ABOUT CAREPORTAL

Heritage’s Mission Team and Church Council have enthusiastically endorsed our church becoming a CarePortal Church partner.

CarePortal bridges the gap between children and families in need and churches who want to help.  Child welfare professionals working at Department of Social Services, Parkview, Daily Bread, etc. identify a need of a local child or family and submit a request into CarePortal’s platform which sends a message to participating churches nearby (within 15 miles).  Needs may include providing baby formula, diapers, a car seat, a mentor, a bassinet, a caring ear, toddler beds, transportation, a dresser, clothing, a crib, etc. Each church can respond directly back to the caseworker through the CarePortal when they are able to meet the need.  Every request presents an opportunity for a church to make a meaningful connection which may involve meeting one need at just the right time, or it may develop into a lasting relationship. Having a support system and resources available may keep a family together and prevent a child from going into a foster home.

Since its beginning in Texas in 2015 CarePortal has spread to 21 states and into Canada. It has helped over 83,038 children in the United States. There are 2,444 churches in the U.S. already participating.  Patrick Henry Family Services is our local Implementing Partner.  They launched the program in Roanoke on February 19, 2020, in Bedford on March 23rd, and in Lynchburg on June 19th.  Heritage Baptist Church, Boonsboro United Methodist Church, Gospel Community Church, Crosspoint Church, and others are already on-board in Lynchburg.

[bookmark: _gjdgxs][bookmark: _GoBack]We already have two “Point Persons,” Beth McCoy and Susan Dixon, who have volunteered to receive the requests from the case workers. We are now recruiting “Resource” people and groups (Sunday School Classes, UMW Circles, Prayer Groups, etc.) willing and able, if possible, to meet those needs.  Volunteers would be trained by PHFS.  To learn more about CarePortal, visit their website: https://www.careportal.org/  and click “How Does CarePortal Work?” to watch a video. To learn more about PHFS, visit their website:  https://www.patrickhenry.org/ .  Please prayerfully consider being a “Resource” person and/or group.  We will be back in-touch with you.  
