The rich compost of Truth.
The Autumn leaves are either long cleared away, or remain brown and wet around lawns and bushes in parks and gardens. Whichever, the debate about the benefits of leaving them or gathering them from grass is on-going: a rich mulch? Or grass destroyer?
Our choir leader, having taught the altos their new part will say ‘OK, let’s leave your potatoes cooking for a while, while the basses learn theirs.’
If new ideas and information are leaves or lines of music, leaving them to mull, to settle, is essential. Although I love brainstorming in a group, I have never enjoyed the group questions that require an immediate answer: ‘What’s the best meal you’ve ever had prepared for you? Let’s go round the room...’My brain can’t sift options quickly enough under pressure, which induces panic as everyone else plucks some perfect, apt example from their neatly ordered memory.
Currently there is new advice for the teachers and parents of teenagers in terms of finding truth in what is sourced online. The teenage brain is still being formed and thus responses are rapid, acceptance immediate and content is shared instantly. ‘Model critical thinking. Model a questioning response, rather than just telling,’ the experts are saying. 
Just as most of us know little about the top ’6 inches of Soil,’ (a film you should see if you can,) what the bacteria and worms are actually doing with the leaves they drag down beneath the surface of our lawns, so we do not fully understand how our minds process all information yet. We know that our conclusions may be based upon historical bias taught by family, circumstance or community, so the question of how we process new information honestly, weighing all its merits, is a personal challenge to each of us.
Are you someone who might say:
‘Oh I always vote for them!’ Or, ‘Oh I would never do/think that!’?
In his book, ‘A Climate of Truth,’ Mike Berners-Lee asks us to examine where we source our news and information from, particularly about the world in terms of Climate Change and the Ecological Crisis we all can see unfolding before our eyes, in plain sight in fact, not under the ground - ask the businesses in the Calder Valley who have been flooded five times in the last 20 years, or those who re-laid the melted tarmac at Barden Bridge three summers ago. Despite this evidence, we are told that environmental concerns are exaggerated or too costly to deal with. Money comes before survival in effect!
However, also in plain sight are wonderful responses to that ‘mulling of ideas,’ where churches and communities are helping the natural world back onto its feet, as seen all over Yorkshire where the Arocha Eco Church awards encourage sourcing green energy, using graveyards as community spaces and havens for wildlife for example. Or the work of Calder Valley’s charity ‘Slow the Flow,’ and the reintroduction of Beavers in carefully selected sites all over the UK, transforming the movement of water, increasing biodiversity and averting flood risk at astonishing pace.
In today’s world when the leaves fall on our minds, the notes jump about before learning their place, so that truth and lies are all jumbled together - we might stop and ‘mull’ or ‘compost’ for a time; searching for the right thing to do, not necessarily just the usual thing. 
What band-wagon or wheelbarrow have we jumped onto or into without a thought, in the past? Whose singing part have we tunelessly veered off towards, because it seems a strong, confident one? Only to find that the soil is poorer and the choir is out of tune.
“Not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences…” we ask of God as we approach the Communion table. Perhaps instead of righteous indignation and self-congratulation, the way forward might be found through the honest self-scrutiny our Faith challenges us with, then grateful acceptance of forgiveness Jesus promises for past offences, before hopeful, new action!
If leaves and notes are knowledge, facts, truth and lies, then how we find and use them is essential for the harmonious coexistence of every living thing in our world.
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