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WEDI Comments on Interoperability/Prior Authorization NPRM. WEDI submitted comments in response to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) entitled: “Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Advancing Interoperability and Improving Prior Authorization Processes for Medicare Advantage Organizations, Medicaid Managed Care Plans, State Medicaid Agencies, Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) Agencies and CHIP Managed Care Entities, Issuers of Qualified Health Plans on the Federally-Facilitated Exchanges, Merit-Based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) Eligible Clinicians, and Eligible Hospitals and Critical Access Hospitals in the Medicare Promoting Interoperability Program.” Our comments included support for the proposed APIs for data exchange but urged CMS to modify the implementation timeframe. Special thanks to WEDI Board Chair Ed Hafner (Change Healthcare), Past Chair Nancy Spector (AMA), Board member Terry Cunningham (AHA), WEDI Task Group and Subworkgroup Co-Chair Stanley Nachimson (Nachimson Advisors), Bob Dieterle (EnableCare, HL7),for their edits to the document and to those members who participated in our Member Position Advisory events on Feb. 24 and Feb. 28 for their input on the proposed rule.
ONC has Opened up the SVAP for Public Comment. The Office of the National Coordinator for Health IT (ONC) has opened the public comment period for the Standards Version Advancement Process (SVAP). The SVAP allows Certified Health IT Developers to voluntarily update their Health IT Modules to newer versions of standards and provide these updates to their customers.
As of late January 2023, 38 Certified Health IT Developers and 50 Certified Health IT Modules had voluntarily updated to standards versions on the 2022 SVAP list, these early adopters of SVAP can enable customers to use products to consistently and reliably access, exchange, and use social determinants of health data, and other data elements included in United States Core Data for Interoperability version 2. The 2023 SVAP public comment period will be open until May 22, at 11:59 P.M. ET. The public is encouraged to review the standards versions ONC is considering for SVAP 2023 and submit comments on the SVAP standards page. New standards versions are listed as ‘Standards Version Under Consideration.’

ONC Reports on Physician Use of Telemedicine. In a blog post, ONC leverages an analysis of National Electronic Health Record Survey (NEHRS) 2021 data and from in-house data collected from electronic health record (EHR) developers’ app galleries to report on physicians’ experiences with telemedicine during the pandemic. New data show that the percent of physicians that used telemedicine jumped from 15 percent in 2018 and 2019 to 87 percent in 2021, underlining the unprecedented need for telemedicine during this time. Although the majority of physicians used telemedicine for delivering some care in 2021, most patient visits remained in-person. For example, 53 percent of physicians used telemedicine for less than 25 percent of their patient visits while only nine percent of physicians used telemedicine for 50 percent or more of their patient visits. ONC also details the significant differences across physician characteristics in their use of telemedicine. Small practices (three physicians or fewer) were 20 percent less likely to use telemedicine than large practices (more than 50 physicians). Practices owned by individual physicians or physician groups were less likely to use telemedicine than those owned by insurance companies or medical centers. Primary care physicians were 17 percent more likely to use telemedicine than surgical specialists.  These differences mirror the type of telemedicine tools used, especially telemedicine platforms integrated with EHRs.
There was a similar usage of telemedicine among physicians residing in rural and urban areas. Telemedicine has emerged as an invaluable mechanism of delivering care, and the data show that rural physicians use the technology at the same rates as their urban-based peers. As telemedicine provides access to care to rural patients who must long travel distances and may live in an area with provider shortages, the results are heartening. A number of factors can explain differences across physician characteristics and merit further investigation. For example, a lack of resources may explain lower usage of telemedicine among small practices compared to large ones while high patient demand for this tool and the nature of care delivery may explain higher usage of telemedicine among primary care physicians compared to surgical specialists.
There was a clear relationship between physician satisfaction with telemedicine usage and the type of telemedicine tool used. Physicians who used a telemedicine platform, integrated or not integrated with their EHR, were more likely to be satisfied with the use of telemedicine (75 percent) than physicians who only used phone or video conference tools (39 percent) (Figure 1). Similarly, physicians who used both EHR-integrated and not integrated platforms were more likely to report that telemedicine provides a similar quality of care to in-person visits than physicians who used phone or video conference tools alone. These results may indicate the strength of certain technologies to provide virtual care of similar quality to in-person care.

An analysis of EHR market leaders’ health app marketplaces showed a rapid rise in the number of telemedicine apps available to EHR users during the pandemic. The number of new apps that integrate with an EHR doubled from January 2020 to June 2021. Half of the new apps provided some form of video conferencing, while the other half did not, providing a mix of text messaging, audio communication, and non-communication capabilities. These data show the broad types of functionalities available through these apps, providing even more details about how these apps virtualized care during this period.
ONC Offers Recap of Health Datapalooza Event. In a blog post, ONC provided a recap of the highlights from the recent Health Dataplaloosa event. The conference discussions included: (i)  the first cohort of six Qualified Health Information Network (QHIN) applicants were accepted to begin the onboarding and implementation process; (ii) the ONC release of a new Social Determinants of Health (SDOH) Toolkit and highlighted insights from Learning Forum Sessions for the Health IT Community; (iii) the ONC-led Inferno test tool for the Health Level Seven (HL7®) Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources (FHIR®), including new test suites that go beyond just certification conformance; (iv) updates regarding the latest findings and progress made under USCDI+. Notably, a separate ONC USCDI+ effort with HRSA will soon kick off. It’ll focus on testing a forthcoming test kit for the UDS+ IG with the UDS Test Cooperative (UTC); and (v) the 2023 Health Equity DataJam, a data-driven sprint and call-to-action for the public to transform HHS data into digital tools, insights, and innovation for real-world impact, among other topics. 
Reminder: ONC Health IT Certification Program Developer Roundtable on Mar. 22. The ONC Health IT Certification Program will conduct a Health IT Certification Program Developer Roundtable on March 22, 2023. These public meetings are open to all health IT developers, regardless of their participation in the ONC Health IT Certification Program. During these meetings, ONC leads discussions tailored for the health IT developer community on topics such as Certification Program updates, upcoming certification deadlines, and developer requirements. Go here for more information and to register. 

Federal Government Recommends action to protect against LockBit Ransomware. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, and the Multi-State Information Sharing & Analysis Center has recommended organizations take action to protect their networks from LockBit 3.0 ransomware, which is more evasive than previous versions.
Health Care Cybersecurity Topic of Senate Hearing. The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, chaired by Senator Gary Peters (D-MI) with ranking member Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), conducted a hearing examining cybersecurity risk to the health care sector. Witnesses included: (i) Scott Dresen, chief information security officer for Corewell Health, a large integrated health system based in Michigan; (ii) Greg Garcia, Executive Director, Cyber Security Healthcare and Public Health Sector Coordinating Council; (iii) Stirling Martin, Senior Vice President & Chief Privacy and Security Officer, Epic Systems; and (iv) Kate Pierce, Senior Virtual Information Security Officer, Fortified Health Security. Watch the full hearing here. 
[bookmark: link_1401890357583]CMS to Host Open Payments Data Submission Webinar. Check in and Review and Dispute Reminders for Reporting Entities.  CMS will host an Open Payments Check in and Review and Dispute Reminders for Reporting Entities webinar and live Question and Answer (Q&A) session. The program will take place on Tuesday March 21, 2023 at 1:30pm (ET). The Q&A session will open with reminders about data submission and the upcoming Pre-publication Review, Dispute and Correction period. The Open Payments team will then be available to respond to your questions. As a reminder, in order to ask a question, you must go online and register 15 minutes prior to the webinar. Register for the event here.
CMS Releases Resources for the Medicaid and CHIP Continuous Enrollment Unwinding. CMS has released resources for the Medicaid and CHIP Continuous Enrollment Unwinding: Resources include the “What to Know and How to Prepare” partner education webinar that was held on February 22, 2023. The webinar recording and transcript can be accessed on our National Stakeholder Calls webpage. Register here for the March 22, 2023 programs as well as all other upcoming webinars. Additional CMS Unwinding Resources include: (i) Unwinding Homepage; (ii) Medicaid and CHIP Renewals Page; (iii) Unwinding Communications Toolkit; (iv) Unwinding Toolkit Supporting Materials; (vi) Unwinding Speaking Request Form; and (viii) Unwinding Special Enrollment Period – Frequently Asked Questions.  On March 2, 2023, CMS has also posted the anticipated state timelines for initiating unwinding-related renewals detailing the expected first month for each state/territory's unwinding-related renewals, as well as the anticipated effective date for the first procedural terminations.
	
HRSA to Host Health Equity Webinar. The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) Office of Intergovernmental and External Affairs will host the 2nd session in its Advancing Health Equity among Hispanic/Latino Populations webinar series. The webinar, “Overcoming Adversity and Fostering the Mental Health of Hispanic/Latino Youth and their Families,” will be held on Tuesday, April 4, 1-2:30 p.m. ET. Presenters will discuss the importance of integrated care, trauma-informed care, and cultural competence when providing mental health services to this population. Register for the webinar here. 
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