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2021’s Early Bill Issues Range from Breeders to Microchips in these 

States: CT, HI, NH, NY, OK, and TX  

Legislators are introducing legislation as state sessions are getting started. A few of 

these bills, discussed below, involve pet breeders, dealers, mandatory microchipping, 

and pet store source restrictions. Even this early in the year, the CFA Legislative Group 

is tracking more state bills than we can report on in What’s Hot, the 

CFALegislativeNews Facebook page, or the CFA Legislative Group blog. Some of 

these bills are dog only bills – at the moment. Others involve topics like animal abuse, 

taxation, and non-economic damages. We watch this legislation because changes 

during the session could make them significant to cat fanciers. The bills summarized 

below come from Connecticut, Hawaii, New Hampshire, New York, Oklahoma, and 

Texas.  

The bills of note this month include: 

CT S.B. 458: This bill would establish a companion animal breeder license. The fee 

would be set on a per animal basis and used by the Department of Agriculture for 

spaying and neutering programs.  

HI H.B. 1287: The proposed House Bill 1287 includes a new section requiring 

mandatory microchipping of dogs and cats, registration, and registration information 

maintenance. It also amends the state licensing requirement to include “or has been 

implanted with a microchip” if counties “by ordinance, dispense with or modify” the state 

licensing requirements. The amendment also adds cats to this section. The companion 

bill is S.B. 1387. 

NH H.B. 250: This bill would increase the licensing threshold for a pet vendor to to 35 

dogs and 50 cats sold. There was another unsuccessful attempt to raise them in 2020. 

The thresholds were reduced in the budget bill of 2019. 

NY A.B. 2601: If enacted, this bill would require anyone who breeds three or more cats 

or dogs for sale for profit to obtain an annual breeder license. Such breeders would be 

subject to the inspection, facilities, care, and record-keeping mandates included in the 

bill. Current law defines pet dealers as any person who engages in the sale or offers to 

sell more than nine (9) dogs and/or cats per year to the public or any person who 

engages in the sale of more than twenty-five (25) dogs and/or cats, (born and raised on 

their premise) per year to the public. 

OK H.B. 1581: House Bill 1581 would restrict the sources of cats and dogs sold by a pet 

store. Unlike some other bills of this type, it would not limit sources to so-called 



“humane sources” only. The sale of cats and dogs from shelters and rescues would be 

allowed, as are cats and dogs from specified wholesalers and qualified breeders. 

TX S.B. 323: In the July 2020 issue of What’s Hot, we reported that the Texas Sunset 

Commission recommended eliminating the Licensed Breeders Program. Since then, the 

Commission rejected the recommendation. Now Senator Royce West (D-23) has 

authored Senate Bill 323 that would, if enacted, reduce the threshold to require 

licensing to five breeding females and eliminating the cats or dogs sold threshold 

altogether.  

Lawmakers will add more bills of interest to fanciers as the sessions continue. Though 

only a few state legislatures meet year-round, local lawmakers do meet all year. 

Keeping track of fifty states is one thing, but add in all the local governments, and there 

are over 30,000 jurisdictions in the U.S. to monitor. The CFA Legislative group needs 

your help in this endeavor. We call you the eyes and ears of the cat fancy for a reason. 

If you discover concerning legislation affecting this hobby - at any level – please contact 

us at legislation@cfa.org 

 

Recent CFA Legislative Group Blog Posts: 

What’s Hot…PIJAC’s Letter on Essential Businesses, Legislative Sessions, and an 

Update on Burke County, North Carolina  

Please report legislation happenings in your area to the Legislative Group – legislation@cfa.org    

Visit the CFALegislativeNews Facebook page and the CFA Legislative Group Blog to see the 

current legislative news. 
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