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The Episcopal Diocese of Ohio 

Lay Preaching College 

License Process 2018-19 

 

Preaching the Word of God to an assembled congregation is an honor that carries with it significant responsibility. 

National canons offer lay persons the opportunity to be licensed to preach in a church in The Episcopal Church. This does 

not mean that a license is needed for lay people to offer a reflection, testimony, stewardship talk, or the like. It means that 

to preach the lections of the week and their application to our lives, they must first be licensed through the Bishop of their 

diocese. A Lay Preaching license affords the opportunity to preach in your home parish in support of its life and ministry. 

It is not valid in parishes other than your own. Described below is the process for obtaining and maintaining a Lay 

Preacher License in The Episcopal Diocese of Ohio.  

 

Who is eligible to receive training for a license? 

 If you are a lay person who is a Communicant in Good Standing in a parish of our diocese, you are eligible after 

receiving the recommendation of your priest, or if there is no regular priest, that of your current Senior Warden. 

Please make sure at this time that you will be given the opportunity to preach a minimum of twice per year in 

your congregation.   

 

How do I obtain a license? 

 If you’ve never been licensed in this diocese, you need to obtain the recommendation referenced above, then 

apply for and attend our annual two-day Preaching College. This is normally offered in the spring. After attending 

the College, you will need to preach a sermon during worship at your church and receive written feedback from 

several members of the congregation and from your mentor. That process is fully explained at the College. You 

then apply for your actual license including a copy of your sermon and the feedback. It is blind-reviewed by a 

qualified person and written feedback is sent to you. You may receive any of the following responses to your 

application: 1) You are granted a license; 2) Some additional work is needed, most likely with your mentor; 3) 

You will need to reapply in full another time. If you receive a license, it is valid through the end of the following 

calendar year (so if you are granted a license in June of 2019, that license will expire on December 31, 2020 and 

so on). Thereafter your license will expire at the end of each calendar year. 

 

What is a Mentor? 

 Each lay preacher must have an active relationship with a Preaching Mentor. That person is normally your parish 

priest unless you don’t have one, in which case the diocese will find a mentor for you. Your mentor will work 

with you on sermons, give feedback, and generally ensure theological and spiritual quality. Because each Lay 

Preacher, Mentor, and preaching context is different, you and your Mentor will develop a process and relationship 

particular to you. At a minimum, you and your Mentor should meet several times each year for feedback and 

conversation.  
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How do I keep my license from expiring at the end of a calendar year? 

 At the beginning of each year, we will announce the dates for three half-day Continuing Education trainings to 

take place in various locations around the diocese. You will need to attend at least one of those trainings. If you 

like, you could attend the full two-day College instead or in addition to the Continuing Education trainings. If you 

have attended at least one of those four events during that calendar year and maintained your relationship with 

your mentor, then your license will automatically be renewed for another calendar year. 

 

What if my license expires? How can I get it renewed? 

 If your license has been expired for two years or less, you just need to 1) attend one of the Continuing Education 

trainings or the two-day Lay Preaching College and 2) preach in your congregation and obtain mentor and 

member written feedback as you did for your first license. Submit all of that to the Congregations and Christian 

Formation office at the diocese and if additional work is needed it will be recommended. If not, your license will 

be renewed through the following calendar year. 

 If your license has been expired for more than two years, you can attend the two-day Lay Preaching College again 

and simply reapply for a new license. You can also contact The Rev. Brad Purdom at bpurdom@dohio.org to 

discuss your situation and explore other options when appropriate. 

 

What kind of support does the diocese supply to Lay Preachers? 

 A mentoring relationship. 

 Four training events each year (three Continuing Education and one Lay Preaching College). 

 Automatic fifty percent tuition reimbursement for Education for Ministry (EfM), the premier lay Christian 

education and formation process in the Episcopal Church. 

 Weekly Preaching Support – We make an annual contribution to an excellent weekly preaching aid website on 

your behalf – www.workingpreacher.org – and will offer support and conversation in how to best take advantage 

of it. The site does not require membership so feel free to begin using it if you do not already do so. You will see 

that it offers brief commentary and preaching ideas for each week’s assigned lessons.  

 Diocese of Ohio Lay Preacher’s Facebook Group – a closed Facebook group for licensed lay preachers and their 

mentors in our diocese. This is to facilitate communication among us, and to offer a forum for you to share 

questions, thoughts, and ideas with each other. 

 

How do I get more information?  

 Contact The Rev. Brad Purdom at bpurdom@dohio.org or 216-774-0452. 
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