
   August 2026  ~  Newsletter

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB
 7509 N 12th Street ~ Phoenix, AZ 85020 Phone: 602-975-8294

https://www.azaiclub.com https://www.facebook.com/AZAICLUB

 Members & guests are welcome to enjoy our great
restaurant, live music and other social activities. Facilities
are available for members to rent for celebrations, family

events and meetings!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

MONDAY ~ CLOSED ~ TUESDAY ~ 3:00PM - 9:00PM 
WEDNESDAY ~ THURSDAY ~ 11:00AM - 10:00PM 

FRIDAY ~ SATURDAY ~ 11:00AM - 11:00PM 
SUNDAY ~ 9:00AM - 4:00PM 

KITCHEN HOURS:  MONDAY ~  CLOSED
TUESDAY 3:00 - 9:00 ~ WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY ~ 11:00 - 9:00 ~

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00 - 10:00 
SUNDAY ~ 9:00 - 3:00

ARIZONA AMERICAN ITALIAN CLUB HOURS

     Happy August!  it’s Monsoon Season here in Arizona and it is stiil HOT, HOT, HOT!!! 

    I am happy to report that we were able to replace the flooring in the lounge, have the
roof repaired, and work on some of the plumbing and air conditioning issues in July.  We
appreciate everyone’s patience and understanding! Gregg Giannantonio has been
instrumental in getting all of this work done and we are so lucky that he is willing to help!

    This is the last month for our Food and Water Drive to benefit St. Vincent de Paul, which
kicked off June 1 .  On behalf of the Club, I would like to thank the Mahjong Players who
donated a full palette of much needed water (960 bottles!!) which were delivered by
Costco directly to St. Vincent de Paul. We appreciate their efforts!! Several other members
have donated cash (which is used to purchase food and water), water bottles, and food for
the people in our community.  If you wish to donate, please bring your donations to the
Club or speak with Joanne Arcangelo who is our Charity Drives Chairperson!

st

     The Club continues to host exciting events and we have many more to come! This month,
we are hosting another Country Dance on August 15 . There is no cover charge for
members!! Take the dance lesson and join some great country dancers on the dance floor!
Once again, we will have free raffles, great food, and fun!! It’s a good time, so don’t miss it!  

th

    Bingo has rolled out a lot of great incentives to COME PLAY BINGO at the Club! (See the
ad on page 4.) If Party Bingo is more your speed, join us in the lounge for BEACH PARTY
BINGO on August 27 ! Beach wear is encouraged! Join us for great prizes, yummy food, and
waves of fun!  Hooter’s Blues Jam was lots of fun and they are back again this month!  Also
back by popular demand, we are featuring the Sunday Funday Shrimp Boil with Tony Lee on
August 30 !  Come check out the new band this month- Sweet Soul & Harmony!

th

th

     Every week, we have live music, lots of dancing, 50/50 raffles, the Queen of Hearts, Bar
Bingo, Mahjong, Bingo, Trivia, Karaoke, expanded Happy Hours, Sunday Funday, and many
other events here at the Club!!  Check out our FaceBook page - Arizona Italian Club - to see
the pictures of these events and share in the fun!!! 

There’s something to enjoy every day of the week, a variety of events, and we look forward
to seeing you at the Club!

Grazie !!  
 Michael Mellaci, President
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American Italian Club
 2026/2027 EXECUTIVE BOARD

PRESIDENT MICHAEL MELLACI
VICE PRESIDENT GREGG GIANNANTONIO 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
 FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 TREASURER 
 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED

FRANK CUCITRO

2026/2027 TRUSTEES 
JOANNE ARCANGELO, CHRISTINA CALIO 
DANFORD, AMY ESTES, MARCO MASINI 

& AMY TANNER
Affiliates: Sally Lindskoog, Linda Reidenbach, Megan Haas,
Leanne Caccavale, Kristy Deprisco, Kevin Harvey, Marilyn

Trauer, Kathy Woodruff, Janet Eshelman, Margaret
Mavciniak, Catherine McDonough, Nadine Lucas, Mack
Jones, Sonia Kautzman, Judy Apostiolik, Carla Boan,
Cheryl Wilder, Steve Godber, John Davis, Mary Petty,

Andrew Villasenor, Del Hamman

 

Regular/Italian:Julie Burns, Jacob Preach, Salvatore
Caccavale, Patrick DePrisco, Mary Harvey, Thomas Cribari,

Silvia Luna, Catherine Rodriguez, Marla Guervva-Harr,
Diana Brady, David Rizzo, Mary-Alice Delaney, Natalie

Salese, Roseann Mendicino Lach, Nicole Tassielli

 

Mark Your Calendars and Save the Dates!
Car Show Meeting

Wednesday August 19th at 7:00p
Volunteer/Fundraising Meeting 
Wednesday August 26  at 7:00pth

AAIC Board / General Meeting ~ 
Tuesday August 18  at 7:00p th

ALL MEMBERS are ENCOURAGED to attend!
Show your card at the door.

Welcome New Members:

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
ADVERTISING / NEWSLETTER 
PHONE: 480-234-0285  
EMAIL: ABROWNCAT123@YAHOO.COM
KITCHEN PHONE: 602-632-5228 
EMAIL: CUISINE.GALINDO@GMAIL.COM
EVENT COORDINATOR 
PHONE: 602-741-3079 
EMAIL: AAIC.MARIE@YAHOO.COM
BINGO MANAGER PHONE: 623-205-9487
BOCCE LEAGUE PHONE: 480-861-4903
EMAIL: PAUL3657@GMAIL.COM
CHAPLAIN,  BUILDING & PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE 
CARES OF THE HEART & SOUL 
EMAIL: FLJCPROUSES74@GMAIL.COM
DECORATING PHONE: 480-234-0285
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 
PHONE:  602-741-5229 
ENTERTAINMENT 

PATTI O’DONNELL
AMY TANNER

CIRILO GALINDO

MARIE MYERS

ELSA ORDONEZ 
PAUL CASTALDO

GREGG GIANNANTONIO

JEANETTE ROUSE

AMY TANNER
JAY DITORO

DOMINGO YOUNG
EMAIL: DYOUNGREFINANCE@HOTMAIL.COM
MEMBERSHIP 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
PHONE: 602-292-0504 
EMAIL: AAICSCHOLARSHIP@GMAIL.COM
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
EMAIL: MELLACIAAIC@YAHOO.COM 

JEANIE RAVANELLI-REED 

CHRISTINA CALIO DANFORD

MICHAEL MELLACI

NEWSLETTER PRINTED BY WILLIAMS EXPRESS ~ 480-967-1014 

CLUB’S PHONE # 602-975-8294

New Affiliate Members may pick up their cards at the bar.

 All New Regular/Italian Members must attend a Board
Meeting to be sworn in and receive their Membership Cards

OPERATIONS NAME / CONTACT

Friday Nights:  Cover
Charge for all non-member
guests will be $10.00, 

 whether purchasing drinks at the bar or not.
PLEASE NOTE: No outside food* or drink is
allowed in the Club at any time.  (This includes
any type of thermos or water bottles.) 

*Birthday cakes allowed with permission. 



Friday Aug. 14th ~ Frosty & SilverTones 7p-10p 

Friday Aug. 21st ~ Viva Lost Wages 7p-10p 

FRIDAYS AT THE CLUB
Friday Aug. 7th ~Red Canyon Band 7p-10p
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Bar Bingo in the Lounge Tuesday and Friday

Wednesday Karaoke ~ 6:30 - 9:00p 

August 2026  Entertainment

Thursday Team Trivia ~ 6:30p - 8:30p

Friday Aug. 28th~Sweet Soul & Harmony 7p-10p 

Sunday, Aug. 16th - Hooter’s Blues Jam



Pg 4

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
The Club is always in need of

volunteers.  The next volunteer
meeting is August 26  at 7p. No
commitments, no demands, just

fun ways to help out! 

th

ALL MEMBERS are welcome!!!
For more information, email
abrowncat123@yahoo.com. 
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Cares of the Heart
     Have you been to The Club lately? So many things are going on, bringing people together having a great
time - Funday Sundays, Mahjong, Bocce, Bingo, Blues Jam session, people playing cards, bar bingo to name
a few.  When I come and see our AAIC family having fun, I think of the many Italian events I did with my my
Nonno and Nonie and their Italian friends. 
   We are looking forward to seeing more of our AAIC family. For those of you who are ill and/or recovering
from surgery, we especially miss you and hope you are well soon. Looking forward to seeing you again. 
   Please keep these families in your thoughts and prayers:  the Jackson Family - Laura Jackson's husband,
Mark passed, the Koopman Family - George Koopman, an ex-president and chaplain of The Club has
passed, and the Russi Family - Carolyn Russi, wife of ex-president Gene Russi, has passed. 
    Buon Compleanno (Happy Birthday) and Felice Anniversario (Happy Anniversary), to those who are
celebrating a birthday or anniversary in August. 
  Please email Jeanette Rouse, fljcprouses74@gmail.com with any news that you would like to be included in
the AAIC newsletter.

 Food For The Soul
“Be the change you want to see in this world.” Mahatma Gandhi   

                                                                                                                Submitted by Jeanette Rouse              



Bocce News!
Hope all of you are enjoying your summer with family and friends. The Fall Bocce league is
around the corner and it is completely full. Bocce is becoming very popular among the club
members. There will be 10 teams playing on both Wednesday and Thursday nights and this
is the most players that we have ever had!! We may have to add a Tuesday night if this
continues. The Bocce club has received bids for adding 2 new courts, but can't afford the
$60K cost, maybe in the future. The Bocce family would like to welcome the 11 rookies
signed up for the Fall league. If you are interested in playing, sign up on the "waitlist" in
case someone drops out.
SAVE THE DATE: AAIC Bocce club meeting is Tuesday, Sept 1st at 7pm in the Bingo Hall.
We will be selecting the teams for the Fall league.
If you have any questions regarding Bocce, please don't hesitate to contact me
Ciao . . . for now
Paul Castaldo
480-861-4903 - paul3657@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook: AIC BOCCE NEWS
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AAIC Scholarship Spotlight Series - Celebrating the Future of Our Community

The Arizona American Italian Club is proud to recognize
Josiah Robidoux as one of this year’s scholarship
recipients. A graduate of Northwest Christian School
with an outstanding 4.46 GPA, Josiah represents the
very best of academic achievement, leadership, and
service.

Inspired by a lifelong fascination with flight and space
exploration, Josiah plans to pursue Aerospace
Engineering through the Air Force ROTC program, with
the goal of serving as an aerospace engineer in the
United States Air Force. His passion began simply—
throwing paper airplanes as a child—but has grown into
a remarkable sense of purpose and ambition.

Beyond the classroom, Josiah has distinguished himself
as a four-year cross country athlete, a part-time
employee at Harkins Theatres, and a respected student
leader. At the prestigious Boys State program, he
earned the honor of being elected Speaker of the
House of Representatives by his peers.

Equally impressive is his commitment to service. From
volunteering in his community to helping with
construction projects and supporting children in
Mexico, Josiah consistently leads with humility and
compassion. One recommendation described him as “a
young man who leads not for recognition, but from a
genuine desire to make a difference.” 
 

A proud member of an AAIC family, Josiah embodies
the values of curiosity, discipline, leadership, and
service that our club is honored to support.

AAIC is honored to recognize Mia Racanelli as one of
this year’s outstanding scholarship recipients. A
graduate of Xavier College Preparatory with a 3.568
GPA, Mia has already demonstrated the focus, maturity,
and determination that will guide her future success in
medicine.

Mia will attend Grand Canyon University, majoring in
Biological Sciences with plans to continue on to
medical school and pursue a career in radiology as a
physician.

One of Mia’s most impressive accomplishments is her
commitment to dual enrollment, which has placed her
on track to graduate high school with her associate
degree—a reflection of both ambition and discipline.
Outside the classroom, Mia is equally accomplished.
She has studied piano for three years and successfully
completed examinations through the prestigious Royal
Conservatory of Music. She has also contributed
creatively to her school community through yearbook
and as manager of the video club.

What truly stands out about Mia is her mindset. She has
embraced the idea that success comes from setting
goals, taking ownership, and remaining committed to
the journey. Her drive to use her talents in service of
others through healthcare reflects both compassion
and purpose.

As a proud member of an AAIC family, Mia represents
the bright future of our community, and we look
forward to seeing all she will accomplish.

Josiah Robidoux Mia Racanelli
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WANT TO GET THE NEWSLETTER???

Anyone can get our Newsletter, here’s how:
1.Tell your family & friends to send their

email to:  kbass2728@yahoo.com
2.Click the newsletter link on AAIC’s

Facebook page or the
AAIC website www.azaiclub.com

3.Pick up a copy of the newsletter at the Club

Dedicated to Customer Service

Dedicated to Customer Service

Lorem ipsum430 S. Rockford Dr., #109
Tempe, AZ  85281

Office: 480-967-1014
Fax: 480-967-2205480-967-1014

Proud printer of the AAIC Newletter

Call us for your printing needs!!WILLIAMS EXPRESS NOW PRINTS SIGNS!!!

WIDE FORMAT PRINTING

480-967-1014




