Keep Yorkshire Leafy!
Where did you find relief from the latest heatwave? Those at the bus stop in Riddlesden, at the foot of St Mary’s Churchyard no longer had the welcome shade of the mature Lime Tree to stand under. Sadly, rather than accommodate the growing roots when a wall needed replacing, boundaries and expense were cited by Bradford Council. 
An older Oak tree in Otley was felled for a temporary bridge by Leeds City Council. The residents have had a wonderful bench carved by Shane Green, depicting the local children’s images of the oak’s location and worth to their community.
However, on June 16th a proposal was put to North Yorkshire Council that ‘The Value of Trees’ should be a consideration when making decisions.  Bradford Council has funded many local ‘green’ schemes in the past and have now published their Enhanced Biodiversity Report, increasing urban tree cover from 9% to 17% - so let’s hope and pray that these great intentions actually link up with decisions on the ground in future.
Water - Too much or too little is now the reality.
Simultaneously at this month’s eco café residents highlighted water-related problems on the Riddlesden Water Map: springs, leaks, regular flooding etc. United in our common hatred of potholes we invited new councillors from three parties. As many gardens are paved over on our hillside, more water creates more potholes and so the loss of a mature tree holding water is relevant. 
Is it time to shift mind sets and reverse our attitudes toward Creation as a community? 
Jesus said in Mathew 11.30 ‘My yoke is easy and my burden is light.’ On this Pope Benedict said that the difference with the chafing and rubbing of a yoke on oxen for example, is that Jesus’ yoke fits us perfectly. The natural structures and eco systems of Creation fit us perfectly too. Growing things feed, shade, and cool us; they clean the air, provide our oxygen, hold the ground and water for us.
In Indonesia, local people demanded action to stop the destruction of Mangrove forests around islands after seeing that during the 2004 Tsunami those where they were plentiful were better protected. 
In his book, ‘Falling in Love with the Future,’ Rob Hopkins describes how this mind shift has begun in Europe, where financing ‘the de-paving of gardens and towns is resulting in cooler, softer more porous landscapes.
 ‘The school’s flat, concrete and tarmac playground Val-de-Reuil, Normandy was too hot for children to play out in. Now, 80% has been de-paved, terraced to absorb rainwater, 26 young trees planted and everyone can be outside. In the Netherlands NK Tegelwippen challenges towns and cities to remove the most paving slabs. 200 of the 320 municipalities participate and have removed 14,475,439 in five years.’
 What can we do personally to reduce the problems associated with flooding and drought?
6°C can be reduced in South and West-facing rooms if a green environment exists outside. Shade windows with small trees or plants trained around them. These will also provide soakaways in winter, even if just in a large tub. Considering paving your garden for parking? What about laying slabs just where the wheels will go?
Have you installed an extra water butt to harvest ‘grey water’ from your shower yet? Using that expensively purified water twice, year-round (if using *eco liquids in bathroom) by watering pots, shrubs or trees, compost heap or washing the car with it, saves on average 20,000 litres of water per household p a. By attaching a hose to your water butt and running overflow onto a hedge, tree or shrub, you can ‘slow-the-flow’ during heavy rainfall in winter helping to prevent flash-flooding by diverting water from drains going directly to local beck or river.
It’s easy to blame Councils for blocked drains and unwelcome decisions and water authorities for leaks, but we too have a responsibility for how we contribute to the causes, deal with the effects and plan for the future in this changing climate. Let’s start by Keeping Yorkshire Leafy!

Diana Chambers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4gy26l0gemo
https://news.leeds.gov.uk/news/new-community-designed-carved-oak-bench-unveiled-in-otleys-tittybottle-park
*Such as Yorkshire company Miniml
https://minimlrefills.co.uk/
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