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Note: There are very few right or wrong answers to these questions; they are intended to 

help you arrive at the weekend as prepared as possible so that we can make the most of 

our time together. 

 

1. Think about your experience listening to sermons. What has been helpful as a lis-

tener? What’s not? What’s a memorable sermon you’ve heard? What made it 

memorable? What do you think is required of the listener and of the preacher? 

 

2. How would you define what a sermon is, and what it isn’t? What is its purpose?  

 

3. Between now and May 10 take some notes during/after the sermons you hear on 

Sundays. Ask yourself the following questions; you might also compare your 

thoughts with those of the preacher. 

- What was the theme of the sermon? 

- What did you learn about yourself and the world? 

- How did it fit with the rest of the liturgy? 

- How did it make you feel? 

- Did it include an invitation? call to action?  

- What worked for you, and what didn’t? 

 

4. Read From Pew to Pulpit by Clifton Guthrie. It’s available in both book and e-

book from Amazon if you don’t have a local bookstore. (Note that the book refers 

to a companion website, but the website is defunct). Take some notes about your 

“aha” moments, things you don’t understand, and things you want to make sure 

we talk about.  

 

5. Find the readings for the 5th Sunday of Easter (5/19/19) and spend some time 

with them. What themes and images do the texts offer? What questions do you 

have? What resources would help?  

 

If you do not own a study Bible, you will want to have one. The following three are rec-

ommended: 

 

The New Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocrypha: New Revised Standard Version 

The New Interpreter's Study Bible: New Revised Standard Version With the Apocrypha 

The HarperCollins Study Bible : New Revised Standard Version With the Apocry-

phal/Deuterocanonical Books 

 

Also, look around your church and see what reference works are available. 


