Romans 15:14-21

14 T myself feel confident about you, my brothers and sisters, that you
yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct
one another. °>Nevertheless, on some points I have written to you rather
boldly by way of reminder, because of the grace given me by God '°to be a
minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of
God, so that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. ’In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to boast of my work for
God. ®For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has
accomplished through me to win obedience from the Gentiles, by word and
deed, '°by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of
God, so that from Jerusalem and as far around as Illyricum I have fully
proclaimed the good news of Christ. °Thus I make it my ambition to proclaim
the good news, not where Christ has already been named, so that I do not
build on someone else’s foundation, ?'but as it is written,
‘Those who have never been told of him shall see,

and those who have never heard of him shall understand.’

II Corinthians 3:7-18

7 Now if the ministry of death, chiselled in letters on stone tablets, came in
glory so that the people of Israel could not gaze at Moses’ face because of the
glory of his face, a glory now set aside, ®how much more will the ministry of
the Spirit come in glory? °For if there was glory in the ministry of
condemnation, much more does the ministry of justification abound in

glory! °Indeed, what once had glory has lost its glory because of the greater
glory; '‘for if what was set aside came through glory, much more has the
permanent come in glory!

12 Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, '°not like
Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at
the end of the glory that was being set aside. “But their minds were
hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old
covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set

aside. '°Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their
minds; °but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. '’Now the Lord
is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. ®*And all of
us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a
mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory
to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.



