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Space Heater Tips
Using space heaters as the weather gets 
colder? They can be a great source of 
supplemental heat, but can also be costly 
and dangerous. Be aware of what wattage 
your heater pulls and don’t leave loose 
items around the unit. 

Steve Foss

F RO M  T H E  C E O

Looking Ahead to a New Year
I think it’s safe to say we were all ready to say goodbye to 2020. 
Other than the birth of my granddaughter, good riddance to 2020. 
What a year it was, but we’re ready to look ahead and take a leap 
toward some exciting new projects FreeState is going to be working 
on in 2021. 

The first project is solar power. This is a big project for not only us 
but cooperatives across the state. FreeState is joining 11 other coop-
eratives to bring our members clean energy that will not only reduce 
our carbon footprint but will help us reach our goal of rate stability 
by helping the co-op save on the wholesale power bill. 

This has been an incredible project to be a part of, and I’m excited for the future 
of this project and how it will impact not only us here at FreeState 
but our neighboring cooperatives as well. We heard you all loud and 
clear — solar is an interest of our members and we’ve figured out a 
way to bring you an option that is a low investment and at a low cost. 

We also cannot forget our regular business, and that includes the 
election of our trustees and the annual meeting. We’re going to try 
again, and hopefully we’ll be able to see you all in some way shape or 
form. Our staff is constantly monitoring county orders and although 
we have the date saved for April 27, 2021, just know we will communi-
cate with our members if anything changes. Because as we know from 
2020, it can, and may change quickly. 

That being said, it’s also time to start thinking about trustee 
elections. As a member-owned cooperative, you have a voice, and 
a vote, on how your cooperative is governed. We will be electing 
three trustees in 2021, and if you have any interest in serving your 
neighbors on the board I invite and encourage you to check out WWW.FREESTATE.
COOP/ANNUALMEETING where you’ll find information on how you can run for 
a trustee position. We want individuals who are committed to serving their 
neighbors and making decisions that guide our cooperative. 

All the application requirements are listed on our website, and we have added an 
electronic application for your convenience. The deadline to apply is Feb. 4, 2021. 

AS ALWAYS, IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CONTENTS IN THIS PUBLICA-
TION OR OTHER GENERAL QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS PLEASE CONTACT US BY 
EMAIL AT CUSTOMERSERVICE@FREESTATE.COOP OR 800-794-1989.

This is a big 
project, not 
only for us 
but for our 
neighboring 
cooperatives 
across the 
state. 
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Twelve Kansas electric cooperatives partner to develop the Kansas Sun Power Project that 
develops solar Farms across 800 miles of the Sunflower State with Today’s Power, Inc. 

Using the sixth cooperative principle of cooperation among 
cooperatives, FreeState Electric Cooperative is joining 11 other 
rural electric cooperatives in Kansas to invest in 20 megawatts 
(MW) of solar power to be installed across 800 miles of the 
state, making a small investment for the next 25 years or more 
in the harvesting of sunshine. Participating electric coopera-
tives will be able to procure low-upfront-cost solar energy to 
serve their membership through the KANSAS COOPERATIVE 
SUN POWER PROGRAM and reduce their peak demand.

Under their unique cooperative programming, the Kansas 
Cooperative Sun Power Program is a series of solar farms 

developed by Today’s Power, Inc. (TPI) to harvest renewable 
energy in the state for participating electric cooperatives. This 
25-year program has attracted the best possible long-term 
pricing and will result in the construction of more than 20 
MW of solar power spread out across more than 800 miles of 
the sunflower state.

This opportunity began when the wholesale power con-
tract between all participating cooperatives and their G&T, 
Kansas Electric Power Cooperative (KEPCo), was recently 
modified to provide their member electric cooperatives with 
the ability to self-procure up to 15% of peak demand, with 5% 

COOPERATION 
PROVIDES RATE STABILITY

From left: Mike Morton, Bluestem Electric; Ben Whiteside, Butler Electric; Mark Scheibe, Heartland Electric; Scott Ayres, Sedgwick County 
Electric; Tim Powers, DSO Electric; Michael Henderson, Today’s Power, Inc.; Dennis Svanes, 4 Rivers Electric; Jackie Holmberg, Ark Valley 
Electric Cooperative; Angie Erickson, Twin Valley Electric; Teresa Miller, Ninnescah Electric; and Steve Foss, FreeState Electric Cooperative. 
NOT PICTURED: Dale Short, Butler Electric; Coni Adams, Sumner-Cowley Electric; andKirk Thompson, CMS Electric.
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of that amount specifically earmarked for the addi-
tion of solar.

Proving that utility-scale solar provides more cost-
effective ways to benefit all consumer-members of 
the cooperatives, TPI was chosen to be the devel-
oper and energy partner for this venture through 
extensive research undertaken by participating coop-
eratives and a comprehensive Request For Proposals 
(RFP) process administered by GDS & Associates. 

Owned by electric cooperatives, TPI was created 
to provide solar facilities to Arkansas’ electric coop-
eratives that could not otherwise utilize federal tax 
incentives. Fellow cooperatives in neighboring states 
quickly learned of TPI’s program and wanted a “known business 
partner” to provide their solar system.

TPI has constructed solar arrays for 15 of the 17 electric 
cooperatives of Arkansas as well as cooperatives and coop-
erative organizations in Oklahoma and Tennessee.

All systems under the Kansas program will be sized in the 1 
MW range. Each system is contracted through a 25-year power 
purchase agreement with additional 5-year options. Coopera-
tives are responsible for the purchase of electricity generated 
from the solar farms and will have low upfront costs associated 
with the development of renewable solar energy.

This method of generation makes it possible for these 
cooperatives to increase the production of renewable energy 
year-round and to reduce peak demand. The reduction of 
peak demand will enable each cooperative to provide finan-
cial stability to its members while also reducing their carbon 
footprint. This is just another way electric cooperatives in 
Kansas are helping support local businesses, industries, and 
individuals with the resources they need to grow as efficient, 
responsible, and successful contributors to our communities.

FreeState’s portion of the project consists of two 1 MW 
solar farms. Preliminary work has already begun on the two 
farms for the project. Construction should be completed by 
June 2021. 

One FreeState 1 MW array, the Oskaloosa Sun Farm, will be 
located at the substation just south of Oskaloosa on 59 High-
way. The second, Stranger Creek Solar Farm, will be located at 
the substation northeast of Tonganoxie near Tonganoxie and 
Mitchell roads. Both solar farms will be located in the co-op’s 
east district due to the power supplier contracts.

Each solar farm will sit on nine acres and will include ap-
proximately 4,000 solar panels. The farm will be customized 
in the design process to maximize output during the coop-
erative’s peak demand hours, when power is most expensive. 
These factors will all help FreeState control power costs and 
keep rates stable for those served at the cooperative’s 20,550 
metering points.

“The low-cost investment opportunity we were presented 
with was huge for FreeState,” said Steve Foss, CEO. “This goes 
hand in hand with the investment we made in 2018 to install 
industrial generators at the Lakewood Hills and Oskaloosa sub-

stations, bringing our generator total to four. The purpose of 
the large investment was to save money through peak demand 
management. This solar project is a much smaller investment.”

Foss said that the cooperative’s commitment to saving 
money by managing demand reduces the amount of energy 
purchased for members, and that means saving money on the 
wholesale cost of electricity. 

“FreeState has clear financial goals, and we look at every-
thing very carefully to determine the feasibility of a project 
and investment and how it will impact our members in a 
positive way,” Foss added. 

“It’s about financial savings and rate stability, and these solar 
farms will help us achieve that,” added Foss. “This low-cost 
investment is a cost-effective way for us to not only save 
money but also help reduce our carbon footprint.” 

National data shows that solar power is growing quickly 
across the country. FreeState currently has more than 1 MW 
of energy produced by member-owned solar panels. Investing 
in these two large arrays means that FreeState’s members will 
benefit from the clean, affordable power supplied, not just 
those that put panels on their own homes.

FreeState’s investment in solar is just one more way the 
cooperative works to lower power use during peak hours and 
control the cost of power. 

KANSAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES PARTICIPATING IN THE KANSAS 
COOPERATIVE SUN POWER PROGRAM:

	f4 Rivers Electric Cooperative

	fArk Valley Electric Cooperative

	fBluestem Electric Cooperative

	fButler Electric Cooperative

	fCMS Electric Cooperative

	fDSO Electric Cooperative

	fFreeState Electric Cooperative

	fHeartland Electric Cooperative

	fNinnescah Rural Electric Cooperative

	fSedgwick County Electric Cooperative

	fSumner-Cowley Electric Cooperative

	fTwin Valley Electric Cooperative
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Energy Use Coordinator MATT 
LAMBERT will answer questions 
about energy efficiency, renewables, 
co-op programs, and everything in 
between. Email Matt your question at 
askmatt@freestate.coop.

ASK Matt
N O W  AVA I L A B L E !

2021 Virtual 
Youth Leadership 
Conference 
Applications 
FreeState invests in our youth with 
opportunities designed to reflect the 
realities of our society and its preference 
for dynamic, personal interactions. In 
today’s professional world, employers and 
thought leaders want to see presenters 
who make a connection with the audience, 
while communicating their message. 

FreeState offers high school students the 
opportunity for an engaging virtual youth 
leadership conference. This online leadership 
conference will take place this summer and 
will be a combination of top-notch speakers 
as well as fun activities. 

Any high school junior living in the 
FreeState territory with a parent or 
guardian who is a member of the coop-
erative is eligible. Deadline for the 2021 
conference is FRIDAY, FEB. 12, 2021. 

Cold Weather Rule 
Reminder
FreeState Electric Cooperative does not 
participate in the Cold Weather Rule 
established by the Kansas Corporation 
Commission, a rule which restricts 
electric disconnects from Nov. 1 through 
March 31, when temperature forecasts are 
35 degrees or below. 
FreeState Electric Cooperative IS NOT 
mandated by this policy and has been 
responsible for establishing its own 
appropriate seasonal rules since 1996. 

All accounts are subject to 
disconnection for nonpayment and are 
not governed by temperature. 

If you have any questions about 
FreeState’s seasonal rules or billing 
options, please call our office at 
800-794-1989. 

Cooperative Briefs 

Dear Matt,
I’m thinking about getting a generator for my home. What size or type do 
I need?

That’s a timely question! Generators are a great source of backup power. A portable 
generator is designed to have a few things plugged into it. A standby generator pow-
ers all or parts of your home and can often automatically start when the power goes 
out. A standby generator should always be installed by a certified electrician. 

Let’s instead focus on portable generators for this column because those are the 
most common among members who just want an emergency backup power source, 
especially when it comes to plugging in a refrigerator or deep freeze during a pro-
longed outage. 

The short answer to your question is wattage. Generators rate by wattage and 
appliances in your home are also assigned wattage by the energy they consume. 
Ideally, you could add up the wattages needed during emergencies, and that deter-
mines the generator you’ll need. 

However, there’s a little more to it than that. The box shows wattages for a few 
common home appliances. You can find this information for a specific appliance 
in the owner’s manual. For example, the items in that box add up to 2,500 watts 
to start up. The recommendation is that you oversize your unit for surges and ad-
ditional load, so for this example, I would start looking for a 3,000 watt generator. 

Starting wattage versus running wattage can be confusing. Generator manufacturers 
typically provide you with a wattage calculation guide that can assist you in determining 
which unit is the right fit for your needs. Do not forget about sensitive electronics. If 
this is something that you need, you may want to make sure the unit you purchase has 
automatic voltage regulators for protection. The bottom line is that the generator you 
purchase should fit your needs. 

ALSO, WHEN YOU DO PURCHASE AND UTILIZE YOUR GENERATOR ALWAYS 
FOLLOW PROPER GENERATOR SAFETY. 

Five LED lightbulbs = 50 watts
EnergyStar refrigerator = 300 watts (1,200 W starting)

Furnace fan . Hp = 600 watts (1000 W starting)
Radio = 100 watts

Fan = 40 watts (120 W starting)
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