
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 State & Federal Funding Policy Agenda  

Improvement of the Regional Transportation System 

 Widen I-65 to six lanes between Horse Cave and Elizabethtown. (State) 

 Support the projects identified as priority by the local MPO. 

 Support the inclusion of Southwest Parkway in the Biennial Highway Construction Plan 

Improvement of Regional Water and Sewer Capacity 

 Fund infrastructure projects approved by the Barren River Area Development District (BRADD) Water 

Management Council. (State) 

 Fund the repair of the Rochester Dam on the Green River. (State and Federal) 

 Authorize, direct and fund the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Water Supply Allocation Study of Barren 

River Lake. (Federal) 

Improvement of Regional Site Location Competitiveness 

 Increase funding of broadband and fiber infrastructure, including mapping and documentation. 

(State and Federal) 

 Fund independent certification of shovel-ready and pad-ready industrial sites. (State and Federal) 

Improvement of the Kentucky Transpark 

 Fund additional site, road, and utility construction. (State and Federal) 

 Fund further master planning and engineering. (State and Federal) 

 Building on the success of the Transpark, support legislation that allows us to maintain the business 

model for expansion of the park or development of a new park or parks.  

Improvement of Education; Western Kentucky University and Southcentral Kentucky Community & 

Technical College  

 Support legislation to approve a comprehensive funding model for Kentucky’s public universities and 

KCTCS based on outcomes goals as recommended by the Postsecondary Education Working Group, 

which was created by HB 303 in 2016. Ensure that funds currently held in the Postsecondary 

Education Performance Fund are distributed to public universities in FY 2017-18.  

 Approve legislation to expand availability of Advanced Practice Doctorate degree programs at 

Kentucky comprehensive universities including Western Kentucky University.  

 Protect current funding levels K-12.  

 Approve 2 additional teaching positions to support new Industrial Maintenance and Machine and 

Tool Programs at the Warren County Area Technology Center.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Support the alignment of K-12 accountability and assessment standards with career pathways and 

the addition of career academies.   

 Support the replacement of the KOSA exam with industry credentials  

 Approve legislation for the benefit of Western Kentucky University and the South Central Kentucky 

region. (State) 

 Approve legislation for the benefit of the Southcentral Kentucky Community & Technical College and 

the South Central Kentucky region. (State) 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy Positions for Benefit of Regional Economic Competitiveness 

 Approve right to work legislation to better compete with surrounding states. (State) 

 Reform state prevailing wage requirements to lower costs of public projects. (State) 

 Maintain and improve legislation that supports South Central Kentucky’s target markets: 

o Advanced manufacturing 

o Automotive parts and suppliers 

o Support the National Corvette Museum’s Motorsports Park 

o Fabricated metals, industrial machinery, plastics 

o Food processing (including equipment manufacturing and packaging) 

o Green building (wood products) 

o Logistics and distribution 

o Niche markets: firearms, cellulosic bio-fuel, cyber defense, motorsports, and medical 

devices. 

o Continue to support the agribusiness industry and its impact on the South Central 

Kentucky region. 

 Approve legislation that increases transparency and accountability in the workforce 

investment system to support a well-trained talent pipeline for the business community.  

 Encourage the Education and Workforce Development Cabinet to focus the existing public 

workforce system (key mandated partners) on becoming interdependent and continually 

improving in a manner that can deliver five (5) qualified candidates for every open position 

within forty-eight (48) hours of the job being properly submitted to the state’s Focus Talent 

System.   

 Support legislation that allows the sale of wine in grocery stores.    

 Support the US Chamber, Commonwealth of Kentucky, and 21 other states in their 

opposition to the federal rule that would redefine salary thresholds for the calculation of 

overtime. The rule will result in salaried professional employees being converted to hourly 

wages and will reduce workplace flexibility, remote electronic access to work, and 

opportunities for career advancement.  

 Adopt trade agreements with other nations that add jobs for the region. (Federal) 

 Support legislation and policies that ensure employers in Kentucky can provide affordable, 

accessible health care to their employees and not be burdened by overreaching regulations 

and penalties under the federal law. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ensure that federal and/or state policies and regulations protect the reliability and 

affordability of energy and energy services in South Central Kentucky. Ensure these policies 

and regulations encourage, rather than hinder, the economic viability and energy 

competitiveness of the South Central Kentucky region. (Federal) 

 Encourage the legislature to pass a resolution to delay implementation of federal emissions 

standards until after legal proceedings have concluded.   

 Support the passage of the federal Recognition of the Protection of Motorsports (RPM) Act, 

which:  

o Confirms that it has always been Congress’ intent that racecars are not included in 

the Clean Air Act’s (CAA) definition of “motor vehicle.”  

o Makes clear that it has always been legal to modify a street vehicle into a racecar 

used exclusively at the track. 

o Confirms that modifying these vehicles for exclusive track use would not be 

considered tampering. 

 Support renewable energy programs such as Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) biomass 

generation.  (Federal) 

 Ensure a workers’ right to a secret ballot in voting to join or not join a union. (Federal) 

 Support to redirect a portion of the in-lieu-of tax payments the Tennessee Valley Authority 

(TVA) pays to the state back to the TVA counties for economic development and job creation 

purposes. 

 Support of Local Investment For Transformation (LIFT) which provides a home rule 

alternative for economic growth and prosperity through citizen involvement or other such 

local option sales tax ballot measures of limited percent and duration, lawful for local 

citizens to vote upon. 

 Support the continued modernization of telecommunication laws to reflect the demand of a 

21st century communication-based economy and eliminate unnecessary and outdated 

regulatory burdens. 

 Support the Kentucky Chamber’s principles of tax reform:  

o Support Growth and Competitiveness - Kentucky’s State and Local tax systems 

should support growth-oriented tax policies that improve the competitiveness of 

Kentucky business in the national and global marketplace. 

o Reduce Cost of Capital – The tax code should encourage investment as it is the key 

to increased growth and productivity as well as higher wages for Kentuckians. 

o Simplify Tax Code - The tax code should be simplified with the goal of reducing 

compliance costs for the private sector. Complex taxes impose costs on businesses 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

that either reduce the return on investment or are passed on to consumers and 

workers. 

o Promote Fairness in Taxation Policies- Kentucky’s tax system should promote 

fairness by creating a level playing field on which Kentucky businesses can compete. 

Double taxation, or pyramiding, should be prohibited, and tax expenditures should be 

carefully studied to determine effectiveness. 

o Revenue Neutral Changes – Changes in the tax code should be revenue neutral and 

undertaken only to increase fairness and competitiveness and not to simply generate 

additional state revenue. While tax changes cannot guarantee tax neutrality for every 

Kentucky business, the goal should be not to raise net taxes on the business 

community.  

o Continue to Focus on Spending – To keep taxes competitive, it is critical to examine 

expenditures and align them with economic realities. Reforming the tax code must be 

coupled with a continued commitment by the legislature to reform and prioritize 

government spending. 


