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For nearly two years now I have been privileged to be involved in the regeneration of 

our churchyard. Work started in earnest in 2019 on a site which had been sadly 

neglected. The overgrown shrubs and tangled undergrowth had led to much anti-

social behaviour, and of course, it was a waste of an excellent community area which 

could be put to good use. 

 

 

 

The first priority was to bring the shrubbery under control and open up the sight 

lines, making it a safer place.  Street lights which had been completely hidden by ivy 

were uncovered. A group of Prince’s Trust volunteers undertook the recovery of the 

grade 2 listed lych-gate which was covered in ivy and self-seeded trees and shrubs.  

Ivy was also removed from the church building itself and from many of the large 

trees. The Thursday Dig-It team worked wonders. 

By early 2020 it was noticeable that local people had started using the footpath 

again. There was a marked reduction in anti-social behaviour, and even the amount 

of dog-fouling reduced! 

In the spring 2020 we were delighted to be awarded 2 compost bags (!) as a reward 

for our endeavours, by MiracleGro.  This enabled us to enter a competition which 

involved church families (socially distanced of course) using the growbags to 

creatively grow vegetables.  It was a small project but was great fun and we were 

shortlisted to the last 9 projects (out of 30+). 



         

Since then, in spite of COVID, we seem to have moved forward by leaps and bounds. 

We’ve planted some new native hedging donated by the Woodland Trust and 

cleared overgrown flower beds and introduced new planting. We’ve created compost 

bins and 6 wire leaf bins.  We’ve put up 16 bird boxes, 6 feeders and made a 

‘Buggingham Palace’.  We even built some small raised beds using materials found 

on site and some garlic, parsley, broad beans, rhubarb, strawberries, mizuna and 

raspberries were planted. All the street lights, railings and gateways were repainted 

and many parts of the boundary stone wall were repaired.  

We even had time to do a survey of fungi and lichens present in October/November 

2020.  It was amazing how many different kinds we found.  And in May this year a 

wild flower survey (for Churches Count on Nature) revealed 66 species. 

Inspite of Covid restrictions the churchyard was used socially in 2020. The church 

leadership team had some meetings, some groups met for worship and prayer, and 

brilliantly, 50+ folks gathered on Christmas Day for Christmas worship.  All socially 

distanced of course! 

         

Now that restrictions are lifting it’s exciting to watch the Garden get busier.  We have 

already had 3 Family Dig-It sessions on Saturday mornings, Dig Deeper (wild /forest 

church), an Easter story trail and an Eco Service.  We have a prayer trail, a children’s 



activity trail and a story telling area, with a lovely ‘story chair’. The Thursday morning 

community Dig It sessions have blossomed with 31 people in the garden last 

Thursday.  The numbers were boosted by the Princes Trust team who were building a 

children’s den and a new bug hotel. 

       

What’s next? Regular toddler sessions, bushcraft for older children, grow, cook and 

eat sessions and much more community involvement. Push off Covid…we’ve got 

work to do! 


