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Hanukkah is the Jewish eight-day, wintertime “festival of lights,” celebrated with a nightly menorah lighting, special prayers and fried foods.

The Hebrew word Chanukah means “dedication,” and is thus named because it celebrates the rededication of the Holy Temple 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the second century BCE, the Holy Land was ruled by the Seleucids (Syrian-Greeks), who tried to force the people of Israel to accept Greek culture and beliefs instead of mitzvah observance and belief in G‑d. Against all odds, a small band of faithful Jews, led by Judah the Maccabee, defeated one of the mightiest armies on earth, drove the Greeks from the land, reclaimed the Holy Temple in Jerusalem and rededicated it to the service of God. (Maccabee means Hammer – his nickname was Judah the Hammer! Jeremiah 23:29 – so Judah (praise) and Maccabee (hammer – the word) defeated the enemy!)

When they sought to light the Temple's Menorah (the seven-branched candelabrum), they found only a single cruse of olive oil that had escaped contamination by the Greeks. Miraculously, they lit the menorah and the one-day supply of oil lasted for eight days, until new oil could be prepared under conditions of ritual purity.

At the heart of the festival is the nightly menorah lighting. 

Hanukkah centers around a nine-branch menorah. The Temple menorah has seven branches. The Hanukkah menorah has nine branches, eight to remember the eight days of Hanukkah and one is the shamus, the candle used to light the other candles (this is usually either higher or separate from the other eight branches).

Since the object of the lighting is to publicize the miracle, the candles are usually placed near windows: to remind others of the holiday and the redemption. It is customary to light the candles right after sundown. After the destruction of the temple the menorah became the most important Jewish pictorial motif: what had been a holy implement became the symbol of Judaism. 


But there’s more. Seven represents all that is found within this world. There are seven days of the week, the world itself was created in seven days.

Then there is the number eight, which represents that which is above, that which does not fit into the neat slots that hold the bits and pieces of our lives. The number eight evokes the transcendent and the Godly. 

Eight is the number of miracles (remember this!)

We recite special prayer daily, and add praise and thanksgiving to God for “delivering the strong into the hands of the weak, the many into the hands of the few ... the wicked into the hands of the righteous.”

Hanukkah begins on the eve of Kislev 25 and continues for eight days. 

Rabbi would say, “We must listen carefully to what the candles are saying.” So, what are the flickering flames telling us? 

Here are some messages:

a. Never be afraid to stand up for what’s right. Judah Maccabee and his band faced daunting odds, but that didn’t stop them. With a prayer on their lips and faith in their heart, they entered the battle of their lives—and won. We can do the same.

b. Always increase in matters of goodness and Torah-observance. Sure, a single flame was good enough for yesterday, but today needs to be even better.

c. A little light goes a long way. The Hanukkah candles are lit when dusk is falling. Perched in the doorway, they serve as a beacon for the darkening streets. No matter how dark it is outside, a candle of Godly goodness can transform the darkness itself into light.

d. Take it to the streets. Hanukkah is unique in that its primary mitzvah is observed in public. It’s not enough to be a Jew at heart, or even at home. Chanukah teaches us to shine outwards into our surroundings with the Godly glow of mitzvahs.

e. Don't be ashamed to perform mitzvahs, even if you will feel different. Rather, be like a menorah, proudly proclaiming its radiant uniqueness for all to see.

The following blessings are said before the menorah is lit. 

1. Blessed are You, Lord, our God, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His commandments, and commanded us to kindle the Hanukkah light.

2.  Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who performed miracles for our forefathers in those days, at this time.

3.  Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, who has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this occasion.

The main prophetic reading of Hanukkah is the prophecy of Zechariah, which ends, “…Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6).

Why?  The biggest lesson of Hanukkah was the power of the spirit, the ability of God’s people to live by God’s commands. …Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts (Zech. 4:6). 

Pray – three times a day

Sang a song of Praise – Hallel

A Hallel is a song of praise celebrating God’s mighty acts on behalf of His Chosen People, the nation of Israel. The complete text of the song is contained in Psalms 115 through 118. The complete HALLEL is recited in the morning service throughout the eight days of Hanukkah.


Jesus is the Light of the World

Jesus kept Hanukkah, it was during the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem that Yeshua walked into Solomons porch.


Hanukkah is 8 days long because eight is the number of dedication.
On the 8th day, the firstfruits of everything, whether crops or animals were to be dedicated to God.  Exodus 22:29-30

One of the biggest keys to bible prophecy is to realize the God of Israel tries to communicate with mankind by repeating the same events over and over from different perspectives, until hopefully we figure it out.  This is why Eccl. 1:9 says; what has been is what will be, there is nothing new under the sun.  (Mark Biltz)


Places of breakthrough creates open portals.  Creates Open Heavens

As well as places of prayer/ worship AND OBEDIENCE opens portals

Kenneth Hagin received a breakthrough in healing, personally – it opened a portal over him for healing and many were healed through his ministry

John Avanzini received a breakthrough in finances – he too had many receive the same breakthrough through his ministry 

These portals are open heavens where the anointing flows…

One of the marvelous mysteries of God is the existence of portals--doors and passageways--leading to and from the heavenly realms. When you are standing in a portal, it feels like an open Heaven.  Because it is!
 
A heavenly portal is a spherical opening of light that offers divine protection by which angels and heavenly beings can come and go, without demonic interference. 

The greek word for door is thura and defined by Strongs as a portal or entrance providing an opening or closure, literally and figuratively.

The Apostle said in 1 Cor. 2:12; now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, and found that the Lord had opened a door (portal) for me.

John Paul Jackson says; God has designed portals to begin in the third Heaven, travel through the second Heaven, and open upon Earth.
 
Throughout Scripture, we see the existence of doorways or portals:

Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in.  Psalm 24:7.
 
He commanded the clouds above and opened the doors of heaven.  Psalm 78:23.
 
Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.  Proverbs 8:34.
 
Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.  John 1:51.
 
After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying "Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this. Immediately, I was in the spirit.  Revelation 4:1-2

The "door" in Revelation suggests God's invitation for us to have access to His heavenly realm. As His friends, the Lord wants to open the portals of Heaven and release an unparalleled visitation of heavenly hosts.
 
Jacob Discovered a Heavenly Portal -

Jacob spent the night in a place where his forefather Abraham had called upon the name of the Lord.  Genesis 12:8. 

As he rested his head upon a covenant stone, a portal opened. Jacob saw a vision of a ladder with angels ascending and descending on it. When he awoke from sleep, he said, "Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it...How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of Heaven!" Genesis 28:16-17
 
Jacob erected a monument and named the place, "Bethel" or "dwelling place of God." Several times after this, the Lord told Jacob to return to Bethel, where He would speak to him.  It had become an open portal.
 
Have you ever wondered why the Lord, who could speak to you anywhere, would instruct you to go somewhere else, so that He could talk with you?
 
While God was talking to Elijah, He instructed the prophet to go to Mount Horeb, also known as Mount Sinai, where the Lord would talk to him further.  1 Kings 19:11-18.
 
Divine portals into the heavenly realm exist around the Earth today. The city of Jerusalem is a portal. In fact, it is the major portal on the face of the Earth. That's why both David and Isaiah said that Jerusalem is the center of the earth. Why do you suppose the enemy is trying to capture Jerusalem? He is trying to block or close off this portal.  But OUR president helped open that portal back up when he made Jerusalem a capital.
 
In Moravian Falls, North Carolina, Rick Joyner has shared that he and his staff have had numerous angelic visitations on their property that was once owned by Count von Zinzendorf and the Moravian community of faith. Several portals exist on this land which had been prayed over by the Moravian brethren for over 100 years.
 
While living in Babylon, the prophet Daniel encountered angels who had battled with principalities. However, since the prince of Persia ruled the nation, the portal to the third Heaven was stopped up, much like a kitchen sink that is clogged with debris, so that nothing can flow from the source. But the Lord is calling us to take back these places full of divine destiny, so that His angels can come and go unencumbered in our midst.
 
The Keys to Open these Portals May Dwell in the Actions of Our Hearts
 
At Pentecost, the key to unlocking the portal was the unity of the believers. 

Gathered together, Scripture says they were "in one accord," when suddenly, a portal opened. A sound from Heaven was heard that resembled a mighty rushing wind, filling the whole house. A supernatural manifestation followed and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:1-4.

Bill Johnson – time for miracles the last few weeks of the year.

Open portals – give and receive!!!!

Give into this time of miracles and receive during this awesome time of miracles…

Remember, eight is the number of miracles – let’s take these 8 days and press in and pray and worship God and expect a miracle…

Theresa Phillips – Elijah List – Lord told her it was a season of miracles…found her watch.  Finally God said to her ‘now do you believe it is a season of miracles?  Yes, she said, I believe.

Then keep praying. 

For I am giving you an opportunity today to ignite faith in others and tell them to start looking for miracles and write them down this season. For I am going to do many, many miracles. Some may be small. Some may be large. Then some may seem insignificant, BUT all will be Me.

"I want you to tell the Church to write them down and next year there will be a book of Christmas Miracles and your church will grow!"


Today, after I studied this word, I felt the Lord tell me to sow INTO this word.  

I felt compelled to ask why?

God took me to Mark 4:6-8 and He said ‘when the ground has been plowed, and this word has plowed the ground, you sow and scatter.’  


