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WEDI Submits Comments to CMS on NCPDP Proposed Rule. WEDI submitted comments to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) on the proposed rule entitled “Administrative Simplification: Modifications of Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) National Council for Prescription Drug Programs (NCPDP) Retail Pharmacy Standards; and Adoption of Pharmacy Subrogation Standard.” In our letter, WEDI supported adoption of the updated pharmacy standards and recommended the Batch Standard Subrogation Implementation Guide v10 be required for Medicaid plans but be optional for non-Medicaid subrogation situations. WEDI thanks NCPDP for its collaboration in development of our comments.  
PHE Extended an Additional 90 Days. The Biden administration extended the Public Health Emergency (PHE) for an additional 90 days today. The administration continues its position that it will give states at least 60 days notice before terminating the PHE. The extension permits the Medicare telehealth flexibilities to continue. Go here to read the announcement.

NCVHS to Hold Hearing Jan. 18-19 on CAQH CORE and X12 Proposals. The National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics (NCVHS) Standards Subcommittee will conduct a hearing Jan.18 and 19 examining the new and updated transaction standards and operating rules. The first day will focus on the X12 proposal to move to the 008020 version of the Dental, Institutional, and Professional Claim (837) and the 008020 version of Health Care Claim Payment/Advice (835). Day two will discuss the CAQH CORE proposal to move to updated and new operating rules. WEDI will be testifying on both days and will outline the findings from our workgroup discussions, surveys, and Member Position Advisory meetings. Go here to review the full agenda and register to attend this free virtual event. 

CMS to Host Call on Standards for Health Care Attachments Transactions and Electronic Signatures. The CMS National Standards Group (NSG) will host two calls about the “Administrative Simplification: Adoption of Standards for Health Care Attachments Transactions and Electronic Signatures, and Modification to Referral Certification and Authorization Transaction Standard” proposed rule that was released on December 21. The call will be held on Jan. 25, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. ET. A second call will also be held on Wednesday, Feb. 8, at 2 p.m. ET. The sessions will provide a public forum for CMS to provide an overview of the proposed rule and cover the following topics: (i) Background on the current standards; (ii) What the proposed rule would do; and (iii) How to submit comments on the proposed rule. Go here to register for the Jan. 25 call and here to register for the Feb. 8 call.

ONC releases Draft USCDI v4. The Office of the National Coordinator for Health IT (ONC) has released it Draft United States Core Data for Interoperability, Version 4 (Draft USCDI v4). The USCDI is a standard, updated annually. It is developed and adopted by ONC on behalf of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to serve as a baseline set of data elements for health information exchange and to inform interoperable health IT implementations.

ONC Publishes Latest Edition of its Standards Bulletin. The latest ONC Standards Bulletin has been released. Published periodically, this Standards Bulletin describes the background of USCDI and the development of the newly published Draft USCDI v4. The USCDI sets the technical and policy foundation for the access, exchange, and use of electronic health information to support nationwide, interoperable health information exchange.

ONC Publishes 2023 ISA Reference Edition. ONC has published of the annual Interoperability Standards Advisory (ISA) Reference Edition. The 2023 ISA Reference Edition, the ninth annual publication, reflects more than 150 comments received by ONC during a 60-day public comment period that closed September 30, 2022. The ISA is ONC’s catalog of curated standards and implementation specifications for health information interoperability that reflects extensive feedback from industry and federal agencies. The web version of the ISA is updated on a regular basis as changes in the health IT standards environment become apparent or when public comments are received at any point throughout the year. The Reference Edition is a snapshot of the web version of the ISA compiled at the end of the year following a public comment period. Additions to the 2023 ISA Reference Edition include: (i) Standards Version Advancement Process (SVAP) Integration; (ii) Pharmacy Interoperability; (iii) Human and Social Services; (iv) Adverse Event Reporting; and (v) Additional Updates. The public can submit comments to the web version of the ISA throughout the year. To submit comments, please create a user account by clicking the button located at the top right of the ISA page and following the sequence of prompts.

CMS Administrator to Host Stakeholder Call Jan. 24. In a National Stakeholder call, CMS Administrator Chiquita Brooks-LaSure, and her leadership team, will highlight CMS’ key 2022 accomplishments and look ahead to how our 2023 priorities will advance the CMS Strategic Plan. The program will take place Jan. 24 from 1:00 PM (ET) – 2:00 PM (ET) and will provide an opportunity to learn more about how you can partner with the Agency to help implement its Strategic Plan and key initiatives.  Click here to register for the event.
CMS to Host 2023 Eligible Clinician eCQM Education and Outreach Webinar. CMS will host a webinar, titled “Eligible Clinician eCQM Webinar: Highlights for Performance Period 2023.” The event will take place Feb. 2, 2023, from 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., ET. The webinar will discuss CMS’s efforts to enhance the quality of the published 2023 performance period Eligible Clinician Electronic Clinical Quality Measures (eCQMs). Goals of this webinar include increasing measure-specific education and outreach through the identification and exemplification of specific 2023 clinician-level eCQM update themes, including a review of eCQM global changes, eCQMs that underwent significant changes from performance period 2022 to 2023, and review of the new Eligible Clinician eCQM- CMS951v1- Kidney Health Evaluation. Register for the event here. Access the eCQI Resource Center here. 
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