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Tougaloo College Longtime Athletic Director and Hall of Famer,
Dr. James Coleman, stepping down from the position
Tougaloo, Miss. – Dr. James C. Coleman, longtime athletic director and
administrator and recent NAIA Hall of Fame Inductee, has announced
that he will be stepping down as athletic director at Tougaloo
College.
Dr. James C. Coleman, a native of Jackson, Miss., has been a
mainstay at Tougaloo College, from his years as a two-sport studentathlete on campus to his service as men’s basketball coach, sports
information director and professor of education, to his 33 years as the
director of athletics of the Bulldogs’ athletic programs. Dr. Coleman has
dedicated a remarkable 56 years to higher education and has been a pioneer in the development
and growth of Tougaloo College and the Gulf Coast Athletic Conference (GCAC).
Along with being the athletic director at Tougaloo, Dr. Coleman served on the NAIA Athletic
Directors Association Board as well as a member of the National Athletic Directors Association
(NACDA). Dr. Coleman was named the Gulf Coast Athletic Conference Athletic Director of the
Year in 2012 and 2018. From 1979-1982, Dr. Coleman served as chairman for District 30 of the
NAIA. He has also served as chairman of the Athletic Directors Committee for the GCAC. In
1966 and 1967 respectively, Dr. Coleman was awarded the Sports Information Director of the
Year by the NAIA.
The contributions and accomplishments of Dr. Coleman over his long-standing tenure in
intercollegiate athletics are immense. His leadership and dedication has extended beyond
Tougaloo College, the GCAC and the NAIA, as Dr. Coleman is truly a trailblazer in
intercollegiate athletics.
Taking over as Tougaloo’s new athletic director will be current associate athletic director Keith
Barnes, Sr. Barnes brings strong experience in educational leadership and athletics with both
women's and men's teams at the high school and collegiate levels. Barnes served as associate
athletic director and head women’s basketball coach this past season. Before returning home to
Tougaloo, Barnes served as head women's and men’s basketball coach at St. Joseph Catholic
High School from 1991-2004 and from 2006-2010 before being named the school’s Principal in
2011.

With over 28 years of educational and corporate leadership experience, Barnes has demonstrated
successes as a high school assistant principal, math teacher, athletic director, as well as,
basketball, track and field and assistant football coach. Some of his notable basketball
achievements include: State runner-up, several district championships both girls and boys, and
south-state championships. He was formerly marketing director with The Kirkland Group, an
educational consulting firm servicing numerous school districts throughout the state of
Mississippi.
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