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St Thomas Episcopal Church offers sanctuary and spiritual renewal to everyone regardless of age, ethnicity,
sexual orientation, gender identity, religious background, social or economic circumstance, political affiliation
or where you are on your spiritual journey. We welcome all who desire deep relationships and value our
relationships with others over the differences that separate us.

Incense

The use of incense is one of the church’s ancient traditions. The fragrant, rising smoke represents the
presence of God, adds solemnity, and symbolizes the "odor of sanctity.” At St. Thomas, as part of the
celebration of our major feast days, we use incense in church as a symbol of our prayers rising to heaven, to
purify and bless the space, holy objects and people.

Our Commitment

We believe all people are beloved of God and we strive to live and proclaim God’s love through all our actions
and words. As a community and as individuals, we Lead with Love, shine light in the darkness, create safe
spaces and offer hope, courage, peace and strength for the journey. We are here for each other and for those
in need of any kind. St. Thomas is a place of refuge for those who are wearied by the world and desire
nourishment for the spirit and the soul. We welcome you to come as you are and to join us in the sacred task
of loving a new world into being.

Learn More About St. Thomas

If you would like to learn more about St. Thomas, we invite you to visit our website
(www.saintthomasdenver.org), subscribe to our weekly newsletter (link is on website), or schedule a
conversation with our priest by emailing office@saintthomasdenver.org.

Inclusive Language:

At St. Thomas, we support and encourage the use of inclusive language. Towards that end we often choose
more contemporary prayers and hymns for our worship service. However, we recognize that many parishioners
also appreciate and love our traditional prayers and hymns that employ more patriarchal language. When such
prayers or hymns are included in our worship, we encourage you to substitute the word or pronoun that most
resonates with you when you pray or sing.

Preaching and Presiding this Week: The Rev. Terri Hobart

Music Leaders
Brandon Bennett
Kari Miles
Angela Pleasants
Geoff Wodell

Godly Play and Nursery
Maria Perez

Contact Us:

Office office@saintthomasdenver.org
Angela Pleasants, Senior Warden srwarden@saintthomasdenver.org
Karmen Carter, Senior Warden srwarden(@saintthomasdenver.org
Brian Casey, Treasurer treasury(@saintthomasdenver.org

Samantha Church, Children’s Program samantha@saintthomasdenver.org
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The Gathering

Congregation gathers in courtyard.

Opening Acclamation

Presider Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.

People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.

Presider Let us pray.
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we
may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby
you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Blessing of the Palms

Presider May God be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you
have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he
entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph and, was proclaimed as King
of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his
way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who
bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the
way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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The stanzas may be sung by choir alone or alternately by contrasted groups; all sing the refrain.
Words: Theodulph of Orleans (d. 821); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. Music: Valer will ich dir geben, melody Melchior
Teschner (1584-1635), alt.; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889).



Opening Words

Presider Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God,
tor God is love” 1 John 4:7,8

Opening Acclamation
Presider Blessed be God who calls us home,
People Into the heart of love.
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Music: Betty Carr Pulkingham (b. 1928), from Freedom Mass, based on traditional African melodies. Copyright © 1989
Celebration, Aliquippa, PA 15001. All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by permission.



The Collect of the Day

Presider May God be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

Holy and immortal God, as we enter into this holy week turn our hearts to
Jerusalem, so that, united with Christ and all the faithful, we may enter the city
not made with hands, your promised realm of justice and peace, eternal from age
to age. Amen. A Prayer Book for Australia (1995) alt.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Give thanks to God who is good, *
whose mercy endures for ever.

Let Israel now proclaim, *
“God’s mercy endures for ever.”

Open for me the gates of righteousness; *
I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to God.

“This is the gate of the Holy One; *
those who are righteous may enter.”

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
and have become my salvation.

The same stone which the builders rejected *
has become the chief cornerstone.

This is God’s doing, *
and it is marvelous in our eyes.

On this day the Holy One has acted; *
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Hosanna, O God, hosannal *
O Holy One, send us now success.

Blest is the one who comes in the name of God; *
we bless you from the house of God.

God is the Holy One who has shined upon us; *
form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.

“You are my God, and I will thank you; *
you are my God, and I will exalt you.”

Give thanks to God who is good; *
God’s mercy endures for ever.
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The Gospel Matthew 21:1-11
Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them,
"Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey
tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says
anything to you, just say this, "The Lord needs them." And he will send them
immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the
prophet, saying,

"Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches



from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of
him and that followed were shouting,

"Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!

"When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?"
The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."

After the Gospel:
Presider The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Dismissal Of Children for Godly Play Story
Sung after final gradual verse as children leave the church.

Go now in peace

Go now in peace

May the love of God surround you

Everywhere, everywhere you may go.
Homily

Please sit.

Affirmation of Faith
Please stand in body or spirit.

We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God,
who knows our names and recognises our deepest needs.

We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God,
and that his grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted.

We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God

who yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child.

We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures,
and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts.

We believe that our journey has a purpose and a destination,
and that our path leads to a human glory we cannot yet imagine.

We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road,
and that we are called to love one another as God loves us.



This is our faith and we are humbled to profess in Jesus the Christ.
~ Patmos Abbey—The Order of Saint Columba.

The Prayers of The People
Please stand or kneel in body or spirit.

Leader Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in the world, now and always.

Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within us that we
may be bold to heal the earth, and pour your blessing upon all who work for
the good of the planet.

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Breath of life, receive our thanks for the beauty of our local habitat and all who
dwell in it, and grant us the wisdom and will to conserve it.

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of your creation, and visit the
places and people who suffer from our indifference, neglect, and greed.
God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Author of the book of nature, receive our gratitude for places of restoration
and healing, and continue to bless those places that feed our lives and spirits.
God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Wise Creator, whose works are full of mystery, give us wonder and
appreciation for your creatures with whom we find ourselves in conflict.
God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Divine Physician, heal our communities, especially those where neglect, greed,
or violence inflicts suffering upon people and other creatures.

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Comforter of all the earth, sustain the people of this congregation who desire
or need your presence and help especially ...

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Rock and refuge of all your creatures, receive into everlasting mercy all those
who have died.

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.



The Collect
Eternal God, the light of all who know you, come and fill our hearts with your
love. Help us stand for what is right when many sit in indifference. Increase our
faith and charity, until your kingdom comes and heaven and earth rejoice in
everlasting glory; through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Confession
Please kneel as you are able.

All Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution

The Peace

Presider May the peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.
We greet one another in the name of Christ. Please remain at your seat and greet the people adjacent to you.

Announcements

Read Our Weekly Newsletter:

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Presider Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to
the Lord.

Each week we gather to proclaim God’s love for all and to offer strength and courage for the journey.We are convinced
that the hope, love and good news that we offer are exactly what people need to navigate these challenging times in which
we live. If you share our conviction and values, we invite you to generously support St. Thomas and help us to continue
to matke a difference in our community and the lives of people that we serve.



If you give electronically, please place a giving card from the pew in the offering plate in lien of your gift. Scan to donate:

@StThomasDenver

Offertory Anthem

I'looked up and I saw

my Lord a-coming down the road.

Lord have mercy, He is coming,
Lord have mercy, He is here,
Lord have mercy, He is coming,
Lord have mercy, He is here.

I'looked up and I saw my Lord a-

weeping
I'looked up and I saw
my Lord a-weeping for my sins.

Lord have mercy, He is coming,
Lord have mercy, He is here,
Lord have mercy, He is coming,
Lord have mercy, He is here.

OfA0

Credit Card

I Looked Up And Saw My Savior Coming

Ilooked up and I saw my Lord a-coming

I'looked up and I saw my Lord
a-dying

I'looked up and I saw

my Lord a-dying on the cross.

Lord have mercy, He is coming,
Lord have mercy, He is here,
Lord have mercy, He is coming,
Lord have mercy, He is here.

I'looked up and I saw my Lord
a-rising

I'looked up and I saw

my Lord a-rising from the grave.

Lord have mercy, He is coming,
Lord have mercy, He is here,
Lord have mercy, He is coming,
Lord have mercy, He is here.



Presentation Hymn Let My Prayer Rise Up Haugen

Please stand as you are able.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

DPresider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Presider

It is right to give God thanks and praise. It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always
and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal
feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and
Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those
who love you. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise
that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing.



Sanctus S-125
4] | ! N N N
e — — il i — J N— P —— I ¥
[{an) P | o [ ] - - i'—b—‘ - P
Ho -1y, ho -1y, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
f | , | , A N ‘
- ! — JI ! D I P E—— 1 R .
=== == ==—=== - —————
heaven and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho -
/TR - — : S -y
?ﬁbﬁj_ﬂr i i - e B ‘I - - p3
san - na in the high - est Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Fa) ! | I N :
- ] — i‘ i — I - i — ! 77+ —»
&——e— - 4 - | ;
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord Ho
0 [ | o . | o J ).
Wj’ 7 M— ] ‘ C— y 3
3 Ml | 1 . [#10 [ K0 ¢
5 —— T —
san - na in the  high-est. Ho - san-na in the  high-est.

Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc.

Please stand or kneel as you are able.

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the
power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with
tavor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son,
Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread
with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to
walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice

of his life, and to be gloritfied by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This

is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”




Presider

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our
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ther,

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you,
gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ,
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of
bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these
gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the
whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the
wotld you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from
every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared
trom the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honort, glory, and praise, for ever and
ever. AMEN.

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we, are bold to pray.

Albert Hay Malotte
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The Breaking of The Bread

The Fraction Jesus Lamb of God
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Music: From Deutsche Messe; Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Adaptation: Copyright © 1985
GIA Publications, Inc.

The Invitation to The Table

The Communion of the People
All who love God and seek Christ are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Our bread is gluten free. To receive the bread, please place one hand
over the other. 1f you choose not to receive communion, you are invited to come forward for a blessing, indicating your desire by crossing
your arms over your chest. Simply, indicate your desire to the clergy. If you need to have communion brought to you, please alert an usher
and the clergy will come to yon. Please note: For reason of sanitation, we do not allow intinction.



Communion Hymn The Old Rugged Cross LEVAS #139
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Post-Communion Prayer

Please stand or kneel.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Sequence Hymn

THE LITURGY OF THE PASSION

Sacred Head Sore Wounded Hymn # 168

Please stand as you are ﬂb/e
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me! for whom thou di - est, hide not so far thy grace:
keep my heart thus mov - ed to stand thy cross be - neath,
make me thine for - ev - er! and should I faint-ing be,
1 may fight be - friend - ed, and see in my last strife

:

i

”

1 O coun - te - nance whose splen - dor the hosts of heaven - dore!
2  show me, O Love most high - est, the bright-ness of thy face.
3 to mourn thee, well - be - lov - ed, yet thank thee for thy death.
4 Lord, let me nev - er, nev - er, out - live my love for thee.
5 to me thine arms ex - tend - ed up - on the cross of life.
N
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Words: Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676); sts. 1-3, 5, tr. Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930); st. 4, tr. James Waddell Alexander
(1804-1859), alt. Music: Herzlich tut mich verlangen [Passion Chorale], Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612); adapt. And harm.
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).



The Passion Gospel Matthew 27:11-54

Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King
of the Jews?” Jesus said, ““You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests
and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many
accusations they make against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a
single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner,
called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do
you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?”
For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he
was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do
with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream
about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for
Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, “Which of the
two do you want me to release for your” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to
them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?”” All of them
said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But
they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning,
he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent
of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole answered,
“His blood be on us and on our children!” So he released Barabbas for them; and
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and
they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet
robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head.
They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying,
“Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on
the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes
on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they
compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed
with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified
him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down
there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge against him,
which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”



Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.
Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would
destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourselfl If you are the Son of
God, come down from the cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along
with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and
we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to;
for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.”” The bandits who were crucified with him also
taunted him in the same way.

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the
bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them
ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to
drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”
Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and
the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints
who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs
and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those
with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took
place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”

We Ieave in silence and continue our service on Maundy Thursday at 7:00 p.m. as we enter into the
Triduum, The Great Three Days that will conclude with the celebration of the Risen Christ at The
Great Vigil of Easter on Saturday evening.

Holy Week Schedule

4/2/2026 — Maundy Thursday 7PM

4/3/2026 — Good Friday 7PM

4/4/2026 — Easter Vigil (followed by feast to break the Lenten fast) 7PM
4/5/2026 — Easter Sunday (followed by an Easter egg hunt) 10AM



COMMUNICATION COVENANT
If we have a concern or issue that involves someone, we will discuss it with that
person privately.

If someone has a concern or issue with another person and comes to us, we will send
them to that person.

If someone is reluctant to speak to the person with whom they have a concern, we
will offer to accompany him or her to see that person.

We will not interpret what others say or mean. (We will ask them if we are unclear of
their intentions.)

If something is confidential, we will not share it with anyone. Exception: If you are
aware that a) someone is going to physically harm someone else; b) someone is going
to harm herself/himself; ¢) a child has been physically or sexually abused, please
consult with the clergy.

We will not read or react to unsigned letters or notes.

We will not act on anonymous complaints brought by others.

. We will not manipulate; We will not be manipulated. We will not let others try to
manipulate others through us.

When in doubt, we will just say what is on our minds. The only dumb questions are
the ones that are not asked.

10. When in disagreement, we will say it. We cannot resolve issues that are left unspoken.

We cannot work together without mutual understanding and trust.

11. Our relationships with each other are the most important asset in our community. So,

if we have a concern, we will pray and then, if led, speak up.
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OUR WHY: To Lead With Love w ITH
We lead with love by:

e Being an inclusive, welcoming space for all.
* Seeking the holy in ourselves, each other, and the world ® V

*  Making a difference in our community

CORE VALUES
« ATTEND TO OUR SPIRITUAL LIVES
Through prayer, spiritual practices and formation, we weave our relationship with the Holy into the fabric of
our daily lives. Prayer and discernment guide ministries and worship. (Foundational)
¢ CHOOSE LOVE
We act from love not fear; build bridges not walls. (Foundational)
e CREATE AND SUSTAIN COMMUNITY
We gather and care for each other. We cultivate deep relationships. We will prioritize our relationships with
each other over the differences that separate us. (Foundational)
«  WELCOME ALL
All means all and all are welcome. We promote an inclusive culture by 1) fostering the skills to shift our
cultural perspectives and appropriately adapt our behavior to bridge cultural differences; 2) cultivating the
self-awareness and empathy needed to value difference in working toward equity. (Missional)
+  HONOR DIVERSITY
All are welcome. Our leadership, worship, music and ministry initiatives will reflect our diversity. (Missional)
PROMOTE THE DIGNITY OF ALL
Through formation, lobbying and other initiatives we prayerfully engage in social justice activities that
promote and protect the dignity of all people. (Missional)
* CARE FOR CREATION
We value our interdependence with creation and recognize our role as stewards. We incorporate practices
that protect, sustain, and nourish our fragile earth and her inhabitants.
ENGAGE OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
We open our hearts and doors to our individual and church neighbors, strive to understand their needs and
support them.
(Missional)
*  NURTURE THE NEXT GENERATION
We offer, support and staff worship and formation opportunities for families and children. (Missional)
e CULTIVATE BEAUTY
We tend to the beauty of our space, worship and music that evokes a sacred sense of awe, stillness and joy.
(Missional)

THANK YOU!

None of this would be possible without your financial support.
www.saintthomasdenver.org

Believe 1
OUTLOUD
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