
 
 
 

 
 

 

Keystone Stories is a new series from WPSU that explores people and places in 

Pennsylvania. Produced by Cole Cullen, this fresh and in-depth perspective into 

Pennsylvania's hidden gems is captivating, educational, and entertaining. Read the 

Q&A with Cole that gives more insight into the production of this series.  

 

 

How long have you been producing/creating? 

I started as a news videographer in 1996, and have done a little bit 

of everything, production-wise, since then. I started as a 

videographer at WPSU in 2005, and became creative director in 

2015. 

  

What were your motives for creating this series? 

Our viewers were craving more local content. WPSU’s Our Town series has been telling 

local stories for more than 20 years. Keystone Stories is a continuation of WPSU’s 

tradition of finding and telling the unique stories that only Central PA offer. 

  

How did you choose these topics/places to highlight? 

When creating Keystone Stories, we wanted to create a model where virtually any PA-

related subject could fit. In season 1, we decided to pick four subjects whose only 

similarities are that they are from PA. The Forest, Drive-Ins, Arts in Small Towns and  

 

https://video.wpsu.org/show/keystone-stories/episodes/season/1/
https://wpsu.psu.edu/tv/programs/ourtown/
https://video.wpsu.org/show/keystone-stories/episodes/season/1/
https://video.wpsu.org/show/keystone-stories/episodes/season/1/


 
 

 

Black History Keepers are four very different topics, which meshed well to create a 

diverse season one. At least I think they did! 

  

Do you have any takeaways from producing the series? 

Central PA has so much to offer, especially when it comes to its small towns. I feel like 

season one just scratched the surface of finding the unique people and stories these 

small towns have to offer. 

  

Will there be more episodes in the future? 

We are currently in pre-production for season 2. There is nothing official yet, but I 

would love to premiere season 2 of Keystone Stories in the late fall of 2022. 

  

Which episode was your favorite to produce? Why? 

The forest episode. I love the outside, and especially the forest. I am literally typing this 

while sitting at a campfire! I love camping and mountain biking, and it is fascinating to 

me to know that just over 100 years ago, there was very little forest in PA. 

 


