
KEEPING THE FAITH: PRAYING TOGETHER WHILE WE'RE APART

In L. Frank Baum’s The Wizard of Oz, one of the first things Dorothy says to her dog after a tornado

sets them down in a strange place is this: “Toto, I have a feeling we’re not in Kansas anymore.” After

wrenching us from our routines and stripping us from our norms, COVID-19 has set us down in a very

strange place indeed. The writer of Psalm 137 asked how do we sing the songs of Zion in a strange

land? For many of us, this strange place has meant living, working, meeting and shopping differently.

One of the many effects of Covid-19, besides the lives and jobs lost and businesses closed, was the

interruption of congregations gathering together to worship, encourage each other, and pray and

bear each other’s burdens, whether in a church or a storefront. It’s tempting to say that COVID-19

closed the church, but that would not be true. COVID-19 sparked creativity in identifying new ways

to worship, fellowship and give. Believers refuse to stay separated from the vision and mission of

their faith. 

 

Like most of the world, believers and faith practitioners tried to “be still and know” for a while, but

soon engaged and adopted innovative means for keeping the faith. Some used free conference calls,

GroupMe, e-mails, drive-up church and “stump” preaching (open air, outdoor) to keep hope alive, but

the most popular and consistent tool has been Zoom. As we revived praying together, we realized We

haven’t lost our identity or impact because we are apart. In the virtual “fellowship of believers,” we

gather around the spiritual discipline of praying and invoking the holy and rediscover the truth

that has shaped and sustained the generations—we are the Church wherever we are. Praying

together, reading and studying scripture, proclaiming the word, giving praise and worship, and

serving others all lead to a renewed sense of belonging, community and hope. As we send out the

Zoom invitation or conference calls for prayer, we extend the subtle assurance that we are not

alone. God is with us. With or without a building, we are still the Church, even in this strange place.

God lives in us and we are a “together” people, in need of our God—and each other. We are not alone

in keeping the faith so Let’s Pray Together.
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