
OVER 300 TRANSACTIONS IN THE PAST 20 YEARS

Sheshunoff & Co is the M&A Expert

With over 300 successful bank M&A transactions in the past 20 years, Sheshunoff & Co 
Investment Banking is recognized as the trusted banking mergers and acquisitions leader 
among regional and community banks. Our team of advisors assist institutions of all sizes 
in today’s rapidly changing environment whether institutions are looking to make the right 
acquisition or identifying the best price for their institution.

“Sheshunoff represented our Independent Committee in a merger transaction that had unique complexities. 
The team from Sheshunoff was extraordinary and provided our committee with invaluable advice, market 
data and strategic dialogue.   Their analysis and recommendations were highly credible, and they understood 
the needs of our shareholders. We could not have been more pleased with the highly professional service 
and advice we received from the Sheshunoff team.”

-  Dan Ellinor, Committee Member, The Bank of Austin, Austin, Texas

“After pursuing a sale of our bank a few years earlier with another advisor, we engaged Sheshunoff after a 
careful selection process because we believed in their ability to leverage their contacts in the industry and 
their knowledge of community bank value to find qualified buyers and negotiate a transaction that would 
reward our shareholders. Hiring Sheshunoff resulted in a much more thorough process that delivered our 
desired result. Our team of advisors kept us constantly updated and informed and conducted the process in 
a very respectful and fair manner to all parties involved, including our employees and the prospective buy-
ers, all while emphasizing confidentiality. We would recommend Sheshunoff above other firms due to their 
experience, lack of conflicts in putting client interests first, and most of all results.”

-  Ken Betsinger, Chairman & CEO, 1st United Bank, Faribault, Minnesota

Industry Expertise When You Need it Most
For Your Valuation and M&A Needs 
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Director
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512.703.1566
 
Christopher Noon is an Accredited Senior 
Appraiser and member of the American Society 
of Appraisers.  He is the Director of Valuation 
Services with Sheshunoff & Co. Investment 

Banking. Sheshunoff annually provides over 100 
community bank stock appraisals for various purposes. Christopher has also 
advised  on appraisals and merger and acquisitions throughout his tenure at a 
Sheshunoff.

Prior to joining Sheshunoff , Christopher worked as an Equity Research Analyst 
in New York City, where he gained experience in research, financial modeling, 
valuation, and written research reports on publicly traded companies within 
both the water and chemical industries. Christopher has spent nearly 15 years 
in the financial services industry, He also has operational and business analyst 
experience.

Christopher holds a bachelor’s degree in Engineering Management, Information 
& Systems, and a bachelor’s degree in Mathematics, both from Southern 
Methodist University. He is a registered representative with FINRA and holds the 
Series 7, 24, 28, 63, 86 and 87 licenses.
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Key Elements to Selecting a Valuation Provider 
Why Choose Sheshunoff & Co?

• Independent & Objective: Sheshunoff employees do not individually own bank 
stocks. Sheshunoff does not have private bank equity investments of any type and 
does not provide bank stock research.

• Industry Experience: Our experts complete over 100 stock appraisals annually for 
public and private financial institutions ranging in size from $20 million in assets to 
$10 billion.

• Accreditation: Sheshunoff appraisals meet the Uniform Standards of Professional 
Appraisal Practice and meet Internal Revenue Service, ERISA, and Department 
of Labor requirements. Sheshunoff appraisals satisfy management, shareholder, 
auditor and legal counsel needs.

• Code of Ethics: Sheshunoff appraisals meet the American Standard of Appraisal 
standards and all professionals follow the Association’s Code of Ethics. 

• Valuation Experience: Sheshunoff’s team has over 50 years of collective bank 
stock valuation expertise. With Sheshunoff, you get a defendable valuation you can 
rely on with confidence.

• Price: Sheshunoff is dedicated to community banking and strives to provide 
exemplary quality at a reasonable price.  

Sheshunoff & Co Investment Banking works closely with you and your staff through 
a structured process so that you can make informed decisions.  You can rely on our 
team for all your valuation needs, including:

“I have utilized Sheshunoff & Co. Investment Banking valuation services for more than 25 
years because their people have a keen understanding of community banking and what 

drives value in a community banking organization. Their valuation reports are always 
completed very professionally and timely and they go to great lengths to fully understand 
our organization and our markets. They ask the right questions and listen intently to our 
answers to those questions. It is comforting to know that I can be very confident in the 

valuation results we receive.” 

- Kenneth Givens,Executive Vice President & CFO, River Bank & Trust, Prattville, AL
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Rick Elton is a Managing Director with 
Sheshunoff & Co Investment Banking, 
working primarily in the areas of valuation, 
mergers and acquisitions, and capital 

advisory services for financial institutions nationwide. 

Rick has over 30 years of business experience, including a strong 
background in conducting financial statement analysis, stock valuations 
and performance trend analysis and also holds a Chartered Financial 
Analyst (CFA) certification. With over 25 years in the community bank 
investment banking space, Rick has worked on hundreds of valuations 
and dozens of mergers and acquisitions.

Rick holds a bachelor of business administration in finance and an MBA 
in finance from the University of Toledo. He is a registered representative 
with FINRA and holds the Series 62 and 63 licenses.

John Adams
Principal & Head of Investment Banking

jadams@smslp.com
512.703.1561

John Adams serves as Principal and Head 
of Investment Banking for Sheshunoff & Co 
Investment Banking. John has been involved in over 
100 successful merger transactions representing 
both buyers and sellers, focused on merger 

and acquisition advisory services, capital issuance, and debt placement. His 
background includes buy-side and sell-side engagements, merger negotiation 
and structuring, financial analysis, and industry research. 

Prior to joining Sheshunoff eighteen years ago, John spent four years with a 
Wall Street investment bank working in their Financial Institutions Group in 
New York. John has over twenty-two years of experience in financial services, 
valuing financial institutions and advising clients in the merger & acquisition 
process, involving both public and private institutions, as well as equity and debt 
underwriting.

John regularly presents industry and M&A updates at Sheshunoff conferences 
and has taught at the Wisconsin Graduate School of Banking. John obtained 
his Master’s degree in mathematics and also holds a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree in Finance. John is a Principal and Registered 
Representative with FINRA and holds the Series 24, 7, 62, and 63 licenses.
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