
St Michael’s Stewardship Mission 2019 

Our recent stewardship campaign at St Michael’s church 

embraced the Fifth mark of mission of the Anglican 

church: To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation 

and sustain and renew the life of the earth.  

The campaign followed a theme of caring for neighbours, 

communities and the planet. Like many churches St 

Michael’s is suffering a weekly shortfall of income to 

expenditure of more than £1,000 per week.  We felt it 

was important to look closely at all the gifts which God 

has given us and to look afresh at what we may offer back 

within the life of the church and to be good stewards of 

creation. 

Good stewardship of the Earth requires us to think 

seriously about climate change intrinsically bound to the 

use of fossil fuels in meeting our energy needs. This led us 

to ask how we may fund the increased cost of Green energy when faced with such a massive deficit 

in the current running costs of the church. It was agreed, therefore, that the stewardship campaign 

would encourage people to pray and reflect further on our stewardship of the Earth as Christians in 

addition to employing the gifts, which God has so freely given us for the benefit of the church and 

wider world. 

We are called to be a people of hope and the stewardship campaign started out with a spring in its 

step! We held a Beetle drive lunch, very appropriate as we reflect on the declining global population 

of insect species. No Beetles were consumed, but we did enjoy a hot lunch of vegetarian food and 

were able to chat about the impact of food on climate change. We circulated well, picking up the 

game as we went along and getting to know one another– it was good that folk from our regular 

Wednesday morning congregation were able to get to know other members who regularly attend 

Sunday worship. 

Luke Verrall, convenor of the Green Group at St 

Michael’s led an informative walk along 

Woodhouse Ridge after church on March 24th, 

encouraging each one of us to look more closely 

at the world around us and to explore alternative 

walking routes into the city centre away from the 

busy traffic. We reflected that walking along the 

Ridge has increased benefits for mental health by 

slowing down the pace of life and gazing at the 

natural world on our doorstep, simply Nature’s 

tonic to recharge our batteries.  



Our notice boards in church changed to inspire us to a more 

environmentally friendly lifestyle and to further reflect on our 

financial giving to the church, looking afresh at the 5% 

recommended by the church nationally. We were encouraged 

to consider a more simple and sustainable lifestyle which saves 

the planet and is lighter on the purse. 

A bring and share vegetarian lunch was a great success, 

following on after the Sunday Eucharist as the campaign was 

drawing to a close. It was an all age event - we shared newly 

discovered vegetarian dishes and exchanged recipes whilst 

playing 

environmentally 

themed quizzes and 

games. Much fun was 

had by all as we 

chatted about the future of the planet and enjoyed 

scavenger type hunts and name that bird pictograms.   

The campaign ended as the photographic exhibition was 

unveiled on Easter morning “Wildlife, nature and 

landscape” – an invitation to revisit old photographs or to 

capture something new of the wonderful world outside. 

The photographs are grouped in broad categories: 

Landscape, trees, birds, flowers, insects – they are on 

general display in the North aisle of St Michael’s and will be 

available to view throughout the Easter Season – along with 

the Easter flowers they make an inspirational display of 

Creation at its very best. 

Anita Shaw, St Michael’s Headingly, Leeds.  

 


