
Bible Story: Click here to watch this weeks Bible Story: https://studio252.tv/fun2watch 
This week the kids are learning about Jesus praying in Gethsemane  
• Bible Story: Matthew 26:36-56 (Supporting: Luke 22:39-46) 
• Bottom Line: Put others first. 
• Memory Verse: Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. Instead, be humble. 

Value others more than yourselves. Philippians 2:3 (NIrV) 

 
Activities:  Click here for more activities:  http://studio252.tv/fun2do  
What You Need: Bible, Matthew 26:36-56 
What You Do: 
• Open the Bible to Matthew 26:36-56. Ask leading questions to help kids recall the story. 
• Choose kids to play the different parts: Jesus, three disciples, Judas, and the soldiers. 
• Distribute any props accordingly. 
• Lead kids to dramatize the story, reenacting the following key points: 

 After a special Passover meal, Jesus led the disciples out of the city toward the Mount of Olives. 
 When they reached the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus told them to sit there while He went to pray. He took Peter, James, and 

John with Him. 
 Jesus went a little farther and prayed. He begged for God to take away what was coming, and yet He trusted God's plan. 
 He returned to His friends and found them sleeping. 
 Jesus went to pray a second time, but again, He came back and found the disciples sleeping. 
 He left them and went away to pray again. 
 For the third time, He prayed the same thing—begging for God to take away what was coming but trusting God’s plan. 
 Jesus returned to the disciples, who were still asleep. 
 Judas arrived with a large crowd that was carrying swords and clubs. The Jewish religious leaders had sent the mob. 
 The mob arrested Jesus and led Him away. His friends, who had promised to stay with Him through anything, ran away. Jesus 

had chosen the path that would bring life for everyone, but it would cost Him everything. 
What You Say: 
“How do you think the disciples felt when they saw Jesus being taken away? (Scared, sad, confused) The disciples thought that Jesus was 
going to become a king right away. They didn’t know that God had a different plan—a plan that seemed upside down from what everyone 
thought was going to happen. And because they were sad and confused and scared, they missed a chance to put Jesus first. Instead, they 
ran away when Jesus needed them most.  
“There might be times when you’re sad or confused, too. Someone in your family may be really sick. Or something sad might happen. But 
even when you’re sad or confused or scared, God can help you [Bottom Line] put others first. You can pray for others, you can give them a 
card, or you can make cookies for them.  
 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed  
What You Do: 

Play a version of “Simon Says.” 
Start as the first leader.  
Give the kids a simple direction: Put your hands on your head. 
They should all obey and say, “Not my will, but yours.”  
Play a few more rounds, telling them to do various simple actions: hop on one foot, flap like a chicken, sit down, twirl around, 

etc.  
If you choose, let a couple of responsible older kids to take a turn being the leader.   

What You Say: 
“In this game, you put [leaders’ names] and me first by doing what WE asked, not what you wanted. Have you ever done that in real life? 
(Invite responses: by obeying their parents instead of playing or by letting their sibling/friend choose an activity or meal instead of insisting 
on their own way.)  
 
“There are a lot of opportunities in life to [Bottom Line] put others first. We don’t always see those opportunities because we get focused 
only on what we want.” 
 
[Make It Personal] (Share a time when you could have put someone else first but you chose to focus on what you wanted instead. What 
happened as a result? How did you feel? How did the other person feel?)  
 
Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids 
If you lead 4th or 5th graders, consider asking these discussion questions:  

What does it feel like to always focus on what you want, no matter what? 
How have you put someone else first recently?  
How does it feel to focus on someone else and make an effort to put THEM first? 
Who is someone specific you can put first this week, and what could you do to put them first and yourself second? 

Since we won’t be able to worship together as a church 
family this week, here are some resources for you to 

use as a family.   
Please make sure to catch Kids Worship on  

Sundays at 6pm on the Middletown Children’s FB page:   
https://www.facebook.com/middletownchildren/  

https://studio252.tv/fun2watch
http://studio252.tv/fun2do
https://www.facebook.com/middletownchildren/

