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Proposed APHIS De Minimis Exemptions for “Exhibitors” 

Cat or dog show exhibitors are not “exhibitors” under the Animal Welfare Act; purebred dog and cat 

shows are expressly excluded from this law. 

These exemptions do not apply to 1) anyone residing in the household that collectively maintains more 

animals as defined in the exemption than the animals allowed in the specific exemption regardless of 

ownership; 2) anyone maintaining animals on the premises on which more than the allowed number of 

animals are maintained; or 3) any person acting in concert with others where they collectively maintain 

a total animals exceeding the exemption limit regardless of ownership. 

Exempt from Licensing 

Year-Round Exhibitor 
[2.1(a)(3)(x)]

Seasonal Exhibitor 

[2.1(a)(3)(xi)]

Infrequent Exhibitor 

[2.1(a)(3)(xii)] 

Eight or fewer 

Dogs, cats, rabbits, hamsters, guinea pigs, chinchillas, cows, 

goats, pigs or sheep 

Common, domesticated, 

non-dangerous 

household pet animals 

For exhibition 

Houses the animals 

permanently at the site they 

are exhibited year-round 

For seasonal exhibition 

For infrequent or 

intermittent exhibition 

for no more than 30 days 

per calendar year 

Exhibits any or all of the 

animals for no more than 

30 days per calendar year 

Derives less than a 

substantial portion of 

income from a 

nonprimary source for 

exhibiting such animals 

Animals reside exclusively at 

the residence of the owner 

Is not otherwise required to be licensed 

Four or fewer 


