Salute to Officer Castro 
 
We recently held a virtual toast to Mr. Murphy. Your messages of condolence meant a great deal to 
his family and friends. It is now time to pay tribute to Officer Castro, whom we will also miss 
deeply. 
 
A “salute” is both a sign of respect and a way to honor someone who is important to us. Some 
think that the modern concept of saluting comes from the Romans or maybe from the manner in 
which medieval knights lifted their visors to acknowledge one another. Others feel that the salute 
may over time have taken the place of removing one’s cap in the presence of a superior officer. 
Whatever the origins, saluting is still a required tradition in the military and many police forces. 
And, when an officer has fallen, he or she is saluted by colleagues as a means of paying tribute to 
his or her service. 
 
In order to show our respect for Officer Castro and honor his contributions to our school, we are 
requesting that students, parents, and teachers take a photo of themselves giving a salute. You may 
upload your photos, using the link on our website, which will be posted tomorrow. We will 
compile them into a tribute that will be presented to Officer Castro’s family and to his fellow 
officers at the college. Please submit your photo by Friday, May 1. If you are wondering about how 
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to execute a proper salute, here is an historical poster with instructions. Simply paste the following 
address into your browser: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/241435229998305330/. 
 
 

 
 

 
DOE Survey 
 
The Department of Education has requested that all parents and students complete a short survey, 
designed to gather feedback on remote learning. Surveys must be completed by Friday, May 1. You 
may find the survey at this link: https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-home/remote-learning-
survey. Please know that your feedback is important to us and will help guide our decision-making 
as we move forward. 

 

          
 
 
AP Exams 
 
I strongly encourage all AP students to look at the information the College Board has posted on its 
website: https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students. There, you will find the exam 
schedule, advice on required technology, information about changes to the curriculum for each 
course, and descriptions of the revised tests. The College Board plans to post exam simulations by 
the end of the month.  
 
Earlier in the year, we advised students and parents of the deadline to apply for testing 
accommodations from the College Board. If you submitted an application and it was approved by 
the College Board, you will automatically receive extended time on your tests. If your application to 
the College Board was approved during a prior school year, you will automatically receive extended 
time as well. 
 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-home/remote-learning-survey
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-home/remote-learning-survey
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students
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All sophomores and juniors should plan on taking AP Exams in May. A few seniors have asked if 
they may “opt out.” In consultation with Ms. Harris and Ms. Teslik, and based on our knowledge 
of college expectations, we strongly recommend that you take all of your AP Exams. On your 
applications for admission, you made a list of all of the courses you are taking this year, including 
any AP classes. While none of our students has ever had an offer of admission revoked as the result 
of a “bad” AP score, we have had colleges contact us, or the student directly, to ask why he or she 
failed to sit for an exam and failed to notify the college of this decision. In other words, we feel that 
the risk is greater not to take an exam than it is to sit for it.  
 
All students should remember that, despite your doubts—which are normal at this time of the 
year—we believe you are well-prepared for AP Exams! You are among the most capable students in 
the nation. We have confidence in you! You need not fear any repercussions if you receive a “low” 
mark. We think this year’s shortened tests may actually play into your strengths. In short, there is 
nothing to lose. 
 
 

          
 
 
Seniors 
 
It is still our wish to have a real graduation ceremony. In case that is not possible, we have begun 
discussing plans to host a virtual ceremony in late June, followed by a real one later in the summer 
if we are able. We are awaiting further information from the DOE. Mr. Elinson recently shared 
with me a draft of the yearbook, and it looks great! Once the books are printed, we will have to 
figure out how to distribute them to you. Our ability to have a prom rests on a number of factors 
that are completely out of our control. Right now, gatherings of this nature are not permitted, and 
the hotel in which we have booked the ballroom is housing medical workers. We will keep you 
posted and are looking forward to celebrating your accomplishments. 
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Grades 
 
The current marking period ends this Friday. We will be unable to issue report cards as usual, but 
each teacher will post your current average on Jupiter or communicate it to you in some other way. 
Under the circumstances, these grades are advisory and should be available to you by Monday, May 
4, at the latest. As for final grades, your teachers and I are discussing how to reward hard work, 
which we know is important to colleges, without penalizing you for factors that are beyond your 
control. We are also awaiting guidelines from the DOE.  
 
I continue to miss all of you…more and more each day! Please take good care of yourselves. 
 
Virtually yours, 
Alessandro Weiss 

 
 
P.S. No, your teachers didn’t sneak back into school! On March 19, our last day, I forced many of 
them to put on the Viking hat and take a photo. (This may not have been contractual.)  
 
P.P.S. As for our little shack…it, too, is taking part in the battle against the Coronavirus! I am 
informed by the College that our building has been taken over by the national guard and a 
dedicated team of medical staff, all of whom are working at a drive-through testing site in the 
adjacent parking lot. 

 

 
 

Be it ever so humble…there’s no place like home! 
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	2925 Goulden Avenue

